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Excerpts of Interview to China Media   
(18 September 2019 — Unofficial SelecƟon and TranslaƟon) 

Cambodia-Laos Joint Press Briefing 
(12 September 2019 — Unofficial SelecƟon and TranslaƟon) 

Question 1: […] this year is the 
70th founding anniversary of the 
People’s Republic of China, 
what are your personal impres-
sions on achievements scored 
by China in its 70 years devel-
opment? […] 

First of all, Cambodia is so hap-
py and congratulating China’s 
70th founding anniversary of the 
People’s Republic. In fact at the 
time that China shrugged itself 
off its difficult condition and got 
the People’s Republic estab-
lished, many countries in South 
East Asia and other regions 
were active in their fight for 
independence. The establish-
ment of the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) from 70 years 
ago has created trust among 
many states under (foreign) 
colonialism at the time. At later 
stage, PRC played very im-

Prime Minister Samdech 
Techo Hun Sen [1]: 

Elevating Trusted Strategic 
Comprehensive Partnerships 

Today is an historic develop-
ment in the relations between 
the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic (Lao PDR) and the 
Kingdom of Cambodia. What 
we have done on this day, I 
should emphasize, is that the 
two sides have signed the joint 
declaration stating about elevat-
ing strategic comprehensive 
partnership between the two 
countries and considered it a 
remarkable achievement in the 
two countries’ relations. We 
have made efforts to realize 
numerous tasks historically 
inherited by ancestors of the 
two countries as amicably 
neighboring countries. The 
strategic comprehensive part-
nership would allow us to pro-
mote further existing relations 
and widen trust between the 
two countries. 

Cambodia-Laos Border Trea-
ty and Build New Border 
Poles 

We have also discussed a num-
ber of issues that include, what I 
am sharing with the press today, 
border issue, on which the two 

Prime Ministers agreed to pre-
pare a Cambodia-Laos border 
treaty based on the achievement 
of around 86% that we have 
scored. It is an important task. 
Previously, the two countries’ 
border had not been that clear. 
However, after so many works 
we have done together, we have 
come to an agreement that the 
two countries’ border commit-
tees draft a border treaty to ac-
cept the 86% works scored so 
far. We also have agreed with 
each other to change current 
small border poles with more 
suitable size ones marking bor-
derline between state and state 
[…] 

Border Committees to Design 
and Submit Border Poles to 
Leaders 

The two Prime Ministers en-
trusted task of designing border 
poles to the two countries’ bor-
der committees and submit 
them to the two countries’ lead-
ers for approvals. We also have 
agreed to split the cost of doing 
so in half. Besides, we have 
come to a common view about 
figuring out how many more 
border poles needed to plant. So 
far, on hundreds of Kilometers 

(Continued on page 4) 

portant contributing role for 
peace in the region, especially 
in the 60s and 70s, while war 
still raged in Indochina. It went 
without saying that most of the 
struggle movements stemmed 
from the fight against colonial-
ism and foreign aggressions for 
independence [...] As for PRC’s 
progress, it is a miracle and 
showcases to the world how a 
country with 10% of the world 
land mass fed its people of 
about 20% (of the world popu-
lation). A magnificent achieve-
ment under the leadership of the 

(Continued on page 5) 

 12 September 2019 - Samdech Techo Hun Sen and Prime Minister 
Thongloun Sisoulith of Lao PDR  

Cambodia-Malaysia Press Briefing  
(03 September 2019 — Unofficial SelecƟon and TranslaƟon) 

Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, Prime 
Minister of Malaysia and I have 
just wrapped up bilateral discus-
sion in a pleasant, close and 
fraternal atmosphere. First of 
all, let me express my sincerely 
profound thank for Prime Min-
ister Mahathir Mohamad for 
doing us the honor of conduct-
ing his official visit to the King-
dom of Cambodia today for the 
first time in his current term. 

I am pleased to give a high eval-
uation to this historic visit. The 
visit serves as a strong friend-
ship, solidarity, and bilateral 
relations between Cambodia 
and Malaysia.  

I extend my warm congratula-
tion to great achievements 
scored under the energetic lead-
ership of HE Prime Minister. I 
have a strong belief that togeth-
er with striven development and 

modernization goals, as well as 
development policy in every 
fields, Malaysia will realize its 
objectives to become a devel-
oped country, an economic tiger 
in Asia, and to participate in 
contributing evermore active 
and important role in regional 
and world arenas. 

Taking this opportune moment, 
I wish to express my sincere 
greeting to the 62nd National 
Independence Day of Malaysia, 
and the diplomatic relations 
establishment between Cambo-
dia and Malaysia on 31 August 
1957. 

On bilateral relations between 
Cambodia and Malaysia, Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad 
and I have noted with satisfac-
tion progresses achieved in the 

(Continued on page 2) 



is the meaning of permanent 
neutrality? Cambodia is open to 
relations with every countries. 
Those who talked about Cam-
bodia’s permanent neutrality in 
its definition of conducting 
business with, borrowing from, 
and falling in debt trap to China 
may want to clarify this term. 
All five permanent members of 
the Security Council of the 
United Nations have their em-
bassies in Phnom Penh. They 
may give me their impartial 
arguments on this fact to be 
independent analysts. Have I 
closed down any foreign em-
bassies? We are doing business 
with everyone here. If anyone 
wishes not to see Cambodia 
doing too much business with 
China, they may assist us more. 
That would be a wrong thing to 
do […] in fact some countries 
have much more business rela-
tions with China than Cambo-
dia, attracting more Chinese 
investors to their countries, but 
they do not have any issues on 
that […] 

Getting Ready for Smooth 
Hosting of SEA Games 

Let me give you some of my 
recommendations on what 
needs to be done […] firstly, as 
far as infrastructure is con-
cerned, I think we need a wider 
road […] but also I wanted to 
have your attentions on the 
media preparations. In Laos, 
when they hosted SEA Games, 
they have only a few TV Chan-
nels […] we should start think-
ing of distributing tasks for the 
TV channels we have […] I 
have started to allot fund for 
(hosting SEA Games) 2023. It 
will go into a saving account 
and we will continue to do that 
next year too. By the time we 
are hosting the games, we have 
needed fund in hand […] 

Secondly, to wish for more 
medals in which sports is one 
thing but let us remember that 
we are the host. In such case we 
have to take full responsibility 
to ensure smooth hosting opera-
tion from beginning to end […] 
to raise our country’s image 
[…] we are picking 5 May for 

(Continued on page 3) 

two countries’ relations of 
friendship and cooperation in 
every fields such as security, 
economy, trade, investment, 
tourism, education, labor, cul-
ture, etc.  

We are determined to strength-
en and expand further close 
cooperation bilaterally and mul-
tilaterally for our two people’s 
interests and making contribu-
tions to regional and world 
peace, stability, and prosperity. 

Presently, trade and investment 
relations between our two coun-
tries maintain good status, while 
there are numerous Malaysian 
businesses in Cambodia. In 
2018, trade volume between the 
two countries was at roughly 
500 million USD.  

In the first six month of 2019, 
the volume of trade has record-
ed some 400 million USD al-
ready. To further volume of 
trade and investment between 
Cambodia and Malaysia, Prime 
Minister Mahathir and I have 
agreed to instruct related institu-
tions of the two countries to 
seek for means for more coop-
eration in this field. 

We have admitted there is this 
need to strive for cooperation on 
information sharing and training 
in the field of national security 
and defense. We also are wel-
coming continued discussion 
between the Ministries of Na-
tional Defense of the two coun-
tries leading to signing a memo-
randum of understanding on 
national defense cooperation. 

We have encouraged relevant 
institutions of the two countries 
to expedite signing of a memo-
randum of understanding on 
cooperation in combating 
against human trafficking.  

Let me take this opportune mo-
ment to express my sincere 
thanks to Malaysia for its deliv-
ered assistance in human re-
source training through its tech-
nical cooperation and for posi-
tive cooperation in improving 
wellbeing of male/female work-
ers currently working and resid-
ing in Malaysia.  

To further relation between 
people of Cambodia and Ma-

(Continued from page 1) laysia, we have agreed to en-
courage youth exchange 
through sports and youth’s lead-
ership development programs, 
and cultural exchanges. 

As far as international coopera-
tion, regional and international 
mechanism are concerned, 
Prime Minister Mahathir and I 
have exchanged views on the 
two countries’ concerned re-
gional and world situations.  

In this remark, let me inform 
you that we have exchanged 
opinions on a number of issues 
such as the South China Sea, 
the Rakhine State, and issues 
relating to the United Nations 
Security Council’s sanctions on 
North Korea, and those of pow-
erful countries on other coun-
tries, which bear effects not 
only on those countries but also 
on partnering countries.  

Prime Minister Mahathir and I 
also discussed the candidacy of 
Timor-Leste to become the 
ASEAN 11th member country. 
We are of the view that the 
country should be welcome to 
be a member of ASEAN. 

As you have witnessed, a while 
ago, we have offered our 
presences to witness the signing 
ceremony of (1) the agreement 
to avoid tax duplication and to 
prevent embezzlement of tax 
and income tax, and (2) the 
memorandum of misunder-
standing of tourism, for which 
we are looking into visa facilita-
tion that travelers with visas to 
Malaysia can also visit Cambo-
dia.  

If they visit Cambodia, they 
also can visit Malaysia. This is a 
brief aspect of what we have 
realized. May I invite HE Prime 
Minister to share his remarks./.◙ 

The Morodok Techo Stadium 
Complex – A Result of Belt 
and Road Project 

We are pleased to connect the 
last seats in this enormous stadi-
um complex of ours. Before us 
is the achievement of the coop-
eration between Cambodia and 
China or a part of the Belt and 
Road project […] I have chosen 
this ship-like architectural de-
sign of the stadium complex to 
symbolise connectivity in the 
framework of the Belt and 
21st Century Maritime Silk 
Road initiated by the President 
of the People’s Republic of 
China, HE Xi Jinping […] we 
may call it a stadium complex. 
It costs us 1,050 million Yuan 
or between 160 and 170 million 
USD. According to our Chinese 
friend, the construction is the 
best architecture of its kind 
among the Chinese assistances 
provided to foreign countries 
[…] 

Open to Assistances/
Cooperation from Every 
Countries 

I wish to pose a question to 
some people who have reiterat-
ed their dissatisfactions (on this 
development) and (made com-
ments to) destroy the Cambodia
-China relations. My question 
was if it were not for the Chi-
nese assistance, would we be 
able to achieve this stadium 
complex as we do now? This 
stadium complex is to host the 
2023 SEA Games event. We 
are not making Cambodia-
China relations exclusive, 
though. We are open to assis-
tances and cooperation from 
every countries. The matter here 
is which countries are willing to 
help? […] in light of this I also 
like to ask if it was wrong to 
receive assistance from China to 
serve the Cambodian people? 
[…] 

All Five Permanent Members 
of the Security Councils Are 
in Cambodia 

Some, while using the roads (/
bridges built with the Chinese 
assistance) insulted that Cambo-
dia’s relation to China disturbs 
its permanent neutrality. What 

Visiting Morodok Techo Stadium 
(29 July 2019 — Unofficial SelecƟon and TranslaƟon) 

Techo raised in his remark to 
refrain from causing division in 
relations between Laos and 
Cambodia. How could such 
information formulate?  

I think (what he had said has) 
discredited him and causing 
division between the govern-
ments and peoples of Laos and 
Cambodia. Let me just clarify 
this much. Thank you./.◙ 

(Continued from page 4) 



I have in kind to propose HE 
Kao Kimhuorn, Minister At-
tached to the Prime Minister, as 
the candidate (picked from the 
three potential ones) for the post 
of Secretary General of 
ASEAN […] I will propose 
him. Please inform (Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs) HE Prak 
Sokhon about this decision […] 

The US Proposed Law  
Affects No Cambodians 

Now about the US proposed 
law. HE Kao Kimhuorn did 
some research and shared with 
me that there are many laws 
regarding Vietnam and Myan-
mar, etc. but have not been 
passed. Let us now suppose that 
the law has passed in the House 
of Representatives, then the 
Senate, and in a week or so 
President Donald Trump will 
have to sign it into force. If that 
happened, what would be the 
problem to the Cambodian 
people? The law is in fact aimed 
at (1) issue no visas for certain 
officials and (2) freeze property 
(found in the US). Nothing 
would happen to the Cambodi-
an people […] the law would 
affect some ten people […] it 
was like the US sever diplomat-
ic relations with Cambodia […] 
in the black list was Tia Banh – 
it is equivalent to cutting mili-
tary relation; Sar Kheng – it is 
like they cut off relations with 
police; Aun Pornmoniroth – 
like they cut off economic rela-
tion. 

As you can see what they try to 
do will affect no Cambodians. 
Should they place me in the list, 
I am telling to do it and confis-
cate the said over 200 million 
USD property of the Hun fami-
ly. They may do that even be-
fore the law passed […] they 
said Hun Sen was sick because 
he was concerned about the law 
[…] I will continue to go the 
US’s New York because it is 
where the UN headquarters is. 
However, I believe, the Donald 
Trump’s administration is not 
that thoughtless to push Cambo-
dia that has diplomatic relation 
with the US away […] 

Only Convicted  
To Be Arrested 

(Continued on page 7) 

hosting SEA Games because in 
July, we will have elections […] 
we also will have the 
60th jubilee anniversary celebra-
tion of Cambodia’s Independ-
ence. In addition to those, we 
also have more works to do 
after the elections […] in this 
thought, besides working hard 
for medals, we also have to 
ensure the hosting will be going 
smoothly as planned […] we 
are poor but let us not be poor in 
manner […] 

Hosting ASEM in 2020  
and ASEAN in 2022 

We must stratify clearly our 
responsibilities. We should also 
remember that in 2020, we will 
host the Asia-Europe Summit to 
which leaders from over forty 
countries will attend – 28 from 
Europe and 39 from Asia, plus 
head of European Commission, 
European Council, who will co-
chair the meeting […] in 2022, 
when Cambodia will be taking 
rotating chairmanship of 
ASEAN, I thought of hosting 
the first summits in Siem Reap 
province and the second one in 
Sihanoukville province. I have 
now revised the plan to host 
them all in Phnom Penh. It 
would not be a simple work to 
bring around the working 
mechanism of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and related 
institutions to places […] 

Real Intention behind Propo-
sition of Chinese Military 
Presence in Cambodia? 

Let me take this opportune mo-
ment to reiterate (Cambodia’s 
position) to those who have 
raised this issue about Chinese 
military presence in Cambodia. 
What exactly is the real inten-
tion when you are making this 
up? Before 1970, you also 
talked about the presence of 
Vietnamese troops in Cambo-
dia. It was not long after that 
you plotted the coup to bring 
down Samdech Preah No-
rodom Sihanouk. I think we all 
remember that. The same is 
worth our thought is they ac-
cused Iraq to have possessed 
weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD). They made war on it. 
Tens of thousands lost their 
lives. Finally, there were no 

(Continued from page 2 B) WMD […] would the real in-
tention be no different to that of 
1970? Cambodia and China 
have no necessity to go into 
“secret agreement” […] 

More Weapons/Ammunitions 
from China 

Let me tell you the truth, the 
goods is on shipment now, I 
have approved spending nearly 
forty million USD to purchase 
weapons from China in addition 
to the previously purchases of 
200 million USD and later 90 
million USD. I have the need to 
strengthen capacity of the Cam-
bodian army. I have no fear 
about doing that. Would there 
be any country in this world 
without weapons? Our weap-
ons and ammunitions are rather 
old […] I am frank on this […] 
I called Defence Minister, 
Samdech Pichey Sena Tia 
Banh, to allow troops exercising 
with real bullets […] countries 
have allowed their troops to 
practice firing real bullets and 
North Korea has even fired the 
missiles. Why can we not do it? 

I have no plan to change our 
weapons system. Some sug-
gested that we should swap to 
such and such system. I denied. 
It will be a waste of money. 
Besides, we may come to many 
hiccups causing by providers. 
The system we are using these 
days we can go buy from nu-
merous countries. That would 
include countries in Europe, in 
the former Soviet Union block. 
As a leader of the country, a 
Prime Minister and Vice Presi-
dent of the National Defence 
Council, I must have a clear 
thought on that […] 

RGC Has Financial Ability  
to Over One Year Salary 

This year, the economic growth 
could well be within 7.1%. That 
is the economic growth in gen-
eral […] some have misinter-
preted that the Royal Govern-
ment is short of money for ad-
ministrative expenses because 
of the US law (proposed in 
Cambodia). Let me tell you 
even if there will be no further 
income/revenue, Cambodia is 
financially able to cover salary 
for over one year […] Cambo-
dia has roughly 15 billion USD 
in foreign reserve in treasury 

and 250 million USD (14 mil-
lion millions Riel) in the Na-
tional Bank […] we spend 
roughly 300 million USD per 
month and our revenue is over 
400 million USD, would that be 
suffice? We have a surplus of 
100 million USD here […] 

Unsubstantiated News on 
African Swine Flu  
and Personal Health 

I think I have to bring a few 
things for your thought. I am 
talking about distorted news 
regarding our country and also 
me personally. Firstly, the Afri-
can swine flu. I am calling on 
our people to consume pork 
[…] this is the time when our 
country forbid fishing. If people 
do not consume pork, they 
would opt for beef or fish and 
the items would jack up prices 
[…] our health service has al-
ready informed you that such 
flu is not transmittable to hu-
man. Besides, sick or dead pigs 
are not allowed to bring out of 
raising areas and for butchering 
[…] secondly, it is concerning 
my health. Based on what some 
talked in the social media, I am 
now in Singapore for various 
unfounded remarks such as my 
lung no longer worked because 
of too much smoking or I have 
bled my stomach because of 
overdose of medicine […] 

Let me warn this person – his 
Facebook name and pen name 
in the Phnom Penh Post in 2013 
was So Samyuth. His real name 
is Khorn. He called Samdech 
Krola Haom “the Brown” – 
(literally in Khmer it may refer 
to animal of such colour). You 
are one of the 118 in the list 
forbidden of political rights. In 
your article elaborating about 
“the fifth passed pawn,” (it was 
clear that) you incited what 
could have been a colour revo-
lution. I have information about 
you in my hand now […] I 
think some who may have be-
lieved in those fabricated news 
should think again […] I invite 
all of you to think what sort of 
politicians are they to wait or to 
pray for their opponents’ 
deaths? Are they brave? […] 

Kao Kimhuorn – Candidate 
for ASEAN Secretary  
General 



those fugitives (from Cambo-
dia) who currently hide them-
selves in Paris would not enjoy 
access through Laos to Cambo-
dia. The said pundit thought that 
Laos saw that as an important 
part in holding (the Royal Gov-
ernment of) Cambodia hostage 
or they would allow them ac-
cess to Cambodia through Laos. 
Let me send words to that pun-
dit – whether the press will or 
will not run the interview you 
gave – what you said has come 
to me. I wish to see that you 
make no further mistakes on 
Lao behavior or Thai or Viet-
namese, or any countries at all 
in ASEAN. He should have 
learnt more about country-to-
country relations and principles 
of ASEAN on non-interference 
in one another internal affairs. 

On this remark, I would like 
Prime Minister HE Thongloun 
Sisoulith to share with the press 
today and to that pundit on this 
issue […] let me affirm that 
Laos is not the only (country/
government), the Thai govern-
ment already received the Cam-
bodian court order to arrest any 
convicted persons (showing up 
in their countries). We will also 
send the court ruling to other 
countries members of ASEAN. 
I regretted that being a pundit he 
made such an analysis. Maybe 
Prime Minister HE Thongloun 
Sisoulith can clarify this princi-
ple of non-interference in each 
other affairs (among countries 
in ASEAN). 

Prime Minister  
HE Thongloun Sisoulith [2]: 

… There has been such hap-
pening and information. Let me 
affirm that whoever convicted 
by the court, whatever national-
ity he may have, and traverse 
through Laos to inflict destruc-
tion in another country, we 
would take stern measures to 
prevent that from happening, 
particularly, in the case of Cam-
bodia, who is our friend. In fact, 
the visit of Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to Laos was to organize 
my visit to Cambodia this time. 
That we have such new is not 
good and dividing our two 
countries. I wish to send a mes-
sage to the pundit that Samdech 

(Continued on page 2) 

of the borderline that we shared, 
we have planted only 121 bor-
der poles. More poles needed to 
be mounting […] as for the 
remaining 14%, the two Prime 
Minister entrusted the task of 
working for a solution together 
with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and we are optimistic 
that a solution will be reached at 
an appropriate time in the spirit 
of friendship and good neigh-
boring cooperation […] 

Purchased Electricity from 
Laos Would Expand  
Bilateral Trades 

Today, as you ladies and gentle-
men reporters have already 
learnt, we have signed a number 
of agreements, whereby Cam-
bodia would become a market 
for Lao export of electricity, 
while Laos would also become 
a supplier of electricity to Cam-
bodia. It is complementing each 
other. Based on what we have 
signed together, and those 
agreements we signed from 
before, we would be receiving 
up to 3,100 MW of electricity 
from Laos. It is such a huge 
amount. If we compared to 
Cambodia’s consumption of 
electricity in the past, Phnom 
Penh and the whole country 
consumed less than 40 MW. As 
of present, Cambodia has 
stepped up its purchase to 3,100 
MW of electricity – considering 
it a kind of commodity – from 
Laos exporting to Cambodia in 
a rapid manner after the agree-
ment comes gradually into im-
plementation stages […] 

Direct Flight between  
Cambodia and Laos 

Among other things discussed, 
we have touched issue of direct 
flight of Cambodia’s Angkor 
Air as well as Laotian airlines 
between the two countries in the 
hope that it will expand tourism 
between the two countries. I 
think I should talk this much 
and turn the floor to Prime Min-
ister HE Thongloun Sisoulith to 
give you more information. 

Lao PDR Prime Minister [1]: 

… This official visit (to the 
Kingdom of Cambodia) has 
been a great symbol. We have 
agreed on many strategic issues 

(Continued from page 1) that are benefiting good rela-
tions and fruitful cooperation of 
the two countries and peoples. I 
totally support what has been 
presented to you by Samdech 
Techo. I think that high-level 
mutual visits signify the good 
tradition between our counties 
and we will work to promote it 
further. I agree with Samdech 
Techo Hun Sen that we dis-
cussed and resolved fruitfully 
border issues. We have made a 
step forwards. Importantly, for 
the 86% borderlines that we 
have approved, we will build 
and mount a better and larger 
border poles. 

I have suggested the Cambodi-
an side to come up with the pole 
architectures and the two Prime 
Ministers would make a deci-
sion on them. We will share the 
cost in half. The 86% borderline 
result has been a remarkable 
success of our efforts working 
together in so many years. As 
for the remaining border issues, 
the two Prime Ministers have 
entrusted the Laotian-
Cambodian Joint Border Com-
mittee as well as the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (of the two 
countries) to work for solution 
altogether. I have confidence 
that we will score a solution 
because we have such a good 
neighborly relation with each 
other. 

More importantly, I agreed with 
Samdech Techo Hun Sen that 
the signing of the Joint Declara-
tion will elevate our relations to 
a long-term and long-lasting 
strategic comprehensive part-
nership based on trust and col-
laboration for national develop-
ments and harmony in the rela-
tions between our two countries 
and people. Other agreements 
signed have also given us more 
confidence and collaboration 
between the governments and 
peoples of the two countries. 

The Lao delegation and I are 
very pleased that Samdech 
Techo Hun Sen and the Royal 
Government of Cambodia de-
cided to purchase over 3,000 
MW of electricity from Laos 
from now through to 2030. This 
decision will complement each 
other. Samdech Techo already 
mentioned purchasing electrici-
ty from Laos for Cambodia’s 

development and Laos will use 
income from electricity for na-
tional development and better-
ment of our people’s livelihood. 
As of now the two countries 
have recorded only 16 million 
USD in trade. After the electric-
ity from Laos, I think that trade 
volume between our two coun-
tries will add more prices. I 
hope we will be able to further 
development according to the 
spirit that the two sides have 
agreed. 

Besides, we have discussed 
about promoting more people-
to-people relations, tourism, 
labor, cultural exchange, and 
meeting between local levels. 
Whatever problem that may 
arise at the local level, both 
sides would be able to discuss 
and help each other to achieve 
local solutions. Problems that 
are beyond local ability to re-
solve would bring to the atten-
tion of the national level. I hope 
the local levels could work and 
resolve every problem altogeth-
er because our two govern-
ments agreed and shook hands 
in solidarity and one strand for 
national developments and bet-
terment of living condition of 
our two peoples who have 
shared good customs and tradi-
tions. It would be a good thing 
for our children and grandchil-
dren to continue such a good 
relation between our two coun-
tries. Taking this opportune 
moment, please allow me to 
thank Samdech Techo Hun Sen 
for giving the Laotian delega-
tion his agreement and decision 
in the visit to the Kingdom of 
Cambodia this time. 

Prime Minister Samdech 
Techo Hun Sen [2]: 

Laos, ASEAN, Allow Observe 
Non-interference in Each 
Other Affairs 

Thank you Prime Minister 
HE Thongloun Sisoulith. Tak-
ing this opportune moment, 
though I have no intention to 
bring Cambodia’s internal af-
fairs upon foreign guests, let me 
clarify one thing. Recently, a 
pundit raised his analysis that 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Prak 
Sokhon’s visit to the Lao PDR 
was to seek Lao assurance that 



Cambodia’s Social and Cul-
tural Event at WTO Head-
quarters 

I am so happy today to see you 
all once again after we met in 
October last year. It has not 
even been one year yet […] 
however, because of certain 
jobs that I had to come to Gene-
va and I am sure my presence in 
Switzerland has made Cambo-
dia proud. As you know, yester-
day in the WTO headquarters, 
after delivering my speech, 
Cambodia hosted a social and 
cultural event in which we ca-
tered participants with the 
Khmer dishes. It was a great 
opportunity for us to enlighten 
Cambodia’s situation to those 
dignitaries the framework of the 
UNHRC […] 

With Them Opposition – Pat-
riotic 

I thank everyone for making 
their time to come all this way 
from France and within Swit-
zerland to see me and be togeth-
er as a Cambodian family. This 
has revealed, through legal rep-
resentatives of the country, your 
minds and hearts about your 
homeland. How unfortunate it 
was that some have commented 
in Facebook that you have been 
hired at a price between 200 
USD and 2,000 USD to make 
your presences here. It is a gro-
tesque insult on our people for 
their efforts to make long distant 
journeys by air and cars for this 
purpose. That they can insult 
Cambodian people this much, I 
would not have imagined. I 
have involved myself in politics 
since I was 18 years of age but I 
never hold thoughts of insulting 
on my own nation. There had 
been some people walking out 
of CPP. I never consider them 
selling out their ideals. I always 
judged that first of all it was 
their freedom to choose which 
Party they wanted to join […] 
and second of all it could be 
because the Party could not give 
them what they wanted or even 
made some mistakes on them 
[…] it is beyond ability to think 
that some political parties lead-
ers always consider the ones to 
have left them “traitors” and to 

judge them as tradable goods 
[…] 

Demonstration on 5 July? … 
He Is Home Already 

Let me say one thing before 
they twist and turn things […] 
why did they request to hold a 
demonstration on 5 July? I must 
make this case clear or they 
would go about twisting it 
around […] why did they ask 
for a rally on 5 July? It is defi-
nitely a demonstration against 
Hun Sen and they would say 
Hun Sen ran out of Switzerland 
because of their demonstrations. 
I must bring this issue up. I have 
said earlier before my trip to 
Switzerland that I will be pre-
sent in Switzerland from 2 to 5 
July. Why did they not hold the 
rally against me any days on 2, 
3 or 4 July? Why on 5 July – 
that day that I already return 
home? […] they should have 
accepted their failures in rally-
ing people for such demonstra-
tion […] according to infor-
mation I have here they have 
filed for demonstration to the 
Swiss police a few hours before. 
As far as I know, such request 
would be answered after 48 
hours. That means they cannot 
hold a rally tomorrow. They 
will have a demonstration the 
day after tomorrow. Hun Sen 
would be in Phnom Penh al-
ready on Saturday. He would 
go for golf on Sunday […] 

Youth Abroad Provide Fi-
nancial Help to Building Col-
lapse Victims 

In the introduction report, I lis-
tened to the condolence mes-
sage and financial contribution 
to help our compatriots who are 
the victims of the collapsed 
building in the province of 
Preah Sihanouk. Let me inform 
our people in the country that 
the Cambodian youth abroad – 
in the US, France, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Holland, UK, Germa-
ny, Czech, Hungary, Australia, 
New Zealand, Korea, Japan, 
Malaysia, and Canada – have 
contributed a total sum 177,069 
USD. It is a spirit of sharing 
difficulties with the families of 
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Communist Party of China [...] 

I have two remarks here. Firstly, 
when there was this 1997-1998 
Asian financial crisis, should 
China be hit by the same crisis, 
Asia would have been in a diffi-
cult situation. It was a good 
thing that China steered clear of 
the crisis. China’s role and eco-
nomic growth stood countries in 
Asia to recovery sooner than 
later. Secondly, the 2008-09 
world financial crisis and eco-
nomic downturn had China 
playing its rescuing role once 
again. China recued not only 
economies in Asia but the 
world over [...] I must say that 
China has helped itself, the re-
gion, and the world. Last but 
not least, President’s Xi 
Jinping’s initiative of One Belt 
One Road as well as the 21st 
Century Maritime Silk Road 
has attracted many countries, 
Cambodia included, with many 
cooperation projects. They are 
benefiting from the projects as 
we speak [...]  

In conclusion, China has passed 
the time of slow development 
and is now in its high develop-
ment phase. As a friend of Chi-
na, Cambodia wishes the Com-
munist Party of China as well as 
the government and people of 
China further achievements for 
the sake of own progress and 
also for other countries in the 
region and the world [...] 

Question 2: China and Cam-
bodia are two good friends 
from the ancient time. After the 
establishment of PRC, the two 
countries’ relations came 
through various tests and made 
many progresses […] would 
Samdech be elaborate on this 
relations? 

Let me recite here a Chinese 
scholar’s slogan “a long road 
tests a horse strength.” We cele-
brated the sixtieth anniversary 
of the diplomatic relations es-
tablishment between Cambodia 
and China last year - 2018. Re-
viewing the past, Samdech 
Preah Norodom Sihanouk, the 
nation’s King Father, Preah 
Borom Ratanak Kaod, recog-
nized the People’s Republic of 
China since when it was not yet 
a member of the United Na-
tions. I have a great respect on 
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this vision of Samdech Preah 
Norodom Sihanouk Preah 
Borom Ratanak Kaod as then 
head of state of Cambodia [...] 
at a later stage, […] in 1996, 
during my visit to China, HE 
Jiang Zemin, then General Sec-
retary of the Communist Party 
of China, said to me “HE Hun 
Sen is an old friend of Chi-
na” […] we implemented the 
one-China policy and we are 
sure that China would not want 
anything from Cambodia but 
fidelity [...]  

I have always reminded my 
colleagues […] to adhere firmly 
to the one-China policy as it is a 
respect to China’s sovereignty 
and it is tantamount to respect-
ing sovereignty of Cambodia 
itself [...] that was the value let 
by Samdech Preah Norodom 
Sihanouk’s trailblazing efforts 
and Samdech Preah Borom 
Neat Sorodom Sihamoni, King 
of Cambodia, and I have fol-
lowed the King Father’s path 
[...] my impression on relation 
with China was that though it is 
a big and developed country, I 
always feel equality working 
with its leaders. Though Cam-
bodia is small and we are 
searching assistance from big-
ger country, and the fact that 
sometimes I had to work with 
leaders who are my senior such 
as Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao, Li 
Peng, Zhu Rongji, Wen Jiabao, 
etc., they all are respectful and 
never consider us small or 
younger in age. China has got a 
habit of talking less and doing 
more. We respect this. It has 
given us an ability to coexist, 
bind friendship, and work to-
gether for a long time to come. I 
think I have not said enough but 
it has revealed that respect of 
independence, sovereignty and 
mutual respect were the key 
elements for us to bond together 
[...] 

Question 3: […] China’s pur-
suance of five principles – 
peaceful coexistence, equality, 
mutual respect, non-interest aid 
[…] do you think Chinese assis-
tance play any roles for eco-
nomic progress and develop-
ment of Cambodia? 

I already hit this point above. 
China provided us with uncon-
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bring Maduro down. In Cam-
bodia, they have trusted that 
Samdech Sar Kheng will bring 
Hun Sen down […] if a vice 
President of the Party and a 
Deputy Prime Minister brought 
down incumbent Prime Minis-
ter, what would that be? It 
would be a coup […] let me 
advise you to improve solidarity 
among you and if you cannot 
get the rally going, you should 
not stay in politics anymore 
[…] you do not need to help us 
fix CPP internal issues […] 

Chinese Military Presence 
and Investors – Geopolitical 
Issue 

There have been many forms of 
(false) concerns and incitements 
created about Chinese military 
and investors. First of all, I must 
affirm that some people have 
talked again and again about 
(the China) debt trap. We must 
ask a question if there is any 
country in Europe that goes 
without debt […] Cambodia 
has just reached 21% of the 
allowed debt ratio of 40% of 
GDP. China has initiated a one 
belt one road project […] we do 
not want to trapped in debt. 
China also does not want that to 
happen. That is a normal pro-
cess in conducting business and 
development […] Cambodia 
has been strict on what and how 
to borrow. We would allow 
only low-interest concessional 
loans. We do not allow loans of 
any commercial interests. We 
borrowed from Japan, South 
Korea, Asian Development 
Bank. World Bank, European 
Bank, and French Bank, and 
others. Why there only this 
concern about China? 

Cambodia Has No Need for 
Foreign Military  
in Its Territory 

On the Chinese military issue, 
they have said it again and 
again about Ream and Darasa-
kor resort could one day be 
bases for the Chinese navy. Let 
us think why do we need for-
eign troops in Cambodia? Who 
is going to attack us? As for 
China, why should China come 
down to Cambodia since Cam-
bodia and China are in close 
distance from one another? To 
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problem that some has hidden 
waste as goods in the manifest. 
We are forcing them to send 
them out […] 

With EBA or Without EBA, 
We Must Work Harder 

I followed this interview given 
by Cecilia Malstrom on signing 
a free trade agreement with 
Vietnam while giving a warn-
ing on Cambodia, Myanmar 
and Bangladesh […] let me 
affirm that with or without EBA 
we must work harder. My con-
cern is not about losing or not 
losing EBA favor but whether 
our civil servants and officials 
working behaviors […] what is 
EBA? It is a favor system for 
countries not yet developed. It 
will not be forever. It is to go at 
a certain point. It will not be 
here anymore when our econo-
my is growing to a certain level. 
In ASEAN, only three countries 
receive EBA favor – Cambo-
dia, Laos and Myanmar. Other 
ASEAN countries with better 
economies such as Thailand, 
Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
etc. never have it. Some coun-
tries in Africa, for some reason, 
they do not even accept it […] 

Arrest Those  
on Court Orders 

I heard they say something 
about six parliamentarians to 
accompany them to come back 
to Cambodia. Let me clarify 
this. As a Cambodian citizen, it 
is his/her right to go wherever s/
he may like to. Nobody prohib-
its her/him. Hun Sen is not the 
one to determine if you can or 
cannot come. However, those 
with arrest warrants must be 
brought to jail. That is clear […] 
as for foreigners, to enter Cam-
bodia, they have to file for visas. 
If their requests are denied and 
they dare to come, they may try 
it. A member of parliament of 
Thailand entered Cambodian 
territory (without a visa). (The) 
Cambodia (court) tried him. If 
they have visas, they go to ho-
tels. I will only send those with 
warrants to prison […] 

Worry About Own Issues, 
Not CPP 

In Venezuela, there has been 
admittance that they have trust-
ed too much in the army to 

the victims […] it is a sad inci-
dent. It already happened. How-
ever, one proud thing of what 
happened was the solidarity that 
our compatriots had shown that 
on my Facebook page I have 
said it twice – A friend in need 
is a friend in deed […] 

Peace and Macroeconomic 
Stability Essential 

Let me now go into some issues 
inside the country. Related to 
what I have said in Belgium last 
October, I intended this dis-
course to carry on what we have 
been doing in the country. I 
must say that we are carrying 
forward the strategy of two ends 
of one knot for the country. It 
has been a strategy to resolve 
every problem. What is it? The 
first end of the string to the knot 
is maintaining peace and the 
second one is keeping macroe-
conomic stability. They are 
necessary in every stages be-
cause they are interrelated […] 

2018 Economic Growth  
at 7.5% 

In General, situation in the 
country has been favorable to 
attract more tourist arrivals. We 
also see that it is important to 
ensure macroeconomic stability 
to guarantee that salary incre-
ment for our civil servants, the 
armed forces, and workers 
would be of real value. We 
have prevented inflation and 
ensured purchasing power […] 
our economy has been perform-
ing well. At end of 2018, we 
noted that our economic growth 
scored 7.5% compared to our 
goal to achieve only 7.1%. It is 
a big achievement given the 
ongoing trade war by which 
some economies suffered […] 

Two Power Generators  
of 400 MW Purchased 

Based on this year experience 
that there had been shortage of 
water in reservoirs leading to 
losing over 1,000 MW in dry-
season hydropower generation, 
and to avoid repeating such 
shortfall, we have decided to 
purchase two generators – each 
with a 200 MW output, or 400 
MW from both – one from 
Germany and another from 
Finland. They will stand by in 

(Continued from page 5) Phnom Penh. They will provide 
additional source of power 
when there would be shortage 
of power from other sources 
[…] 

Lack of energy has become a 
big topic and we have the belief 
that we are able to resolve the 
matter. We have bought some 
electricity from Vietnam […] 
Laos and Thailand this year 
[…] as we are now in the rainy 
season, we purchased only be-
tween 80 to 100 MW from 
Vietnam. We must look for 
more energy investments fueled 
by clean coal, gas, solar, and 
wind […] 

Switzerland Proposed Four 
Projects in Health, Power,  
IT and Education 

I met with a Swiss company 
this morning. They have pre-
sented me four projects and I 
welcome them. The first one is 
about establishing a hospital. I 
think every day our people 
spend so much on their health in 
Singapore, Vietnam, Thailand, 
etc. With a good hospital, our 
citizens can choose to have their 
health looked after in the coun-
try. Tourists and investors 
would like to visit or do some-
thing in the country too. Sec-
ondly, they are interested in 
electric power generation. I 
welcome their study. Cambodia 
would need more power but 
also transmission lines […] 
thirdly, they are talking about e-
government. I told them I am 
longing to even e-people, the 
quicker the better. Fourthly, this 
project relating to education. I 
have invited the company to go 
see by themselves either they do 
it with the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Youth and Sport, the Min-
istry of Labor and Vocational 
Training or anyone of the over 
100 post graduate education 
foundations […] 

Finland Interested in Waste 
Recycling 

Meeting with the Finnish Min-
ister of Cooperation, he present-
ed to me waste recycling tech-
nology and skills of Finland. If 
any Finnish company decided 
to go, it would be great. I told 
him about waste crisis in the 
Philippines and Malaysia. We 
in Cambodia also have this 



from Cambodia can go in [...] I 
wish to reach this goal and I 
hope China will respond on this 
wish [...] 

Question 8: […] we are com-
ing from Cambodia-China 
Friendship Radio, and my col-
leagues are speaking Khmer 
[…] do you have any comments 
on the Radio […] we are here 
eleven years now. 

That is one aspect of cultural 
and information exchange, and 
people to people relation. I have 
observed that such exchanges 
provides chances for the Chi-
nese people to understand about 
Cambodia, and the people of 
Cambodia about China. I en-
courage the Radio, TV stations 
and media to continue such 
cooperation [...]  

We must help publicize infor-
mation for/from each other to 
raise awareness in culture, tradi-
tion, custom, and other relations 
between our two countries and 
people […] to promote relations 
in culture, tourism, information, 
and even in politics and econo-
my, or state to state relations. 
We should not overlook this 
point. Were there no such con-
nection, we may not have un-
derstood each other [...]./.◙ 

view to promote economic 
progress, trades, investments, 
tourism, and people-to-people 
relations [...] 

Questions 5: […] you just men-
tioned about how China built 
itself from poor to the biggest 
economy in the world. Could 
you set some lights on achieve-
ments from connecting China’s 
one belt and one road to Cam-
bodia’s rectangular strategy? 

When President Xin Jingping, 
the Vice President, visited Cam-
bodia, he saw the possibility to 
synthesize the rectangular strat-
egy with China’s one-belt one-
road initiative. That has led to 
harmonious relations agreement 
between the two countries […] 
for Cambodia, it is a part (of a 
wider platform) connecting and 
drawing benefits from coopera-
tion with PRC […] providing 
Cambodia with chance for pro-
gress through measures in one 
package and/or by sector of the 
PRC’s belt and road initiative.  

You may have seen with your 
own eyes now Cambodia’s 
progress with regard to infra-
structures and other develop-
ments. We are reaping benefits 
from belt and road initiative 
synthesized with the rectangular 
strategy. I think, because of their 
similarities, we would be able to 
work together for a long time. It 
is in this meaning that we have 
termed our relations as compre-
hensive strategic partnership 
and iron friend [...] 

Question 6: […] as you know 
the world is having impacts 
from the US-China trade war. 
Some are maybe positive and 
some are negative to the world 
economy. What is your thought 
on that? 

We all area aware of how trade 
war started and we all are con-
cerned of impacts it may have 
on world economic growth. As 
far as tax imposed by the US on 
Chinese goods is concerned, 
and some other countries, has 
widened trade war to the world. 
It is still early to give an evalua-
tion on where it will go and 
stop. There seems to some little 
hope that a conciliation is within 
reach to a certain extent, if not 
entirely, between the US and 
China, and other partners [...] I 

ditional assistance. China’s 
principle of respect of inde-
pendence and sovereignty was 
the key point that enables Cam-
bodia, other countries as well, to 
work well with China. There 
has never been a condition for 
Cambodia to do this or that. 
China always respect Cambo-
dia’s decisions [...] I may bring 
up this fact that should there be 
no Chinese help, Cambodia 
would not be able realize the 
construction of over 3,000 km 
road and bridges across rivers 
[...]  

Cambodia’s internal connectivi-
ty depends largely on assistance 
from PRC [...] China also as-
sists us in getting connected 
with neighboring countries and 
(on to mothers in) the region [...] 
an important point elaborated in 
the ASEAN agenda as well as 
efforts for integration in the 
framework of Greater Mekong 
Sub-region, even in Asia as a 
whole, I may say [...] 

Questions 4: As always, China 
adheres to peaceful policy and 
promotes good neighborly rela-
tions, friendliness, faithfulness, 
sharing interest, understanding, 
and tolerance. How do you see 
China’s role in regional and 
international security situation? 

It was those policies that you 
have mentioned that is the foun-
dation for China to gain more 
friends […] let me bring up this 
point as to who would benefit 
truly from the ASEAN-China 
Free Trade Area? It was the 
ASEAN countries in fact who 
would because China imports 
from ASEAN more than 
ASEAN imports from China 
[...] the ASEAN Plus Three 
mechanism – ASEAN plus 
China, Japan, and South Korea, 
and ASEAN Plus each of the 
three – are good mechanisms. 
Two more mechanisms to men-
tion here is the Lancang-
Menong that connects China 
with other countries in the Me-
kong region […] and the Great-
er Mekong Sub-region group-
ing together countries along the 
Mekong River – Myanmar, 
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, 
Vietnam, and Asian Develop-
ment Bank. They are intercon-
nected from a political point of 
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tion, many European countries 
have increased trades and busi-
nesses with China [...] I am still 
optimistic that the countries 
involved (in the trade war) 
come to a conciliation. Should 
tension goes on the world 
would face unimaginable 
downturn. We must continue to 
follow it up. As for Cambodia, 
we are working with our own 
strength to ensure our econo-
my’s firmness and resilience, 
while minimizing possible im-
pacts [...] you may have seen 
already how Cambodia made 
efforts to stand up in this cir-
cumstance that external factors 
are not favorable, trade war 
tension included [...] 

Question 7: Tell us any expec-
tations you may have on future 
cooperation between Cambodia 
and China in political, econom-
ic and cultural fields, for in-
stance. 

I have been working for over 20 
years to lay a foundation of our 
relations and upgrading it from 
good neighbor to good partner, 
and to comprehensive strategic 
partnership. Lately, President Xi 
Jinping called Cambodia Chi-
na’s iron friend. I am optimistic 
that the relation continues to 
advance as we are preparing for 
the year of cooperation, for 
instance in the field of tourism 
and law enforcement, etc. […] 
for the sake of elevating our 
countries’ relations.  

In my recent visit to China, our 
Chinese friends promised to 
look into the Cambodia-China 
Free Trade Agreement 
(CCFTA) in addition to the 
ASEAN-China Free Trade 
Agreement. I am hopeful that 
CCFTA will come into being in 
the near future to help Cambo-
dia access a market of 1,300 
million population. Such a de-
velopment would give Cambo-
dia’s chance for more progress. 
Companies from China will 
continue to invest in Cambodia 
[...] you may have seen that 
Chinese tourist arrivals to Cam-
bodia have increased remarka-
bly and I wish to see five mil-
lion tourists from China in 
Cambodia in the coming year. 

 I wanted more though a bigger 
China market where goods 

Regarding so and so is going to 
return I think I do not have to 
talk about it. I have seen the 
statement of the National Police 
General Commission […] they 
have not requested help from 
any foreign countries. They will 
take responsibility in their oper-
ation and will deal with the 
convicted only. No matter how 
many could come, they will 
only take actions to get the few 
convicted […]  

Let me warn those who have 
not been reinstated political 
rights to refrain themselves 
from being involved […] as for 
those in Bangkok, they may 
know that the two Prime Minis-
ters have determined that Cam-
bodia and Thailand will not 
allowed their territories be used 
by either against another. We 
have ensured that with neigh-
bouring countries. We welcome 
those convicted on land, water 
and by air […]./.◙ 

(Continued from page 3) 



knowing of no boundary […] 
after such exercise, they go to 
their countries, we stay in our 
land […] 

Japan, South Korea, China – 
Help with Infrastructures 

There have been three countries 
helping us on infrastructures. 
First of all – Japan. China and 
South Korea came after. Japan 
built us the bridges of Kizuna in 
Kompong Cham and Tsubasa 
at Neak Loeung. Japan also 
built us the national road 1 and 
is working on national road 5. 
South Korea has helped us built 
the national road 48 from the 
national road 4 to Koh Kong. 
They also built us the national 
road 22 and 3. They are work-
ing on national road 2 two. If 
there were no Chinese help, 
would we be able to have an-
other bridge over the Tonle Sap 
River at Jroy Jangva? The 
bridges at Prek Kadam, Prek 
Tamak? The Koh Thom bridge 
over the Bassac River? The 
bridges over the Sekong River 
and over the Mekong river in 
Stoeng Treng? We are going to 
have a new bridge soon at 
Kompong Cham’s Stoeng 
Trang. We have more than 
2,000 km asphalted road. 
Where do we get the money 
from if not China? Who would 
help us? […] we will soon 
launch the construction of a 
new road from Battambang’s 
Samlot-Tasanh to Pursat’s 
Thmo Da and on to Koh Kong 
[…] 

If China Does not Do What It 
Did, Who Would Fill in the 
Gap? 

Former battlefields are turning 
into market and development 
places, and borders areas have 
been in friendship, peace, and 
cooperation after we put into 
successful practice the win-win 
policy leading to peace through-
out the country […] trade vol-
ume with Vietnam has recorded 
nearly five billion USD. How 
do we achieve all this? It was 
because of connectivity infra-
structures that China has helped. 
In five years, the World Bank is 
prepared to offer us one billion 
USD and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank – 600 million USD. 
Japan, China, the European 

Bank, France, and the UK – all 
have their parts to contribute. 
We could draw one simple fact 
about China’s role. 

If China does not do its part so 
far, who would fill in the gap? 
[…] we would continue to have 
ferries along the rivers […] 
without road infrastructures, 
how could we make our rural 
economy vividly interactive for 
growth? How do people get 
their produces to markets? We 
may not talk about China debt 
trap here but China assistance 
[…] we do not attract only in-
vestors from China. In fact, 
China came later than other 
countries. It was until its econo-
my rises strongly that China 
came with big investments in 
Cambodia […] if other coun-
tries are concerned about Chi-
na’s presence (in Cambodia) 
they should increase their in-
vestments too […] land in 
Cambodia has got higher value 
because the Chinese invest-
ments. Some countries have 
what they call China Town. In 
Cambodia, we do not have 
China Town […] 

Just Arrest Him  
Wherever He Turns Up 

1Well, when I already left 
(Switzerland) they may not say 
they organize demonstration to 
chase Hun Sen out (of Switzer-
land) or to say that Hun Sen 
was afraid of the demonstration 
had left. I have my flight sched-
uled to follow or we will have 
to request for a new flying 
schedule. Usually, if anyone 
country along the flying path 
has not responded we cannot 
leave Geneva. We are to fly in 
other countries’ airspace. Some 
people asked me about what if 
that person (convicted by court 
and declaring he would soon 
come to Cambodia) to fly over 
Cambodia’s airspace but did not 
land, what are you going to do. I 
said that would be the job of the 
Cambodian air forces […] what 
if s/he did come but do not step 
out of the plane. Just open the 
door and arrest, I said […] Well, 
there are official and unofficial 
entrances. Unofficial entrances 
have not been mine cleared […] 
whether by air or by land, just 
cuff him wherever s/he would 
be […]./.◙ 

Hainan, we need only a little 
over one hour. Why should he 
like to be in Cambodia to attract 
more problem? […] in the his-
tory, if we study about China, 
they never send troops out of 
their borders […] Cambodia 
itself has also bound in its Con-
stitution to allow no foreign 
military bases in its territory or 
its military abroad, except those 
peace keeping operations under 
the UN flag […] 

Joint Border Military  

(Continued from page 6) Exercise with Thailand,  
Vietnam 

I think I will raise this idea to 
have a joint military exercise 
with Thailand and Vietnam 
along the border. My point is to 
combat jointly when there 
comes disasters across the bor-
der. Take for instance, there was 
once a flood in Mondulkiri 
province and because of inac-
cessibility from the Cambodian 
side, we had requested help 
from Vietnam to recue our peo-
ple. Forest fire is also a menace 

Police Academy: Ready fro ASEM  
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Getting Ready for ASEM in 
2020, ASEAN Summit in 
2022 and SEA Games in 2023 

In 2020, Cambodia will host the 
Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) 
and it will be a responsibility of 
our national police to keep pub-
lic order to ensure a smooth 
conduction of event. I have seen 
request for purchase of materi-
als needed […] We also will 
host the ASEAN Summit (and 
related summits) in 2022, fol-
lowed by hosting SEA Games 
in 2023. Certain materials pur-
chased would be of use value 
for the three events, I reckon.  

I have forwarded it to Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Economy and Finance Aun 
Pornmoniroth for his appraisal 
and recommendations […] by 
the way, as I promised, building 
a five-floor school building for 
RPA I do not mean we will use 
the state budget. I will mobilize 
fund for that purpose […] 

No Shelters to Terrorism, 
Trafficking of Drug, Weap-
ons, Money Laundering 

National security matter is not 
simple, especially in the world 
context of complex spread of 
terrorism and crimes – both 
traditional and non-traditional. 
Cambodia had intercepted drug 
eluded through many airports 
from North America […] that 
has proved capability of our 
police officials […] were there 
instability, no construction ef-
forts would be possible. Tour-
ists would also be alarmed […] 
ISIS has infiltrated in the region 

[…] and they may not be in one 
place […] keep up our vigilance 
and ensure that our country will 
not become a shelter or hideout 
of terrorists. Though our coun-
try is not the target of terrorism, 
we must make sure that will not 
happen. We must not allow 
money laundering in our coun-
try. 

Normally, trafficking of drug, 
weapons, money laundering are 
all in one file. We must take 
countering measures to these 
threats to keep security for the 
country. We must cooperate 
with related partners to accom-
plish this. As a developing 
country, it is not avoidable that 
Cambodia would face with this 
or that issue. That is a normal 
process. We must not ignore 
this normality. We must work 
hard to eliminate it or we would 
not be able to ensure our march 
forward and people would face 
with fear. 

Cambodia’s Economic 
Growth First in ASEAN 

It is also true that some coun-
tries would accept and some 
would find it difficult to accept 
the reality of Cambodia/s pro-
gress. We must join efforts to 
ensure better and effective 
works. It is with effectiveness 
and efficiency that we will bring 
our country to socio-economic 
progress. Recently, the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
placed Cambodia’s economic 
growth at 7%, highest in 
ASEAN, followed by Vietnam, 
whose growth is below 7% …◙ 


