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Launching Calmette’'s Radioscopy & Neurology Buildings

25 February 2004 (Informal Translation)
A Visit to the Kompong Raing Bridge Construction

23 February 04 - In the Calmette Hospital, Samdech Hun Sen is
looking at the graphic presentation with the French medical spe-
cialists during the inauguration of the two buildings.

.. ltisagreat plessurefor meto
vigt the condruction Ste of the
Kompong Raing Bridgewhichis
important for the efforts to bring
about an internd integration of
fomely ineccessble or hadly
acoessble aress. The bridge is
indeed linking onesideof Dambe
ddric of Kompong Cham
province to the didrict of
Chhlong of Kratie province The
aea in beween is nomdly a
hardy accessble or inaccessble
one, which dlows for bed
dements to conduct ther
dissdtrous actions It weas true
dointhetimeof war. After the
wer lots of efforts have been

placed on restoring the
infragtructure,  but it was
unfortunatethet thefloodin 2000
destroyed many pats of the
renovated roads In this area it
may havebeenawrong fudy as
far as water way is concerned.
We samed to have Idft
inedequete way for flood to
digperse as the S Company
filled some ditcheswithlogs Itis
for thisreasonthet wedeared the
ditches and dismantled mogt of
the log-dogged bridges upper
dream 0 tha the flood flank
would not gretch to dameging
villagesdongsde

(Continued on page5)

“.., itisagrest honor and pless-
urefor metojoinyoudl, Excdlen-
des Lades and Gentlemen, in
the hand-over caemony of the
medicd euipment and supplies
donated by France We d0
today inaugurate two buildings
for matemity, radiosoopy ad
neurologica thergoy and exami-
netion, in the Camette Hospitd's
compound, amodern hospitd of
theKingdomaf Cambodia

On behdif of the Royd Govem-
ment and People of Canrbodia
and mysf, may | etend our
profound gratitude, through H.E.
Pare Andé WILTZER the
Miniger for Cooperation and
Francophony, to the People and
Govemment of France for ther

direct engagement in the iecon-
gruction of Cambodia and im
proving the living standard of

our Cambodian pegple

We dl dways treeaure the vau-
able contribution by France
through the rebuilding of pesce
in Cambodiaand the assitance

that France has provided to the
Kingdom of Carrbodia, egpe-
dadly in the hedth sector. This
paticdaly indudes the con-
sruction of hospitals and coop-
edion among hospitds and
hedth sdence universtiesof our
two countries, and the provison
of medicd equipment and sup-
plies as wdl as thet of scholar-
ships for training of 172 spedal-
ized doctors over the pagt 10
years. The ads have been of
greet Sgnificancefor Canbodias
recovery. All the assstance pro-
vided by France are invdueble
and we have used them vary
dfidently. Apparently, the dona
tion of medicd supplies ad
thesetwo new buildingsthet we
will open now presant ancther
gret achievement tedtifying the
best and dose longstanding
traditiond rdaionship between
Cambodiaand France

Indead, in our effort to overcome
the long and difficult road over
(Continued on page 2)

16 February 2004 (Informal Translation)
Inaugurating Water Storage, Canals, Schoolsin Takeo

“... ltisindesd my plesaure to
reumn to the didrict of Bdti in
Takeo once agan dter | mede
two previous trips legt year. |
am d gaefu to be invited
by the CambodianHdlad
Bridge Organization s well as
the autharities of the whae
districtc and province for the
inauguration of aweter dorege
whose imigdion will ocover
aeaaound thisplace

... | coud recdl thet on Feb-
ruary 14, 2002, with the heed
o Cambodia-Hdlad Bridge
Organizeion  (CHBO), we
ineugurated five schod build-
ings with 22 dassrooms pro-
vided by CHBO in the com+
mue of Chrey Vien, Pey
Chhor disric of Kompong
Cham. Also inaugurated today
ae a 2919 mere of embank-
ment, 14 water gates two

gthod huildings in the Choaur
ted Chrum Cdllege a schodl
building in the Pimary Schod
of Promut, four bridges 17
water wdls, dirt roads and 40
housss for poor women+
heeded families CHBO fo-
cusssitsassigance in buldng
rud infragructure and in im-
proving condition for educa
tion, hedlth, sodd dfars..

.. CHBO represmtdive hes
just explaned to dl of usabout
the meming of the word
"Bridge’ and | agree with her

(Continued on page4)
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(Continued from page 1)

the pagt years we have faced
meny chalenges However, with
our drong determingion we
have managed to overcome
those chdlenges Successully,
achieving consderable and bold
results which are now having
positive impects on strengthen-
ing the pillars of the sodiety and
the culture of pesce security,
sofety and socid orders, deoc-
racy, respect of humen right and
peoples dignity, thus far have
opened up new horizon of qo-
portunities providing hope for
thefuturecf our courtry.

Fromthisperspective itisindesd
vay cudd to successfully al-
vance dl the reform momentum,
ofar ataned, to befadt tracked,
widdy epanded and despened
to eaure the sudanability of
development which will resuitin
accdeaaed povety reduction
among our people. Inthisfavor-
ade context, the RGC hes given
high priority to sodd deveop-
met, expedidly to improving
hedth services to be more effec-
tiveand effident.

The Cdmette Hospitd has gone
through many criticd  periods
and is now opening new pages
of itshigtory for best practices, -
which are prideful and promising
for Cambodian people Teking
this opportunity, 1 would like to
congratulate and goprediate for
the efforts of the management
and dl thegaf of Cdmette Hos-
pita infocusing onrebuildingthe
physcd infragructure, such as
buildings, equipping thefadlities
andtrainingmedica &, inorder
to provide best qudity hedth
svicestodients

| ill remember thet | did jointhe
opening of new buildings and
the handing-over of a scanner
donated by French Government
on7May 2002 During thet time,
foreign donors hesitated to pro-
vide Cambodia with such mod-
em equipment, doubting the
country was unableto adopt the

technology because of lack of

oedidists and patients But it

turns out that, according to the
report, Camette Hospitd  hes
provided "scanning” service for
w to 3493 people within 18
months for the purpose of diag-
nossandtimdy trestment. Upto
now, the revenue from fess
charged for scanning sarvicehas
recovered twothird of thecost of
the nachine, while hdping pro-
vide scanning sarvice to a great
number of poor people

In addition to opening of the
building, today wedsjoinina
ceremony to hand-over themod-
em eqipment worth dmost
USD 14 million. With the inten-
tion to improve the effectiveness
in providing sarvice to petiants,
themanager of TOSHIBA Snga:
pore, who joined me during the
opening of aconferenceroomin
2002, hes volunteered to pur-
chase this new equipmant, with
gopropricte price ad 5 years
gradud repayment without any
interest.

Thus | have agreed ad in-
gructed Cambodian technidans
to conduct astudy tour in Singa:
poreand visit the Toshibels plant
in Jgoan to get this modan
equipment to operate and pro-
videthepublicsarviceto Cambo-
dian people | think the Cdmette
Hospita could not afford to pay
back the cogt of this equipment
asquickly asit did for the Scan-
ner. Nevathdess, it is the need
for publichedlth, and | bdievethe
hospitd will try its best to repay
asagreadinthetermsof contract.

Indesd, the Cdmette Hospitd
hes become an adminidrative
public ertity, enjoying astatus of
finandd autonomy. Thus the
hospitd canmoveforward by its
own, uch as in expanding and
condructing new huildings to
meet the demand of patients in
maternd and neurdlogicd thera
pies and providing wel-
equipped andmodam VIProoms
for nationd and intemationd
patients.

In fat, finendd autonomy  imt
plies that we have to genarate
revenue or income to cover the
costs. Even the hospitds which
ae pubic adminisrative ingtitu-
tions are finenddly aitono-
mous, but they are il nonHorafit
organizations. Thus, they arenct
entitled to meke prfits like other
factoriesor enterprisss Wesarve
and ddiver public sarvice with
contribution from patients who
have dbility to pay in ader to
help those who ladk this ability.
Wehave obsarved thet anything
thet completdy rdiesonthedate
could not quickly progress.

In the world, thereis no country
where the date guarantess dl
provisons of public hedth sav-
ice, though there are some treat-
ment costs covered by the state,
but they are paid from the funds
thet the government withholds
sodid security or insurance corn-
tributionsdeducted from the aivil
s|vats dary.

Thedausof finencid autonomy
provides public entities with
fledbility to hende sdes and
purchases or independent rent-
ds but this mugt be managed
and reviewed carefully, with high
regponsihility and adherence to
the exiging providons of laws
and regulations. The practice of
"finendd autonomy” by public
inditutions, such as one imple-
merted in the Camette Hospitd,
could serveasamodd for others

The hospitd has developed
physcd infragructure, such as
these new buildings worth USH
265,069; and equippedwith other
equipman, fumiture and appli-
aoswothUSB57585. Sofa,
the hospita hes provided treat-
mets to 6442 poor people
about 366% of inpatients per
year whilethe number of petients
admitted to the hospital per day
hasincreasad to 300 corpared to
200 per day inthepreviousyear.

Moreover, | would liketo erpha-
gstha dl the achievementsthe
hospitd hes atained 0 far are

the outcomes of our hard works
ove a long period, combined
with the efforts of  cooperation
betwemn Cambodia and France,
andthose of our board of direc-
tors management, personnd and
dl the gf of the hospitd. Fur-
thermore, the French cooperation
has expanded technicd asss-
tance to other hospitds in the
capitd and provinces

| am convinced that other main
hospitds will fdlow the path
gone through by the Calmete
Hospitd, which dreedy comes
up with good management sys-
tem, thusbecoming Smiler finen-
ddly autonomous public admini-
gdration entities Thiswould build
on three key factorsfor effective
functioning of hospitas which
indude

Firg, deenfadlitieswith hygiene
and comfort, sswdll as eouipped
with modem, wdl ad ade
Quiately maintained equipmert.

Seoond, highly  quaified  gaff
without any discrimingtion on
paients and adherence to pro-
fessond ethicsendmoras

Third, sound finencid lesource,
dlowing for addtiond invest-
ment and adequate sday for
q&f, aswel as hdping the poor
who have no aality to pay the
fees

Improving the hedth sysemiis
one of the objedtives of the
Royd Govemmentsrefom pro-
gam, providng Cambodian
people with access to quality
hedth savice Thisisa key s-
tor, which can contribute to the
nationd devdlopment, expedidly
to economic growth and equita:
ble ddribution of the fruitsfrom
thet growth.

Inthiscontext, theRoyd Govem-
ment's Strategy for Hedth Sector
200832007 hes dearly dated the
priorities we mug focus on and
uccessfully implement. Those

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page2)
indude the provison of besic
hedth savice for dl Cambodian
people, finandd and adminidra:
tive deconcantration, humaen
resource development, atention
on dimination and prevertion of
infected or trangmitted diseases
epaddly HIV/AIDS, ad the
grengthening of hedth informe:
tionsystem.

Inded, if we look at the objec-
tives of the hedth srategy, we
foundthet consderableprogress
hes been made. But, we are not
yet idfied withthe results The
Royd Govanment recognizes
thet there are many chalenges
and shortcomings. Though the
Minigry of Hedlth hes ddegeted
finending decisons down to the
district and commune levds but
the actud resuits are limited, nat
up to the degree we dedre
Moreover, the deploymet of
hedth personnd to provinces
hasnot yet met thedemands.

The hedlth sector isexperiencing
lack of resources, though during
the pad five years the Royd
Govenment  hes tripled  the
budget for the Ministry of
Hedth. Accessto hedth savice
by poor familiesisdill limited due
to high cogt of private hedth
[vice

Moreover, | observe that there
are prodems ramained with us,
such as ingopropriate use of
medicines and equipments e
caue some of them are Sailt
andtheusedateisexpired.

Some hospitals face shortage of
medicad supplies and others
receive late supplies beyond the
expirdion dete, while the others
gorethe medicinestoo long and
they are expired. Thus | request
the Minisry of Hedth to con-
duct a review and find out the
reasons for the ddayed supply,
the supply of expired medidines
and equipments which are not
appropriatefor use Thus gener-
aly we have plenty of worksto
be done Therefore, | urge the

Minigry of Hedth and dl the
hospitas to continue strengthen
your forts and hdp reducing
the prodems which have ad-
verseimpacts on public hedth. |
adso urgedl the hedth personnd
to grictly adhere to professiond
ethics and conducts, in order to
move forward toward sucoesd-
ing our Hedth Srategy 2003
2007, whichtheRGChess2.

| beievethemedica suppliesand
the new buildingsweinaugurate
today will Sgnificantly contribute
to my man thrugt in improving
the hedlth satus of our Cambo-
dianpeope

Once again, | degply therk for
the generous and humanitarian
gestures, clearly reflecting
Francgs commitment in hdping
Cdmete Hogoitd ad other
hospitdsinthe Capitad and prov-
incesand in somedistricts, epe-
cddly thesupport providedtothe
hedth sector in Cambodia It
should be noted thet thisisaso
the postion dways taken by
Fanceinhdping countriesinthe
Francophony Community, such
asCambodia

We hope and srongly bdieve
thet France will continue to pro-
vide schdarships for medicd
oeddids and provide medicd
supplies to hospitds across the
courtry, and hdp foder more
and more cooperation agree-
ments between hospitas of the
two counties, - thus fadilitating
our cooperation and hep extend-
ing the lives of those infected
withHIV/AIDS

| dso thank the Toshiba ad
Dynamic Prama Co. Ltd Com
panies in Cambodia, who have
donated US$ 100,000 through
mysdf inheping build two build-
ings and fadlitate the Cdmette
Hospitd to buy the IRM ma
chine on aredit, with no interest
andfiveyear repayment period. |
bdieve the conpanies will de
thar other products on credit,
and with long tem repayment
and goproprigteprice..,

(Continued from page 8)
Moreover, in 2004, with finendd
aupport from the United King-
dom through UNDP, the Mine
Authority has organized the
quality control group and socio-
economic group with the totd
number of 7technicd gf, to
further strengthen quiity contrd
and planning of mine dearance
operaions, and the smocth dis-
tribution of demined landstothe
desarving andtruly poor.

This innovation integrates pov-
ety reduction and mine dea-
ance operaions as one into the
nationd development progam

| urge the Mines Authority to
implemat dl messures neces
sy to reflect the strong conit-
ment and vison of the Royd
Govenmat in ensuing the
trangparent and accountable use
of assigtance from our develop-
ment patners. These measures
indude

(1) Compilation and coordia-
tion of the national drat-
egy and program, as well
as national standards for
minedearanceadtivities

(2) Prioritization of demined
lands, and theassuranceof
achievament of mnedear-
ance;

(3) Srict enforcement of lans,
international conventions
and treaties on the prohi-
bitionsontheuseof mines;

(4) Harnonization of regula-
tions and reporting by all
mine dearance operators
to ensure accuracy of ga-
tigics and the timdy re-
leaseof informetion; and

(5 Implementation of moni-
toring and inspection of
de-minedlands

Furthermore, the Mines Author-
ity should continue to
grengthen the mines adtivity
data center according to intema:

(Continued on page7)
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(Continued from page 1)

thet though a bridge could be
just a few meters on which
we aoss from one Sde to
another, but it dso could be a
fiendy rdaiondip between
Cambodiaand Halland aswll.

...  wish to take this opportu-
nity to express through Mme
the represantaive of CHBO
our peoples gratitude to those
chaiteble people who have
provided us through CHBO
this ussful esddance Shefirgt
want to asdg Cambodians a
the Cambodian-Tha border n
1981, and she care to asig
the Cambodians indde in
1989 —a aum df fifteen years
now.

... She has written a book "A
River d Return” in which,
to my undedandng, she
wighes to express her love of
Carbodia that dter leaving,
she hes to return and thisisa
coinddence to the naurd
course of our Tonle Sgp cur-
rent which ter flowingin, the
wae reurms

... According to areport by HE
Governor of Tekeo province,
the dorage could reserve up to
1400000 cubic meers ad
oould irrigate 900 hectares of
rany seeson rice and betwean
170 and 200 hedtares of dry
seesn rice, plus about ten
hedtares of subddiary cropsin
14 villeges o Krang Liev
commune

... | am quite happy to have
obsarved from the hdicopter
thet rigt behind this place
there are fams with cucum-
bers and with the weter fedlity
provided today | jugt hope thet
our people will teke it further.
When | vidted the digrict of
Kong Asey yeterday in rda
tion of providng wae for
imgation, | have requested our

people there to plant anything
they can, to increese yidd and
to look dter infresructurd
achievemants

... Jug now CHBO hes pro-
vided akind of flower gedes
and | hopeour paoplewill try it
somewhere to see how wel it
gows Hower growing and
markeing isa good budness
Take for ndance our nagh-
bouring countries have taken
up the business of exporting
orchids <0 our people should
e that this budness is nat
only for locd market but dso
foregn ones

... Asfar astherice production
in Takeo is concamed, | have
a great plessure to rotice thet
though we could nat fulfil our
target st for the rainy seeson
rice, weingesd have excesded
the target st for dry seson
rice

In gengd, we hae
achieved rather good adtiva
tion and the make mede
nism will as8g in providing
aurplus rice to aress where
rice did not produce a good
yidd or faled to grow. | am
glad to retum to see our people
here once again and | have to
come becaue the people
voted for me

... Thee ae a@ght s=ts in
Takeo congtituency and CPP
was vated to dtain five seets
dreedy, 90 how could Hun
S beexpdled. Inthis senseg,
Hun Senwill be present for the
od or new (Govemnmert). |

wigh to have our peoples &
tention that whetever heppens
shoud ramanwithinthedrde
o paliidansand should refran
from destabillizing the livelihood
of our people

... The man issue haeis to
mantan pditicd and mecro-

economic  Sahility,  contain
inflation, and retdn economic
growth, while the curent
Government  continues &l
fronts of refoom and good
rdaions with naghbouring
and fordgn countries s a
whde

.. We have many forms of
coopaaion now. We have
Sate-people cooparation; date
privete-people  cooperdion;
daedaitdde pason ad
people cooperdtion for the
achievements of something.
Takefor indance the achieve
mernts that we redized here is
the resuit of such cooparation
and some achievamants have
taken shape without the asss-
tance of the Government as
wdl.

... Although some people tum
ablind eye ad a desf e to

thee achievaments, we will
go on woking hader ad
moakilize dl sources of caitd
and meke use of it economi-
cdly amed a downsizing the
military gpending and increes-
ing investment in aress of edu-
caion, hedth, and infragtruc-
turd devdopmeant.

... Wewdcomeal sources of
invesment cepitd, date pri-
vate and pasord, ad in
Takeo we have a good exam+
ple of HE Inoug, fomer Min-
ister of Pogt of Jgoan, who
built meny schodis in the dis-
trict of Kirivong.

.. Itisindesd primary to have
peece and paiticd gahlity
astodlow the country to &
velop, and gahlity coud not
be mantaned for long if in
peece the country does not
devdop. Therdforewe haveto
work out a red devdopment
though we know it could not
be achieved in a shart time &
dl.

... According to the five yeer
plan of poverty reduction srat-
ayy tha was formulated with
hdps from the Wald Bark
and ohe fordgn patnes
Cambodia hes 36% rae of
povaty to reduce and we
hope to rdieve our people
from this dtudion 12% a
yedt.

... It is a nave ramak thet
0me pditidans have mede to
wipe the poverty dl out in just
two years But wesse thisasa
problam thet requires careful
examingion and geps in re
solving it. Take for ingance
we sved our lives in 1979,
and our mateid requirements
have changed snce then for
the better — from just survive
to further requirements such
as in education, hedth, can-
munication,...

On that occason, CHBO pro-
vides four more canals for the
edendon of irrigation to rice
cutivation from the Thno
Dachwater sorage, and Sam+
dech Hun Sn offered ten mil-
lion Rids each to the pagodas
of Choautedl Chrum Sah
Kev, and Pun Nheankuk, a
sthod huilding of sx dass
roors each to the Primary
Sthoals of Choauted Chrum

and Angrun,|

NB: The prepared soeecth is
avalable a www.crv.orgkh

Page 4

http://www.cnv.org.kh



Cambodia New Vision Februarx 2004

(Continued from page 1)

. As fa a Baley bridge
condruction is concerned, Snce
2001, the enginesring teams of
the Ministy of Defence the
Gagad Sdf and the Infantry
Divison have ingdled over 400
bridges of more then 10000
meers of Baley, which is an
intendve invesment and it has
beenjustified by thefact that our
people ae meking use of the
roadsand bridgesfor the sske of
ther famly sodo-economic
improvements

... | parsondly think, and | am
aure the attire Cabingt agress
thet it is a prioty aea that
requires longtem  investment
and you may tekemy word onit.
The ocountry's infrasructure
which was achieved under the
SangkumResgrmiyum period of
HM Samdech Presh Norodom
Shanouk in baeween 1955 ad
1970 hed been destroyed dmost
compledy. Take for ingtance
dong the naiond road 7
between Mehmat of Kompong
Cham and Krdie province, none
of the bridgesthat werebuilt and
put in usein those dayswes left
in good condition as they were
attacked or bombed by thewear in
1970s

.. Asthewar was over we have
to look after those dameges and
improve the infrasructure For
ingance we have enlarged the
nationd roed 7 from 7 metersto
11 metersbecausewearenow in
the gpoch of huge lorry traffics

Thisis dso a good explanaion
why we have to gather mare
investment in bridging together

infrastructural network
throughout the country and
when| say 01 meentoindude
also hydraulic works,

communication system,

irrigation, etc. With the
condruction of the Kompong

Raing bridgewehavefuifilledour
plan to link up between Dambe
of Kompong Chamand Chhlong
of Kratie on the nationd road 73,

one of the tributaries of the
netiond roed 7.

... Toimproveconnectioninthis
pat of the country, this yeer |

agoproved the condruction of
ancther 42 meter bridge in the
Prek Prosop commune We il

have some Bailey bridges that
theRimeMinigter of the Peoples
Republic of Chinaoffered to me
to be ingdled dong the Sl

River, atributary of the Mekong
Rive & the paint of Koh Satin.

Wedill have to link this part of

Kratie through to the digtrict of

Soaung Trang of Kompong
Cham and the enginegringteem
o the Gaad SAf will be
ordered to take care of for the
res.

... As for this part of the road
renovetion, HE Keet Chhoniisin
the process of atracting foreign
patner for an investmat in
agphdting theroad 73, if not the
whalelengthwecould mekeit up
totheBridgeof Kompong Raing.
Our plan, however, isto agohdt
the road up to Kratie | wastold
thet the Jepanese are interested
and wewill falow up with them
asthey sent thair Sudy team to
thisareaaswal.

... The Jgpanexe has got two
billion Yen pa yexr as thar
counterpat  fund asde from
project and norHrgject grart ad.
Recantly they used 12 million
dollars for the renovation of the
nationd road from the area of

Phnom Den to the town of
Takeo, therefore they may do o
for thisroad aswdl. Having done
S0 our people could travd to-
from between Phnom Penh ad
Kratie by three routes — 1) the
netiond roed 7 from Phnom
Penh, Kompong Cham right to
Kratig 2) the netiond road 7, the
nationd road 73 and through to
Kratieand 3) by navigationinthe
Mekong.

... Itisindeed agreet opportunity
tha | have me today with
leedersof theprovinces, disricts
and the commune coundilsand |

would give them my congtart
appredidion for thar efarts in
fulfilling their jobs To conduct a
regular generd dectionisamust
in the demoadic oountry,
expecidly in the cae o
Camboda whee there is dill
much to learn aout de
concentration and de-
cantraisation of power.

... Itisnat asmple fact thet we
had conducted successfully the
communedectionand theRoyd
Govenmat et on this 40
bilion Rd or ten million US
dolars After the dedtions, the
Royd Govemment prepares 40
billion Rid every year 0 asto
kegpthesysemoparaiond.

... | am vary hgppy to see that
despite limited  budget and
knowledge, we dl from differat
political parties asdlected by the
peoples choice have shown to
be coopaative in fulfilling our
work together. | adviseyou dl to
go on doing o and as for the
Heed of the district of Dambe is
from FUNCINPEC, butinhisrde
| would urge him to think he is
nat a FUNCINPEC in his duty
but an offidd in the pubic
adminigraionframework.

... Asfar aspaliticsisconcarned |
too have difficulties in
coordinating a solution. Many
conditions have been brought
up for the formation o a Royd
Government after the
achievement of the 5November-
03 Agreamat. Howeve, an
announcemat was mede by
HM the King prior to His
depature to the Peoples
Repubic of China for medicd
checkup for our people to
dedde upon thar will for a
codlition Govemnment of two or
threepaties

... Arg if any paty leaves the
codition Govemmet, thewhdle
Government dissolves and the
Government has to go to the
Neiond Assmbly for re
approvd. In this context who
dissolves the Government? The

Nationd Assambly asissad in
the Conditution or a palitica
party?

... Seoond, before the formetion
of anev Govenmat, a new
Naiond Hetion Committee
(NEC) hestobesst up. NECisan
independent and neutral
indituion with a five year
mendate so if a paty ocould
dissolve it, what does
independence and  neutrdity
meenfor thisinditution?

.. Tosgt therecord sraight | am
dedaing that | wishtosst upa
codition of two paties and the
paty | would liketo work withis
FUNCINFEC. If FUNCINFEC
wishestogofor aGovernment of
three parties, it will be entitled to
only 20% of the shareand about
hdf of its offides will lose ther
jobs As 2/3 of thar senior
membarswould losethejobs its
ahility to competein 2008 would
dsdipthrough.

If FUNCINPEC agyess to a
codition of two with the CPP,

withthefomuladf 60%and 40%
or even more | can guarantee
thet it will maintain its portion in
the Govenmet ad will be
provided with post of Deputy
Heed of didrict for about 185

(FUNCINPEC) dfiddsandsome
more & the levd of provindd

Deputy Govenor and | think
they would gain a reasoncble
grength to run in the next
dedtions

... Some says oountries in
Europe would suspend ther
assgance if the deadlock
Stuation is to continue but a
Fench Miniger who wes in
Cambodia recently told me thet
Francewould not do so and the
Gamen Embassy in Phnom
Penhjust issued astatement that
it will provide its grant of 18
milliondallarsfor Cambodia

... To befrank we see no interest
in continuing such a deadlock
Stuation s we have so much

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from pageb)

works to do and meny laws to
adopt —takefor ingance the trid
bill, the WTO accesson
goprovd hill, the Bxtredition hill
baween Cambodia and the
United Sates of America Asfar
a the country's pulse is
concerned, we ssem to have no
problem.

... Thefinandid Stuation ssems
tobeingood hedth and isbetter
if compaed to before the
dections. As no news is good
news neny people resort to
sportsand | find HM's Website
an interesting source of
informetion. | just attained acopy
o HM's atide in 1955 ad
recantly another onefrom 1959.

... The atides reveded may
isuuesinthe pagt and it medeme
catanthat itis no strange when
pdliidansarein conflict with one
anather likein 1955, 56... and in
1959, when Son Ngoc Thanh
ad Sam Say berayed the
country, theexchangeof critidsm
dsoganeditsmomentum.

... l am mentioning this because
it isworth nating that when HM
the King led the country in the
1960s for devdopment, He was
aso blamed and overthrown by
thecouponMarch18. Asl ama

pagoda boy, a son of famers |
might aswell bedefamed...

On that occasion Samdech Hun
Sen urges the people to look
after the national achieverments
and warns the provincial and
digrict authoriies of their
cardessness in  providing
protection to those bridges and
roads and offered 20 million
Rid to the pagoda of Kompong
Raing and a schodl building of
six dassrooms to the Kormpong
Raing Primary Schodl.

19 February 2004

Taking Stock of the Cambodian Mine Action Center’s 1992-2003 Performance

“...,itisagreat honor and pless-
urefor metojoinyoudl, Excllen-
des Lades and Gentlemen, in
dosng the Gengrd Assambly of
the Cambodian Mine Adion
Canter (CMAC), wherewe have
teken gock of mine deasrance
adivitiesfor morethen 10 years
fram 199202008

| take this opportunity to sn-
cerdy congratulate and epress
desp gppreciction for the vau-
able and humane misson of the
CMAC, theMineAuthority, and
the Royd Armed Forces Engi-
neging Corps, and concerned
nationd and internationd organi-
ztions | d9 thenk the Cambo-
dian Red Cross and other inter-
nationd organizations thet have
mede continued efforts to  pro-
moteawarenessof the danger of
minesand unexploded ordnance

toour dtizens, egpedidly tothose
who live in @ess where mines
continue to exis. Together you
have eerted your utmost eforts
todear dl minesand uneploded
ordnenceherein Carrbodia

The minesand unexploded ord-
nance are brutal and murderous
ingruments thet are one of the
agpedts of the legacy of pro-
longed war in Carboda Our
joint efforts for over more then
the past decade have brought
many good lessons and experi-
encestowards the ultimete goels
of our mine dearance operaion.
Ou epeiences now endble us
to identify the drengths and
weskness, difficulties and Satus
of mine dearance worksin Camt
bodia Our expaienceshavedn
taught ushow to produce action
plans and other messures amed
a theacoderdtion and effective-
nessof our programs

The Royd Govemmet hes
dways conddered mine dea-
ance of highest priority in the
rehabilitaion and devdopment
of Cambodia, espedidly in rech-
ing the godls of poverty reduc-
tion and liberating the Carbo-
dian people from hunge. Lad
mines ae inimatdy linked to
poverty, environmentd degrada-
tion, growthand sodid equity.

Land mines nat only limit our
access to natura resources, &
pedidly land, but land minesdso
cause the rurd people to aban-
don their homdandsand resttle
in the urben arees. Quch migra-
tion has worsened the problem
of overpopulation, sodd and
environmentd  degradation, es-
peddly intheurbenaress

The poor and vulnerable people
are often |eft with no gotion but
risking ther lives by working the
minedarees Indeed, theisue of
minedegrancerdates not only to
sodid security, but dso to eco-
nomic growth and development

in generd, Snceit rdaesto land
distribution and the provison of
ey nes for poor fame-
househalds in the remote rurd
aess

The Seoday Gengd of the
Mines Authority has reported
the subgtance of accomplish-
mensfrom 1992-2008. The mire
degrancegakehdlders induding
nationd andinternationd organi-
zdions and the Royd Amed
ForcesEnginesring Corpshave

(@ demined fam lands totdling
26552y

(b) destroyed 459146 ant-
personnd mines

(© destroyed 13426 antitank
mines ad

(d) destroyed 1,037,634 pieces of
unexploded ordnance.

In 2003 done, some 4,170 hec-
tares of land was deared. Some
109844 atipersonnd  mines,
1,998 atiHank minesand 22,342
pieces of unexploded ordinance
weredestroyed.

In addition to mine dearance,
someinditutions have promoted
avaeness of mines ad the
reduction of denger from mines
These inditutions indude the
Cambodian Red Cross UNICEF,
HI, WE, WV/I, NPA, and CARE.
Thee agendies have jointly
hdped kegp the rate of mine
accidents rdaivdy low and &
ble over thelagt few years even
dropping from 848 peoplein 2002
to 745 pegple in 2003, Such
achievement mugt be conddered
as good news and a source of
pride for dl Cambodians who
avison tha Camboda will
achieve the zao rae of mine
accidentshy theyear 2012,

It isimportant to note thet while
Cambodia now enjoys 100%
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 8)

sincerdy thank dl donor partners
for thar vauable contribution in
dl foms induding finendd ad
technicd assstance, in therr ¢
forts of rehabilitation and deve-
opmet of hedthsector.

As | have mentioned, good de
livary of hedth sarvice will pos-
tively contributeto the economic
devdopment. Thishedth sarvice
iskey toincreased labor produc-
tivity, invesment and theleve of
saving through people's better
atainment of resuit in education
and better parformeance a work.
Inthissense the Royd Goven-
ment cond derscapacity building
and people's hedth as the top
priority agendain the response
tothe poverty reduction and the
implementetion of reform pro-
gransin dl ssctors Thus the
Royd Govemment hes eerted
its utmogt effortsto promote the
paticpation of NGOs and pri-
vate sector in providing hedth
education, hedth care and dis-
€ prevention activities in u-
ben ad rurd  aress amed a
reducing mortdity rateof children
and netemity and preventing dl
kinds of infected disseses such
asHIV/AIDS, Tuberculods and
Mdaia

Indeed, we have subdattidly
and notebly achieved in the
improvemeant of people swelfare
However, we dill have many
workstodoin order toreach the
dandard of hedth compered
withmoredeveoped countriesin
theregion. Bang wel avare of
this stuation and demand, the
Royd Govemment hes dfficaly
announced the Strategic Plan for
Hedth Sactor 2003-2007, which
provides a common franenark
for dl partnersof the Government
in its hedth devdopment for
2003 2007.

This plan spdls out the Srategy
for hedthsaviceddivery, behav-
iord chenge qudity inprove-
ment of hedth finencing, humen
resource and inditutiond deve-

opment, with the objedtive to
efectivdy deveop hedth sector
in order to enhance hedth of
Cambodian people,  espeddly
the poor and peoplelivinginthe
remote arees Teking this oppor-
tunity, dlow meto recdl my rec-
ommendations, which | rased
once on the occasion of the
dffidd dissamingtion of the St
tegic Aan for Hedth Sector for

the aterttion of the management
anddl hegthofficdsand geffs

Firg, intenafy the capedty
bulding of dl hedth dffidds
across the country; encourage
themto servethe poorest people
in the renate aress and find
waysto revard them with incen-
tives according to ther perfom
ance

Saoond, work more dasdly with
other concamned ministries to
improve the disbursemant o
hedth funds to the provinces
and Oparationd Didricts where
therearedf direnesds

Third, ensure the trangparency
and the ownership in the nple-
mentation of nationdl plan with
other sectors as well aswith the
privetessctor;

Fourth, effedtivdy monitor and
evduate the performence of the
plan making surethet the targets
ae met while iesponding to the
ovadl ohjedtives of the govem-
ment.

| would liketo empheszethet the
joint contribution made by “the
Fiendswithout aBorde™” anddl
generouspeopletothecondruc-
tion of the pediatric hospitd and
hedth education ceter hdps
improve nat only the welfare of
our children, but dso provides
many jobs to nurses and other
Cambodian personnd, up to 147
people More importantly, our
doctors, nursesand young medi-
dne g&ffs dso have good -
portunity to leern and draw les-
ons from the experiences work-
ing in hedth care with foreign

(Continued from page 3)
tiond gandards on informetion
manegemant. Suchwill befavor-
ablefor planning and operaions
management.

Once agan, may | express my
profound thanks to dl donor
patners who have supported
minedearanceintheKingdomof
Cambodia for over a decade
These donors indude Jgpen,
Audrdia Bdgium, Caneda, Den-
mak, the Europesn Community,
Fnlad, Francg Gamay, the
Netherlands, Republic of Kores,
New Zedland, Noway, Sveden,
United Kingdom, United States
UNDP, UNICEF, NPA, HI ad
CARE

| urge the internationd comu-
nity to continue your strong

expertswho hdp usinthishospi-
td. All thee are the vauddle
contribution, which wdl re-
sponds to the prime ojective of
the Royd Govemment in humen
resources devdopment in the
hedthsedtor....” |

upport for mine dearance in
Camboda Thisisa cudd ad
higoric activity that truly re-
sponds to the peoplé sred and
urgent needs Fnelly, | hope thet
dl our commonefoartswill leed dl
of Cambodiato adatetruly free
of mines and unexploded ord-
nancewithinthenext 10yeas..
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26 February 2004

Opening the Angkor Hospital'sHealth Education Center

‘.., itisagreat honor and pless-
urefor metojoinyoudl, Exadlen-
des Lades and Gentlemen, in
the fifth amiversry of the
“Angkor-Seem Regp Pedaric
Hospitd” andininauguratingthe
new huilding for an adminisra-
tivedfficeof the hospitdl and a
hedth education center in our
SsEm Regp province | have
leamedthat “ Angkor-Seem Resp
Pediatric Hospitd” isnat just one
of modemn pediaric hosaitdsin
theKingdom of Cambodia, but it
is the fird hospitd which hes
opened to provide sarvices to
children in Seam Regp. Thehos-
pita has been in operation for
five years and hdped over
200,000 children. Among athers;
ome dhldren came from the
neighboring provinces of Seam
Regp, such as from Bantegy
Meanchey, Oddor Meanchey,
Batambang and Kompong
Thom

On the occagon of this grand
gathering, on behdf of the Royd
Govermat o Carrbodia and
the parents of dl the children
who received hedth care in this
hospitd, dlow me to expressour
profound gratitudeto Mr. Kenro
lzu, President of the “Friends
without a Borde”, who initiated
to nohilize thousands of gener-
ous people from around the
world, espeddly Jgpaness,
Ameaicans who have mentaly,
physicaly and financidly con-
tributed to the condruction of
this modern hospitd and fully
covered the cost of operation
since 1999. May | teke this qo-
portunity to express my heatfdt
thankstodl thegenerous people
who present herg, and to cothers
donors who are regrettebly not
abletocomefor thisevert.

Paticuaty, | would like to thank
theVenaradbleHoumyoSaito and
Dr. Maaumi Kamachi, each of
them has contributed USD
350000 respectivdy for the
condruction and operaion of
the hospitd, and they have

planned to finence the operation
of this hospitd for the next four
years My thanks dso goto the
Jpanee Govenmat  which
contributed, through the BEm
bassy of Japanin Phnom Penh, a
100 kw power gangaor and
other equipments for the hospi-
td. Aswe aedl wdl avae the
prolongwar and pdliticd instabil-
ity for the lagt few decades left
Cambodiawith very poor public
savices and infragructure The
Gandde Regme of Pd Pot
desroyed the nationd hedth
sydem conpledy. After the
liberation of 7th Januery 1979, we
darted to mohilize doctors ad
hedth gaff who survived to
reorganize anationd hedth sys-
tem. The paiod betwean 1980
and 1989wasthetimefor renetili-
taion of the whole naiond
hedlth systlem induding physicd
infrastructure, managemat
sructure, and humanresource

During the paiod, many hedth
seffsweretrained; hedth service
sydem was institutiondized,
finenced and equipped with
fadliiesand with killed Saffs a
dl levds from retiond, provin-
dd, dstrict hospitals to com
mune hedth centers All nationd
programs, such as programs on
tuberculods mdaia  ddries
polios and nutrition, have been
implemented vaticdly withinthe
wholehedthsystam

| would liketo teke this opportu-
nity to express my Sncere gopre-
dationto dl offidds and & of
theMinidry of Hedthwho have
mede thar utmost efforts phys-
cdly and mentdlyinfufillingther
vauable duties for the cause of
renetilitation and development
of retiond hedth sysem, and
ataining greet achievementsand
improvements of the hedth sys-
teminCambodia Tekingadsothis
opportunity, on behdf of the
people and the Royd Govem-
ment of Cambodia, | wouldliketo

(Continued on page7)

(Continued from page 6)
pesce, mines and unexploded
ordnance dill infes some forest
and fam lands daly causng
harmtoinnocent peoplewholive
in the renate rurd aress There
cortinue to be millions of land
mines, the legecy of prolonged
wa in Cambodia Many, mary
people have been mamed or
killed monthly by landmines Itis
esimated that 40 percent of agi-
auturd landsaredill mined.

Indesd it isthe serious obligation
of the Royd Govemmen, the
Mine Authority aswdl as other
mine degrancerdated organiza-
tionsaswdl aslocd dffiddsto
enhancetheir effortsand collabo-
rateto promate mines avareness
among dl dtizensto avaid more
inddents.

Toensurefull peaceand security
inCambodiaandamong dl Cam
bodians mine dearance is con-
sidered a key program. The
Royd Govemmeatamstofresdl
of Cambodiafrom land minesby
year 2012,

Thusthe Royd Governmeant has
adopted land mine dearance as
an additiond Millennium Devel-
opmeat God for Cambodia —a
new, 9th god inadditiontothe 8
MDGs adopted by the United
Nations.

Therefore, today, may | epress
My gopreciation and support for
thecommitmeant expressedinthis
meding to minimize the rate of

incidentsdueto minesand unex
ploded ordnance in 2004, and to
enhance mines education, egpe-
dadly in provinceswhereindident
rates are high - such as Kam
pong Cham, Battanbang, Oudor
Meanchey, Sem Regp and Ban-
teay Meanchey.

Cambodiahasnat, and doesnat,
producewesgponsnor mines Yet
Cambodia hes verdy auffered
more than mogt countries from
mines The Royd Govemmat
hes unconditionaly committed
to and sgned the Ottawa Con-
ventionand rlated conventions.

As Cambodia hes grictly ob-
saved the provisons of the
Ottava Convention, the intema-
tiondl community hes supported
mine dearance opadions in
Cambodia, awading to the
CMAC, HALO TrusandMAG
with annua budgets totaing US
20 million. Mareover, the Ffth
Gengrd Assarbly of sgnatory
Sates of the Ottawa Convention
honored Cambodiaand Jepan as
Co-Chairs of the Searing Com
nittee on mine dearance aa
tions, education and awareness
progans and mine dearance
technology.

Lest wesk, the Secretary - Genad
aof the Mines Authority returned
from Genevawhere he sucoess-
fully chaired the Stering Comt
nittee meding, in which there
werepaticipants from more then
100 countries

On behdf of the Royd Govem-
meat and people of Carrbodia,
dlow meto expressmy profound
graitude through your Excdlen-
des the Ambessadors, Ladies
and Gatlemen, regpresantatives
of NGOs and other nationd and
intemationd  orgenizaions, for
your generosity. Your effarts to
mohilize technicd and finandd

adfor thedesrance of minesand
unexploded ordnancein Carrbo-
dia hes indeed contributed sg-
nificatly to the freang of fams
andthereduction of dangerfrom
minesinCarboda

May | dso express my goprecia
tion to the Cambodian Mine
Adion and Vidims Authority —
the"MinesAuthority" - thet has
successfully played its role ad
peformed its duty asthe regula:
tory inditution that esures d-
fective coordination and coop-
eraion among dl mine dearance
opgaors in Carbodia | note
thet the Government of Caneda
has continued tohdlp strengthen
Oatabase management by the
MinesAuthority.

(Continued on page 3)
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