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If sit-in remains peaceful, it can
goon...

"... | can say that there have been
many inquiries made to me on how
much longer we should alow this
illega demongtration to go on. My
response is that they can go on as
long as three or six months more, if
they wish to. Our concern is to pro-
vide the demonstrators with security
and safety...”

“... There will be no reaction from
the armed forces of the Government.
Y esterday, | gave orders to the Dep-
uty Prime Minister Sar Kheng, and
the Minister of Defense Tea Banh to
pay due atention to the forces on
guard in various places, that in the
presence of attacks from the demon-
strators on certain targets, be it state
ingtitutions or private houses, the
guards in those places should refrain
from violent reactions. | aso ad-
vised that rifles be withdrawn from
them, and handguns be equipped
instead. These measures are to pre-

m—

vent any violence that could happen
in case that the guards in those
places could not contain themselves.
Therefore, there will not be any uses
of forces from the part of the Gov-
ernment to break the demonstration
as it has been rumored... Since the
current situation is different from
that (the July incident) of last year,
in which, if we had not taken timely
actions, Tamok (the Khmer Rouge
hardline commander) could have
occupied Phnom Penh aready. In
the current circumstance, Tamok
cannot enter Phnom Penh in that

Demonstratorsinsulted meusing
Polpotist language... | am used to
them...
“... Considering the deterioration of
sanitary conditions in the place of
demonstration, on August 26, | gave
orders to HE Sar Kheng to ensure
that healthcare facilities and clinics
are set up a their disposas. We
(Continued on page 4)

“... | am very satisfied with the re-
sults (of the election). Not that it
was the victory of CPP, but with
what | have expected, i.e. it was a
free, fair, and non-violent election.
As every body is aware of, a year
ago, the sSituation was so gloomy
that somebody could not expect that
we would be able to conduct such an
election. As | said on July 11, the
most important thing for me was
that an election had to take place, no
matter it would be aloss or avictory
for any particular party. Afterwards,
| made every effort in order to ob-
tain this objective which aso in-
cluded my non-participation in the
electoral campaign... This fact cer-
tainly exerted some influence on the
number of ballots that would be
casted for CPP. However, what |
had anticipated was an election to
be carried out without any murders,
or injuries. My satisfaction of the
elections lies on two factors: 1) the
election proceeded smoothly with
observations made by various
groups of observers that it was a
free, fair and non-violent election,
and which was credible, 2) it is nor-
mal that a political party which en-
joysthe support of the people to take
the leadership of the country in the
next term. Thisis another victory...”

CPP-sole Gover nment inapplica-

ble..., a coalition unavoidable

“... Yesterday, the preliminary re-

sults were announced, with the sum

total of nationwide ballots. The CPP
(Continued on page 2)
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received 2,030,802 votes which is
taking the lead by far among the po-
litical parties contested. As for the
seats in the parliament, we would
probably get 64 of the 122 seats, i.e.
more than 50% of them. There
would be no major changes in the
figure, even though there would be
investigations into some cases of ir-
regularities to be conducted by the
National Election Committee
(NEC)... aimed at responding to the
complaints filed by some politica
parties. Now that CPP achieved
over 50% of the seats, it is sufficient
for it to set up a government of its
own if the Nationd Assembly
amends the condtitution from two
third to a simple magjority adopting
system (50% + 1)... However, we
can not forget that in Cambodia, the
National Assembly requires two-
third of the votes to be digible to set
up a government. Therefore, a-
though CPP is taking the lead,
achieving most of the votes, and
most of the seats, still a coalition
government is unavoidable...”

Therecountsresulted in no dif-
ferencesthat would affect the
overall outcome...

“... The dlegations related to the
election do not lie within the juris-
diction of the Roya Government of
Cambodia, nor CPP. It is the juris-
diction of NEC, and &fter that, of
the Congtitutional Council (CC). |
believe that the investigation of
various irregularities should be con-
ducted. For instance, the day before
yesterday, there were recounting of
the balots of a number of com-
munes in Takeo. The recounts
proved no differences of the number
of ballots which would affect the re-
sults of the eection... Yesterday, |
met with Mr. Neou Kassy... and |
was very pleased to listen to his re-
quests. Although, | am in the gov-
ernment, as a Prime Minister, | can
only provide service to NEC, but
cannot bear a hand in their business.
| have the duty in providing security,
TV and Radio services, materias
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and finance for their work... As far
as the party aspect is concerned, we
are only one of the political parties
contested in the eection. | can not
voice my opinion hereon what to do.
For the time being, what is impor-
tant is the fact that NEC, as well as
the international community, has re-
affirmed aready that the eection
was free, fair, and acceptable...”

Tohaveagovernment in timeis
always better for national recon-
struction and development...

“... Besides, | aso noted that some
political parties said that it was
rather early to think about setting up
a codlition government, when the of-
ficial results have yet to be an-
nounced, and the investigations of
the election related irregularities
have yet to be conducted... It is
right, however, as a political party
which won the most seats and has
the duty to organize a government,
we have to make beforehand prepa-
ration for a codlition... if we were to
be late for aday, aweek or a month,
it would not be good for our national
reconstruction and development...”

Possible exits from institutional
crisis...

"... If the other two seated parties
boycotted the National Assembly,
there would be an institutional cri-
sis, because the current Nationa
Assembly term will expire on Sep-
tember 24, 1998, so the Situation
would be bad, and would result in
congtitutional crisis. This situation
could be put under control for the
current government headed by HE
Ung Huot and myself could continue
running the country till a time when
another election is conducted. An-
other possihility would be that these
parties would take part to continue
the current Nationa Assembly.
However, we foresee several possi-
bilities: 1) a codlition government
would be set up by two parties --
Funcinpec and CPP with a total
seats of 107. It would not be diffi-
cult to do this, because in actuality,
Funcinpec has its members in the

current government as the Deputy
Prime Minister, Ministers, Secretar-
ies of State, Under-Secre-taries of
State, who are re-elected; 2) the
Sam Rainsy party would participate
in the codition, which will be a
three-party government. However, |
have the impression that a number
of countries do not like to have this
kind of solution. If the three elected
parties were to take part in the gov-
ernment, the role of oppostion
would be deprived. Therefore, there
are opinions that there should be op-
position in the parliament. Recently,
in a statement made by CPP, we
have recognized the role of the op-
position in the National Assembly.
The opposition out of the parliament
is less strong and less effective than
that in the parliament; and, 3) the
current government would continue
to run the country in order to avoid
the ingtitutional crisis. This situation
would be bad, so we would make
every effort to avoid it through
peaceful means and in accordance
with the rule of law. Last but not
least, the constitutional amendment
would be conducted to swap from
the two-third mgjority to a smple
majority adopting system. This pos-
sibility is foreseen from two angles:
1. the new parliament would amend
the constitution, because even if
those partners do not take part in the
codition government, they should
not let the country fall into crisis,
and should therefore contribute to
the constitutional amendment; and 2.
under the force of circumstance, the
current parliament could conduct the
amendment of congtitution... to ap-
ply asystem of simple mgjority...”

Let’sdiscussthe palitical
platform...
“... Everybody can understand what
has happened. | do not want to open
the old wounds, but | wish to recall
that | had no conflict with anyone
during the five years (1993-98) of
codition government... If there were
to be any problems here, they would
be the problems between individuals
(Continued on page 3)
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in relation to the law. | never con-
sider anyone my enemy. What | did
in the past was that anyone who
committed wrongdoings had to dedl
with the law. It is not my personal
conflict with anyone. Though some
problems have surfaced, we have to
note that the current parliament
which is composed of four parties
(CPP, Funcinpec, BLDP, and Moli-
naka) has never come to a standstill.
The coalition government of the four
parties is still continuing its work
till the end of its term. In the coming
term of office, | think that we have
more favourable conditions, because
there is only one prime minister who
will lead the country in the next five
years, and the participation of other
partnersin the coalition government.
| think that (we all have) to get to-
gether to coordinate a political plat-
form first, then submit it to the par-
liament for approval is of great im-
portance. The issue as to who takes
which position is not critical, but the
one for the sake of an agreement by
politica parties to form a govern-
ment on an acceptable political plat-
form is more important... CPP
wishes to play no dominant role in
the platform. We respect our part-
ners in the codition government so
as to be accountable according to
the will of the people who casted
their votes for various parties to lead
the country...”

HM the King being satisfied with

a coalition proposal...

“... | had an audience with HM the
King on July 30, even when the
counting of ballots had not yet been
completed. My obligation, on behalf
of the Royal Government, isto safe-
guard laws and orders, to provide
good service to NEC with the pres-
ence of the international observers.
My duty is to respectfully report
about the process of the election to
HM the King. It is fortunate that
when | had an audience with HM
the King, only four days after the
election, the results of the election
had dready been partly released.

CPP was taking the lead. At the
time, | had a chance to respectfully
inform HM the King of my intention
to set up a codlition government
with the participation of all elected
political parties. HM the King
agreed and encouraged such a proc-
ess... HM the King is very satisfied
with the election. The role of HM
the King is of great importance.
Without his presence in the country,
and without his appeal made in June
to his subjects to cast their ballots,
the election would not be a success
likethis. Thisisthe pride of our HM
the King, and that of our people as a
whole. The dection process has
demonstrated that a country on the
Mekong implements democracy on
itsown.

Free, fair, and credible... judged
by international observers

"... Being free, this election is free
because in Cambodia there are 39
political parties, and over five mil-
lion eligible voters went to the polls,
i.e. more than 90% of them. Thisis
a very big figure, if we compare
with some countries where only
50% to 60% of their digible voters
go to poll. All the 39 parties netted
votes, by tens of thousands, hun-
dreds of thousands or millions of
votes... As far as being fair,... com-
pared with the UNTAC election (in
1993), there were over 8000 ballots
boxes, and 1000 of which noted
with broken padlocks. Thousands of
ballots were scattered aong the
roads. In Ba Phnom district aone
(of Prey Veng province) 200 ballots
were scattered out of the boxes.
While the 1998 election, none of the
padiocks of ballot boxes was found
broken, nor any ballots being scat-
tered along the roads...”

“... A year ago, only a few of us
would believe that an election could
be proceeded smoothly like this.
Now, the international community
as awhole has declared it afree and
fair election. As one of the competi-
tors, perhapsthat isal | could say...
| think that it is a good opportunity

to recognize the result of the elec-
tion from the part of the interna-
tiona community. By beginning to
recognize the result as free and fair,
| hope that they will recognize a
new government. | also believe that
in the end Cambodia will have a
chance to play its own role, harmo-
nioudy together with the interna-
tional community, in the region as
well asin theworld...

Coping with socio-economic con-
dition, and livelihood of the Cam-
bodian people... the platform of
the new Gover nment

“... People€'s needs differ from one
stage to another. During the period
when the people suffered from the
genocida regime, they needed sur-
vival and the non-return of the Pol
Pot regime. At that time, CPP to-
gether with a number of patriots top-
pled this regime and made every ef-
fort to prevent its return. After then,
the people's needs were an end to
the war. CPP together with other
parties in conflict negotiated with
each other until a Paris Peace
Agreement was reached... After the
1993 election, thanks to the win-win
policy, we have been able to put an
end to the seceded zones where they
were under the illegal control of the
Khmer Rouge. Those places are
Pailin, Malai, Samlot, and Anlong
Veng. For the time being, the most
urgent need of the people is that
their livelihood be improved eco-
nomically and socialy...”

“... The priority of the next govern-
ment's platform concentrates on eco-
nomic issues and the living condi-
tions of the people. An economy-
oriented government will certainly
dea with issues of economy as a
priority... What remains to be done
for the sake of socio-economic de-
velopment? Without peace and po-
litical stability, it is impossible to
achieve this objective. They have
dialectical relationship -- peace and
political stability, and socio-
economic development./.m
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have to pay attention to the fact that
when any one demonstrator falsiill
and is taken to the hospital, she
may not receive adequate treatment.
This situation would give them pre-
text to accuse the government of hu-
man rights (violation)...”

“... 1 am fully aware that the demon-
strators have abused me with the
foulest language. It is similar to
those used by Pol Potists against me
over the past years... They cannot
instigate anger in me. Instead, | will
pay attention to their safety and
health..."

HM’s message should be honored
"... Yesterday, HM the King issued
a roya message, the content of
which, | think, should be able to at-
tract consideration and sympathy
from the leaders of the demonstra-
tion, and the demonstrators...”

“... Hundreds or even thousands of
protesters among the 11 million peo-
pleisnot agreat number... In fact, it
has disturbed the peaceful and nor-
mal lives of the 11 million citizens.
Based on this reason, even if they do
not care to sympathize with the
Government, the Constitutional
Council(CC), or the National Elec-
tion Committee (NEC), | think they
should at least respect and under-
stand the messages of HM the King
(there were two of them, ord one
and written one)..."

The voted-in Premier for 1998-03
"... As for the apped on me to step
down, | would like to say "Yeah" |
am going to step down. Legaly, |
will step down from my current po-
sition as the Second Prime Minister
(of the 1993-€lected Government) to
become the sole Prime Minister(of
the 1998-elected Government)...
The new-term government will ac-
cept only one Prime Minister in ac-
cordance with the congtitution... | do
not cling to power, but | have been
voted in by (the mgority of) the

people...
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“... Definitely, it is not by chance
that since April-1998 CPP an-
nounced Hun Sen's candidacy for
the post of Prime Minister. Thereby,
the support for CPP could be inter-
preted as the support for Hun Sen to
function as the Prime Minister. |
have to respect the people's deci-
son..."

On Election complaints...

"... (asfar asthe election complaints
are concerned) | would make no
comments. The Electoral Law which
was adopted prior to the election
should be a foundation for any dis-
cussions. Article 118 of the Law
stipulates that the parliamentary
seats would be allocated according
to the "highest average calculation
system.”

“.... Besdes, NEC issued many
pamphlets concerning seats alloca-
tion prior to the polling date.. |
would like to affirm that CPP as a
whole, and | personally, will not ac-
cept any number of seats alocated
by any formulathat does not exist in
the Electoral Law or that is modi-
fied a the pogt-election period.
Even if the formula would be in fa-
vour of CPP...”

On racist rhetoric and violence...
“... The opposition's acts, like what
they did yesterday (to the Cambo-
dian-Vietnamese monument, the de-
struction of the public property), or
the tone of violence in their
speeches, warn us al of possible
violence. | hope the demonstrators
will refrain from repesating such ac-
tions...”

“... (Asfar asrhetoric of violenceis
concerned), | clearly seethat several
months ago. Firstly, they want some
kinds of violence to stem from the
part of the government. Secondly,
they want me to engage in the quar-
rel..., | will not fall into ther

traps...”

“... As long as the demonstration
proceeds in a peaceful manner like it

has been till today, | think they
could go on for another period...
Last August 26, | drove my car qui-
etly into the capital... | noticed that
daily life prevailed as usual, though,
in fact, the demonstration did affect,
one way or the other, on the living
condition of the people and the con-
fidence and interest of investors..."

Vision on the Cambodia’s need
for a coalition Gover nment

".. | fed that Cambodia has no
other choice, but to form a codition
government. | remember that during
my first meeting with the then
Prince Norodom Sihanouk in Fer-
Entardenois on December 2, 1987, |
redlized that Cambodia needed a
codition government. From then on
| aways reiterated time and again
that Cambodia would need a coali-
tion government during the next ten
or fifteen years. | see it as the best
choice for Cambodia because this
will help gather strengths, spiritual,
physical, intellectual to reconstruct
our nation... | think we are in the
bargaining period. | think no one
could avoid each other. One party
(Sam Rainsy Party) could avoid me
if it wishes to, but the other party
(Funcinpec) needs to work with
me...”

CPP callson HM to convenethe
meeting of the new National As-
sembly

"... On September 3, Samdech Chea
Sim, Samdech Heng Samrin, and
HE Chea Soth will have an audience
with HM the King in Siem Reap.
The main topic of the discussion
will be the date of the first meeting
of the new Nationad Assembly,
which, according to Article 82 of
the condtitution, is to be convened
by HM the King within 60 days at
the latest after the election...

“... May | finally have the attention
of the demongtrators that the rainy
season is bouncing back now. They
should return to their places for
daily life routine... for the sake of
their families,m
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