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09 November 2003

Addressing the 50th Anniversary of the Independence Day

29 November 2003

Addressing the MRC'’s Council Meeting

On November 29, Samdech Hun Sen presides over the signing ceremony of
two agreements on Economic and Technical Cooperation between the
Royal Government of Cambodia and the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC). The Agreement on a grant of fifty million Renminbi
Yuan and the Agreement on an interest-free loan of two hundred million
Renminbi Yuan were signed respectively by HE Hor Namhong and HE Keat
Chhon with HE Ning Fukui, the PRC's Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia.

“...,Onberdf of thepeopleand the
Royd Govanmet of Cambodig, |
wamly wdoome dl the didin
guished Minders ad ddegetes
from the MRC (Mekang River
Commission) Member Sates from
Lao PDR, Kingdom of Thailand,
Soadis Republic of Vienam and
Kingdom of Camboda and the
Reresaniatives of the intametiondl
organizationsand avil sodly.

This 10th Amud Meding is argan+
ized just afew days dter Caml-
dian people anrossthe country oge-
breted heppily and sucoessfuily our
King NORODOM SHANOUK's

Birthday, theS0h Amiversay of the

Nationd Independence Day and the
Waer Fedivels

Acoording to records the Water
Festivals are dosdly linked to weter
reource ad rdigous bdids of
Cambodian people | belief such

fedivitiesared s cdetrated inather
fipatian countries of the Mekong

River. It isindesd areflection of the
rde of "wae" in the sodd, en-
nomic and auturd, as wl in the
reigauslifedf our GMSretions

Thexe events are odedorated in the
(Continued on page?2)

“.., Peodle in the entire Cambodia
aeodduraingthe Sth Amiversary
of the Independence Day
(November 9) with grestest honor
ad pide This commamordive
evant is presded over by aur mogt
respectable King and Quean, Therr
Mgedies King NORODOM S-
HANOUK ad Quen NORO-
DOM MONINEATH SHA-
NOUK.

All of us are gredlly ddighted, le-
caue this evert is being organized
during the pariod thet our country is
enjoying full pesce and sodd ad
economicdatility, whilethe process
of buldng the rues of law, theim-
pemenaion of demoorery, the
respet for humen rights and the
devdopmet ae bang deedly
drengthened and expended.

Inceed, our efartsto daim full inck-
pendence of aur retion hed ben
mede nat in ane or two days even

nat in one month ar two marths o
€/en maore nat in one year or two
years

The grugdle for independence of
the retion recpires highes levd of
saifices and commitments: and
the combirgion of widom ad
fledble and atful leedadip with
paiticd and diplomaicmeans

In hisRoyd Leter, ddted 14 O
ber 2003, st to hisfellow Camin-
dian people informing them about
hiscortributionsin bringing full ince-
pedece to Camboda duing
19019505 His Mgedy the King
hes indicated thet the redlization of
independence from Francein 1963
was"not only aresut of histwoyear
leedership, 1952-1953.."

Indecd, the November 9 represants
the date that Cambodia under the
wise and deemined leedrdhip of

(Continued on page?2)

06 November 2003

Marking the Anniver sary of the RCAF's Establishment

“.. | am edtremdy honored ad
pleesd to jain dl of you to com
memorete the S0th Amiversary of
the Edablidmat o the Royd
Cambodian Ammed Forees

Thisevert is organized & such the
time canading the fully peeodful

paiad our country is enjoying with
dd and eoonamic dability, while
the buldng of rdes of law, theim
pementation of demoorary, the
respect for humen rights and the
devdopmat ae bang deedly
srengthened and expended.

November 9 becomes a gredt
hisoricd evat thet linkstotheestat:
lishmat of the Royd Cambodian
Amed Foross fifty years ago, for
the cause of nationdl independence,
integrity and tenitoid - Soverdgnty,
peeceand progressof our netion.

The adopion o November 9,

which hes been a Natiord Ince-
pedence Day, as the RCAFs
Establishment Day hes its gpedid

intenion. Thisis to recdl the gregt
achievemeants by our gret Kng,
His Mgedy NORODOM SHA-
NOUK; in buildng the RCAF dlr-
ing hiswondafu tenureto dameand
independence from the French
odony in 9 November 1953, when
RCAF was edablided, trandom-
ing itdf from the then "amed
gaus of brave Cambodian famde
Ddes.

We should note thet the oderation
of the 50 Amiversay of the esteb
lishment of the RCAF is argenized

(Continued on page4)
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(Continued from page 1)

King Shenouk virtually reeched the
find and gregt Vidary, fordng the
Repudlic of France to gve wp dl

pove and athorities to the Kirg:
dom of Camboda induding the
avil adminigration, judidary, ssar
rity, military, diplométic powersand
theinteame andextamd poliics

Howeve, the drugde under the
high leedership of e King hed
dated in 1945. Thus hisleedarship
curing 19621953 wes just the find
paliticd and diplométic sruggle thet
led to fresing Cambodiaand Camt
bodian peodle from French cdoni-
zation thus achieving full retiondl
independence

Under thehisbright andwiselesdr-
dip, King NORODOM SHA-
NOUK sarifioed his mentd and
phydcd sregthsin along srugge
before and duing his tenure, thus
Camboda codd enjoy ful inde
perdencefreefrom theinfluenceof
a gredt power who hed a drong
pditicd, militry and economic
power withouk loss of people lives
ad ay tamitoid patition This is
indesd ahistoricdly couregeousand
repediablerecord for our childrento
leemand remembe, wSng it ssa
lesson in their dforts to protect and
build our beloved retioninthefuture

Thus it wes a gredt luck for the
Royd Govemment and Cambodian
peodlethet theKing heslet dl of us
know about hisedtivities and leecer-
dhipinbringing full independencefor
Carboda  duing 194019505
whichwasdaedinhisRoyd Letter
Ceted 14 October 2008 to his comr
petriats

This Royd Letter will save s an
importart higorical record for gudy
by aur children generationsto .

The Royd Govemnmat hes d0
published abrief hidory of hisroyd
adivitiesinbringingindependenceto
Cambodiainorder todediceethisto

November 2003 = Cambodia New Vision

thegreet achievementsof our highly
repedale King, His Mgedy
NORODOM SHANOUK, pro-
vidkd to our motherland of Camtn-
da

Wedl wishthis"retiond agairation’
of the Kings adtivities be remem+
bered and recdled in the memories
ad heats of dl Carbodan dt-
zax for the fim and longlading
independence, integrity and sover-
dgnty and devdopmentintheKirg:
domaf Cambodia

On the cocaion of the S0t Amni-
versay of the Independence Day
(Novembe 9), the Royd Govenr
mat ad dl Carmbodan people
wigh to eqress our modt graitude
and gopredaion to Your Mgedy
NORODOM SHANOUK, the
Kingdf Carmbodia ad to dl the
Dignitaries and Predeoessors for
ther contributions to the cause of
netiondl indepandence, inteyity and
tanitorid soverdgnty of Cambodig,
sifying dl thar physcd ad
mentd srengihs

All of us thechiloren and grandchil-
dren, woud liketowish ther Mges:
ties King NORODOM SHA-
NOUK and Quen NORODOM
MONINEATH SHANOUK the
bes wides Wewish you longev-
ity, good heeth and drength ad
wigdom. | wish Samdech, Your
Royd Highress Y our Excdllendies
the Presdents and the Deputiesand
Mearbes of the Sendte and the
Nationd Assamhly as wdl as the
mambasad theRoyd Govermat
ad avil avatsa dl levds ac-
0sssin your endeavorsto sve the
reion ad Cambodan peple...
May the ndiond recondligiion,
peeceand development reamainand
|t forever inourwonderful land”|

(Continued from page 1)
"conjuncion’ of Mekong & Fhnom
Perhwhereanaurd phenomenon
ooours eech yer, the revarsl of
waarsfloning bedk fromthe Gregt
Lake (Beung Torle Sp) into the
Mekongand BassscRivars

Thus the cdedorations arerdaed to
thedobandflow of theMekangad
Tonle Sgo aswdl as linked to the
fish aultivation patem or the gt of
fishing seesn.

Moareover, the water fedivities do
represant the "expression of thanks'
to the "guardien ints' and the
"mather of neture! for their kindness
andtherichresourcethey difertous
aking for blessngs that wedth,
good fortune and heppiness will
comegganinthefdloning yes.

As | was informed, this year the
MRC Sereariats 9af dso took
patintheboet races Thus | parsn
dly congratulate and therk for thar
perticipetion!

The Mekong symbdlizes the flow
of millions of lives of peodlein the
ripatian netions of this greet rive. |
leemed from the repart by HE Lim
Kean Hor, Chaimen of the MRC
Coundl, thet inthismeding you will
disussanumbe o articel issuesin

your agenda, and the main purpose
istohdpmest thenesdsof Mekang
and peopleinthesbregion.

Such gredt river like Mdong can
tel mary dories on the nesds of
peoplewholiveand eam their living
depending on the riches and kirdk
nessof the'"'mather of water™.

The people living in the Subregion
nead the devdl opment of sHetras:
potgion ad traffics they nexd
peece and Ay free from neturd
cdamities they ned food secunity
aswll astounid stes entatanment
and enjoymant with the neture and
auturd wedth dong the berks of
theriver.

TheMekong River, with 4800 Km
inlength, is dessfied as the bigoest
river in Adaand is the richest with
hicdiversty (dverefloraandfaung)
ssoond dfter the Amazon in Ama-
ica

Neverthdess we dl ae consious
thet, for countries shaing the river
together, the povarty reduction &
meins a top prirty in ther soad,
economicand environmentd devel-
opmat pdides

Asin ather tropicd nivers the ceese
o devdgpmet in the Mekongs
besinisnot agood aption.

Thefast groning population and the
ourat levd of povaty will meke
s for the devdlopmant thet it is
increesingly beooming animpartart
fedor.

Toadantheliving of peopleand o
providered hopefor their futLre the
fipatian countries of the Mekong

Rive mu have the ddligetion to

promate sodd and economic @
velopmat in the way thet it will

effedively enaure the atantehlity
of theriver.

Therefore, we mud condder ad
make dedisions together, 0 thet the
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page2)
devdopmet of the invdugble e
urce o this gregt river can go
ahead, thusensuring the maximum
berits we will get for our netion
and people andaminimum lev of
negdive impects on the river and
amongour eechcountries

Indesd, the lives of millions people
depend on goproprigte menege-
mat of the Mekong River ad
doseintemeiond cooperaion

Thisisanimportant factor to prevent
conflicts and guarantee staneble
s00d and eoonomic development,
thusimproving thewelHoding of our
peaple

Thus the edablishment of MRCiin
1995 hy dgning anew Agreamant
on Coopadion for Sdanedle
Devdopmat of Mekong River
Basn was indesd a new tuming
partin the higory of intemetiongl
cooparation, amed & sustangde
menegament and shaing of the
riversresourcewith hamony.

The agreament recpires dl mem-
ber countriesto provide condructive
cooparation with muiud bendfitsin
the longHaeting devdopment, man
agamat and the consavaion of

water and other rdated resources of
theMekong River Basin

To this dde the MRC hes g
proeched its 10 year aniversary,
and it beomes more metured and
modemized

| natice thet the MRCs Caundl and
its Joint @mmittess have adopted
ad ¢ out redluions progams
andanumber of projedtsto Lces
fully implement theMekong Agree-
mat ad the good predticss of
cooperdion, & we cdl it the
“Mekong Spirit”.

According the recently-pubdished
MRCs repart on the gaius of the
river besin, | have noioed thet the
evironmentd condition of the Me-
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kong River is rdativdy good com
paredtocther bigrivers

A numbg o dudes ad e
sachesindicated and redated thet
the Great Lake "Tonle Sy, the
heat of the Mekong River's sydem
and Cambodig, would nat dry up
vay 00n & dedared in severd

reports

This case proves how importart the
information and dudies ae in the
plaming, monitaring and dedson
meking process which have to be
bessd on gopropriate and pedfic
tedhndogies

Inthisrespect, o far | dosarved thet
there hes e alladk of gopropriate
information  communicetion  and
tadndoged gounds thet hes
cased wiong condusons ad
miandadandngsaswell aslatsof
oontroverses

Thus | gopredate in paticla the
efforts mede by MRC in the et
ligment of a dedsonaippating
gydem besed on sound knomledge
and spedfic deta, aswel asin the
promation of cooperation & techni-
cd leve through exchange o infar-
maion and dda among member
ocountriesand with thetwo updreem
oountries China and Myanmar,
which ae the mod importart pat-
nasof the four lower dresm counr
ties

Aswe dl redize, Southeest Ada,

epeddly theGMS hesmovedtoa
mare favorable stage of economic
integyration and iegjondl cooperaion

indl stors

The §x nations, the common mes:
ters of Mekong River, have bem
living together in pesoeand commi
ted to cooperation for muiLd bere-
fits

Indecd, pesce in the GMS s
region woud provide uswith ample
oppartunity in bringing our countries
dosz towad redizing the GMS

vison, - the region of progparty and
ey

Inthisaonted, the MRC, anedf the
vaious inemetiond organizations!
programs wes edzblided to po-
mate regiond coopardtion in the
devdopment of Mekongbesin

With good progress in the b
regiondl cooperation, moving away
from the negatigion and plaming
process toward cooperation in im-
pemeniation the MRC hes st aut
ad impemanted the sound lecdl
framework and technicd and sien
fific inditLions induding the “19%
Mekong Agreamatt” and the per-
menet mecheniam for condart
didogues and jart adions & the
paliicd and tednicd levds Al
theeaethedrangthsof heMRC.

At the same time, with increesed
rumber of foumsandingitutionsfor
thedevdlopment of Mekong River's
besin, thenesdsfor cooparation and
coordingion among variousmedte:
nisTs and programs ae inaress:

ingy moreimportart.

Thus | think the presence of repre-
siaivesfrom ADB, ASEAN and
other arganizations hes sown the
recognition by &l dekenoldersaf the
importance and the nesd for the
coopadion and  coordination.
Theefore may | exres nmy
wames welcome of the qairit of a
highly regponsilecooperation.

..., O behdlf of Cambodian paople
adtheRoyd Govermat of Cam
bodia, | wauld like to eqress our
firm commitment to Sypporting and
enhendng regiond and intemetionel
cooperdion, espeddly the coopaa
tion among countries of the Me-
kongshesnindl sedtors

Once g@in, | wish you dl frutful
dsussons ad a wondaful and
uforgeiedle day in Cambodia,
epaddly wondaful vist to Tarle
Sp ad ahe stesin our land of
miraodous Angkor Wat.

TheMekong, thelong lading tiesof
our retiord Warking together for
common progress With this oinit,
may | dedare the opening of the
10h MRC Mingaid Counal
Mesting,
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(Continued from page 1)

a thetime, coindiding with our Tia
dtiord Weter Fedivd ad the
Commemoration of the 50t Amni-
vasay o the Independence Day
(Novembe 9 whichwill fdlow one
anothe from 7to9Novembae.

In paticula, the amed forces and
dl Cambodian people eqress their
strong Sppart and congrtuiation for
the positive reslits of the meding
betwean the three paliicd parties
sking palitical solutions involving
the fundioning of the Nationd A&
sarhly and the formuldion of the
new Royd Govenmet for itsthird
mendete, which was presided over
by His Mgety NORODOM &
HANOUK, theKing of Cambodia
in the yederday moming of 5 No-
vambe 2003

With this gopredidion and adtive
appart, welook fowardwitherthur
gaam to the soonest commence
meant of thewark of aneffeciveand
highly regpongblenationd assambly
and the new third manddte Royd
Govanmat.

Teking do ths gpportunity, on
bedf of the Royd Govermat
andmy ovnsdf, may | eqressimy
grditude and Snoere congratulaion
to our RCAFsdfficersand men for
their great saoifices and dforts to
overcomed| kindsof difficutiesand
ddlengesfor the cause of netiond
recondliation and pesceprovided to
our peopleand therdtion.

RCAF hes d9 contributed to the
ucoessul impdementiaion of the
Royd Govermats pdicy ad
reform programs eswel asto the
five year plan of the rdfom of
RCAF.

| have ligened with interest to the
gpesches made by HE TeaBanh,
Smior Minge and CoMinde of
Defene and HE Gengrd KeKim
Yan, the Chief of the RCAFs Gar
ad Sdf, rdleding the edaish
mat of RCAF and the brave par-
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famance o its higarical missons
for the case of indgpendence
integyity and tenitoid soverdgnty,
pesce ad devdopmet far the
netionand our mathertand.

Onbendf of RGCand my onn Hf,
| would like to eqress my umod
and sincere gpprediion to dl o
officers and ldiers of the RCAF
for the great saiifices they have
made.

Moreover, | wish to express my
dempgrditdetodl our countrymen
who have srificed ther bdoved
children, goousss and rdldives to
sve in the RCAF to proiedt the
oountry throughout gengrations

May | convey my wamest regards
love and grditude to those families
of deosesd, dissble and demab-
lized Dldiers aswdl asto thoe of
inued ones daying in the hogatdls
and wigh them quick recovery and
goad hedlth!

Asyou dl may know, decadks of
intamd conflids and protracted avil
wars have rooted out the RCAF to
complete degrudion. Orly dter the
gened dedions in 1993 thet the
RCAF hes ben reorganized by
integrating the former foroes of the
petties to the Pais Peece Agree
ment under thewises leedarship of
HisMgedy theKing of Cambodia

The RCAF hesben built and re-
ganized into aunique netiond ammy
of the Kingdom of Cambodig with
the core reponsihlity to pratect the
retiondl indgpendence, integyity and
tamitoid vergrty of the Kirg:
dom of Camboda, to protedt the
conditution and peece and politicd
dehlity, sswell asto adively partic-
pete in mananng sodd odg,
drengtheningtheruiesdf law, impe-
mening demoarary, respeds for
humen rights and the rehehillitztion
ad devdopmet o the raion,
epaddly in resing ad saing
peoplefrom neturd cdlamitiessuch
asthefloodsinrecantyear.

Inthiscontexdt, RCAFisdsoplaying
an importat rde in sregthening
ad expanding frienckhip, sdlidaity
and cooparation with extemd pett-
nars contributing tothemaintenance
of secuity, peeceand Sahility inthe
regonandtheward

Indesd] thegenerd dectionsin 1993
codd nat bring ful peece to the
nationand Cambodian people Only
a the ealy 1999 thet Cambodian
people have enjoyed ful retiord

reconaligtion, pesce, Sehlity and
sty in the entire country for the
fird imein the last severd decades
de to the "wirwin' pdicy ad
grong pdliticd commitmart of the
Royd Govamment and Cambodian
pedle in the process of retionl

recondligion, without any interven-
tionfromoutsdas

Itisour grestest pricetoend thedark
higory of warsand intamdl conflicts
ad to wcoessuly prevet the
comebeck of Khmer Rouge, and
moreove to damentle the palitical
ad miitay agenizaion of the
Khmer Rouge which isthe apira
tion of our peodle to live in peece
progress hamony and heppiness

Nowedays while the Kingdom of
Camboda is & ful pecg the
RCAF, induding theirfantry, nevel
and ar forcesaswell asthemilitary
pdlice and ather edidizad units
continuesto play animporart rdlein
drenghening peece and paliticd
gahlity, and in implementing the
agandad theRoyd Govemmant of
Cambodiain the devdopmant ad
recudng the povaty among our
pepdle

Among dl these conddearable bad
achievemats uch as the mainte-
nence of security and sodd orders
induding the suppression on tara-
iam, amed rabbay, kidhgaing,
RCAF hes dredly and edivdy
contributed to pafoming the bedk-
borerdein support of ather goven-
matsindituionsinmany arees

Those adfivities indude the arade
doan on dug trafficking, anerchy
ad vidaion in foret eqlataion,
the auppresson on smuggling, the
partidpetion in condrudion of roeds
and bridges big and sl imigetion
sdems wells shods: hogoitdls
pegodes, devdopment centers and
thedearance of minesfreainglands
for aur peodle, and saving our peo-
pleinthecasedf naurd dssdas

In order to promote the prestige and
presavethe predioustredition of the
RCAFsnee)yearsagoandinthe
grand oocasion of the Amniversary
of theRCAF, may | urgethe Cam+
mendas Officersand ldiersof dl
inditutions and units of RCAF to
ocotine avandng  the gredt
achievementsganed ofar tofoaus
onconaeeprioitiesasfdlons

(D) Contine the pradicss ac-
cordng totherdesand duiies
as dae in the Law on the
Gawd Sauwsfor Sidesd
the RCAF by erting highest
degree of loyalty and saori-
fioes for the cause of the 1
tion rigonandtheKing,

(@ Continue to sucoesdully fin
demet the Royd Govern
mat's pdicy agenda and the
plan for reform of RCAF on
the beds of the netiond &
fae polides daed in the
White Book of retiod b
feneasaguicdine

3 Coniinueto ehancethe palit-
a qdity o dl Jddes
through trainings in pyohd-
ogy, corredlly respecting the
retiond  lans  ddiplines
regdations and military a-
ders to exrdse democracy
and pratedt humenrrights As
a Dde, you shodd adopt
good beavior ad dhics
desaving the degpafedion
of aur paople

@ BEnhancetrainingsasplamned

(Continued on page5)
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(Continued from page4)

and identified to conduct bath
insdeand autscethe courtry,
in order to drenghen and
devdop the capexity in tedhni-
cd eddiztion Pomate the
devdopmat of the humen
resource in the amed forces
with progressve develgpment
ad srength to asure thet the
Ohligetios of reiond and
matherland ddfensearemet.
©® Inmproethelivinggandard of
ders by foousng on buld-
ing of barrads hegth care
ad addtiord autivetion in
order to hdp dlve prodlens
faced by the limited netiordl
bucket with the senee of high
regponghility and cretivity.
6 Inperat sridly the military
pdlides on daohilizd and
retired militarts desarted and
dsbad nilitans and the
famlies o deceasd and
dssbledsdders

(7 The Mingry of Ddens
Gawd S4f o the Rod
Carbodian Armed Foroes
theHeadquartersof the Royal
Military Pdlice must coord-
rete with the Mindry of Ine-
rior, CommissonGangrd of
the Netiord Pdice Com
mendng Headgerters  of
Provindd Units and local
authoiies a dl leds to
drengthen the Lppresson on
aimesandvidationssuch as
armed robbery, assassination,
kidngpping and the apres:
Son and dimingion of drug
traffiddng nework, which are
the sources of threat to the
retiondl seourity. This is to
mantan and drengthen ssor
rity ad pudic odas ad
add gty to be futher
improved

(8 Inthecomingdry seeson, you
dl me hdp the people in
herveting, in the locdl arees
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doe to your stled wnits
epaddly prepare dl the
aufident meansand resource
to rescue and save peple
fromretLrd dsaders

At the same time, enhance
ams mensgemert by heght
aing the conrd on illegd
amsueinorder todrengthen
public corfidence on the
gehlity of our sodety and el
enhance patidipetion in com-
beting trensetiond taroriam
© Coine contribuing to the
rehetilitation and reperation of
sodd infradrucire and irri-
cations/deTs
Eqeddly, the Enginesing
Unit of the Royd Cambodian
Armed Foroesmud tske part
in dody ooordinding with
inditLions and reiated athori-
ties in the reheblitation and
rebuldng of  infresrudure
dameged by warsand naturd
catastrophes

(10 The RCAF mugt ddinitdy
protet the  independence
integity, territorid - sover-
dgty and reurdity of the
Kingdom of Carhodig, to be
forever lading by respecting
thebessof the retional cond-
tuion, United Netion Cherters
andtheinternationdl lans

You shoud dregthen ad
enhencedlidarity, good oo
graion with the ammed forces
of the neighboring countriesin
order to tranform the border
aessto bethe aress of sahil-
ity, peece, friendship, coopaa:
tionand devdlgomat. Moreo-
ve, as the taranist organiza
tionsbecomea"hat foas' in
theregion and thewarld, thus
RCAF gl have the respon
shility to cooparae with ather
oountries to combt dl kinds
o taroig adts for the com
mon seauity of markind in
theregonandtheworld

Indaosng, may | tekethisvay @
portunity to exress my degp therks
to the govarmets and amed
forces of our partner countries; 1@
tiond andintametiondl argenizations
who have apparted us bath in
menid and mateid tams and in
thereform of the Royd Cambodian
Armed Foross

| ugedl the patners of Cambodia
to provide us with genarous asss
tencefor the capedty srengthening
of the Royd Cambodian Amed
Foross Firdly, on behdf of the
Royd Govarmat of Camboda
and my oan s, may | wishdl of
yau, once agan, the five gams of
Budthig Blessing,
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08 November 2003

Greeting the Cambodia-Japan Diplomatic Relations and the Japan-ASEAN Exchange Y ear

“... | amindesd most ddlighted and
honored to be presant & this com
memordive parade to mak the
S0th Amivesay o the Edtablish
mat of Diplometic Reations -
twen Cambodia and Joen, and
the ASEAN-Jgpen Exchenge Y er
208..

Indeed, HE. Gotaro Ogawa, our

doe friend, will be leavirg the
Kingdom of Cambodiain arder to
tekehisnew assgnmant vay soon.
During histhreeyesr tenurein Cam-
bodig HE Ogawahes|et inddible
print of persord explatt in Cam-
dids development. He hes mede
gregt contribution to the srengthen
ing of rdationship betwean Camio
daad Jn In thisjoyfu gethe-
ing, on herelf of theRGC and Cam-
bodian people and mysaf may |

wish him and the family ucoess
with his nev asigment, good
hedthandheppiness

..., | @m plessd o leam that the
peodle of Kompong Cham have
come to this peece parade to mark
the 500 Amivasaty of the Edab
lishmat o Diplomdic Redions
betwean Cambodiaand Jgpen ad
the ASEAN Jgpen Exchange Y exr
2008 The Great Kizuna Bridge

gmidizes the srong heart-toheart
bond and the long lading frienddhip
betwen the two retions and peo-
ples in the 21S caniury. Kizuna
means "a lid frienddhip betwen

our reions and countries without

disximingion in relation to race or

rdigio’". Thus the dortion of this
bridgetothegovemment and people
o Cambodan by the Jpanee
govemmat and peodle refledts the
friendly longHasting rdationghip and
cooperdion bewean Cambodian
and Jgpeneepeoples

With the 50th Aniversary of the
Esadishmant of Diplomatic Re
tionshetwean Cambodiaand Jgoen,
and the ASEAN-Jgoen Exchange

Year 2003 our people are cdldora
ing aur King NORODOM SHA-
NOUK Birthday, theWater Festivd
andthecommemoration of the 50th
Amivesay of the Indgpendence
Day (November 9) which aebe
landmerk netiond and  higoricd
events Moreover, these occesons
heppen & the time thet the entire
Cambodian people are happy with
and srongly supporting the posiive
reaults of the megting betwen the
threepaliical perties - seeking paliti-
cd siutions invalving the fundian+
ing of the Nationd Assambly and
the formulation of the new Royd
Govemmet for its third mencte
The meding was presided over by
His Mgesy NORODOM SHA-
NOUK, theKing df Cambodiaon5
Novembe 2003

| believe thet under the wisest lead
erdip of our highly respected King
of Carbodia the Fether of Netiondl
Reoondligion andwith therespons-
He will and agpirdtion o the three
palitic perties theNationd Assam-
bly ad the New Royd Goven
ment will be evertudly esteblished
and effectively fundion very soon.
Cambodia and Jgpen ae nat doe
geogrgohicdly. Howeve, if we
think ebout the contads and interac-
tionsthet havee gone on betwean our
two peoples Snce the olden days
we ae nat thet far gpat ther in
auturd and spiritue tams Thus as
youdl may avaethd the rdaia+
hip between Cambodiaand Jgoen
hestarted snce 17t oantury, when
Jpanee machants and immi-
gats & sl to Camboda and
fomed a Jgoen town in Ponhea
Leu Didrict, Kandd province, & the
inersection bewean the Mg
adtheBasscRivas

This friendhip hes endbled our
peopleand two countriesto devdlop
the tredition of mutud respectand
ppart, both in mental and meterid
tams in the developmant process

whichcoversawiderangeof aress
induding pdlitics economy, culture
sad dfairs and rigions bewen
o two counries Our King, His
Mgedy NORODOM SHA-
NOUK wes the firg Adan king to
vist Jgpen. He wes gredted ad
weloomed by Jgpenese Emperor
with greet hogpitdlity and Snoarty.
However, snce Cambodia expai-
enod protracted wars and paliticd
indahility Snce 1970s up to 19905
aur diplomtic rdations were tem-

poraily intemupted

Snee the search for politicdl settie-
ment of Cambodia, we have coop
eaed with Jpen in advandng
toward pesoe and economic recat
dnudion in the country. Our diplo
metic rdationswereresteblishedin
1993 paving theway for Lideniid
influx of Offidd Devdopmat
Asigance from Jgoen. Moreover,
the Royd Govemment of Camto-
dia hes do recdved other asss
tance from Jgpanese NGOs ad
people who dredly dorded to
Carbodan peple like shods
hospitas ponds wells ec. Thistes
been gredt contributions to enharc-
ing the dgrity of the Cambodian
peodle, while fostaing demoaratic
and seble govemance The Cam
bodian peodle will never forget this
gengrousasssanceand aupport.

All these prove thet Jgpenisarare
ad exogationd friend of peopleand
govenmat of Camboda The
Royd Govanmet and people of
Jopen dways help and support
Camboda in dl fidds ad in dl
droumgances  though  Jgpenese
e0onomYy isexpaiendng anumber
of problems Thus Jepen and Jee
nese peopleis the biggest donor to
Cambodia 9nce Pais Agreamat.
Mareover, the Royd Govamment
and people of Cambodiaare proud
to natice Jgperts impartart rde in
Carbodds retiord recondliaion
efforts thet sucosssfully ended the

prolong warsand brought full peece
totheentireCambodia

In the reneblitation and devdqy-
mat of Cambodia, Jgoen hes po-
vided subdantid finendid and tedr
nicd asddance to Cambodia epe
dally for trangportationinfragrudire,
whichisthehighes priarity for Cam-
bodainits quest to reduce the por-
ety among aur people Spedificaly,
Snce 1993, Jgpen hes helped build
ad renehilitate roeds and bridges
axossthe country. Those are durae
bleand qudity condrudionssuch as
the congrudion of Chroy Changva
Bridoe Roed 6A, Fnom Perh Rart,
Shenowkviil Port, a sretch of roed
linked Roed 6A to Kampog
Chamisprovindd

(Continued from page6)

town, Bledtricd Power Grids Clen
Wae Refingies ad ather activi-
ties in education, sood  dfairs
hedith, Budchismandin meny ather
aress- dl thet hes enebled Camin
dato redoreand devdlop the netion
vay fad and chenged noticeetly.
Our rdationghip is degpaning - eco-
nomicdly, paliticdly, srategicdly,
and perhgosmod impartantly, inour
underdanding of eech ather. Ard it
isthis underdanding thet hes unolr-
pinned, and will continue to v,
the devdopmet of our broeder
bilaterd ies

Of coure Cambodia and Jgpen
have shared mary common per-
Soectives on regiond seaurity. The
thregt posed by teraism and the
prliferation of wegpons of mess
destruction - and the tanifying pres:
pect thet these thregts might com
bine- hesd o gvennew urgancy to
intemetiond and regiord seunity
cooparaion. Cuiturd and peopleto-
people links are as much a pat of
the rdationdhip. A Jgoen Sudies
oater wes recantly esablished in
Carboda and hopdully in the
future there will be a new center

(Continued on page7)
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edablished e the Royd Univarsty
of Pnom Pah to dssaminde
Jgpanis dyle of menegamant, al-
ture and languege Moare impar-
tently, Japen hes played an adtive
rde mohilization of asddance for
the redlitdion of the Angkar
tanpes the ndiond gmbd of
Camboda

The underdanding thet hes devel-
oped beweanour two aulturesplays
avitd rdein undapinming the bila-
ad rdaionghip morebroedy. Inthe
19905 in particular wesaw amgior
expanson in the teeching of &
nex in Cambodia The raaid e-
parsion of Japanese languiege st
ies produced a new gengration of
young Cambodians with a dep
knomedge o bath the Jgoenese
languege and aulture, thus resLiting
in dose rdaions in mary other
aess such as business, trade ad
invedmat Moeove, oo two
countries have agreed to conduct a
number of exchange programs to
mark thisimportant miletoneinthe
blaed rdaioshp. Quch ex
chengeswill hdp ensure thet future
genadions of Cambodians ad
Jpaexe continue to share the
same undarsanding of eech ather
thet curat and pedt generations
have enoyed, lringng more and
moremuiLe bendfitsinthefuiLre

., On behdf of the Royd Govenr
ment of Cambodiaand my own i
may | requet HE Mr. Gaao
Ogawa, Extraordinary and Renipo-
tentiary Ambessedor of Jgpen to
Cambaoda, to corvey our desgpest
graitude and gopredidion from the
Royd Govanmet ad people of
Camboda to the Govemment and
peopledf Jgpen, who have provided
asdance which hes contributed
gretly to the building and meintan-
ing of peece and palitical ity
and the rehebilitation and econamic
devdopmat of Cambodia toward
progressand hopeinthe future The
Royd Govanmet and people of
Carboda highly gppredidte ad
will treeaure this invaueble Support

November 2003 = Cambodia New Vision

forever. | srongly believe thet the
Peece Parade today will contribute
to the sreghening ad fagng
dose cooperaion betwean aur two
oountries and people, expedidly in
improving our dere undadart
ing.”|

(Continued from page8)
plemeniation - the orgarization of
jaint trade and invesmert fairs and
edihitions

Our four netions will orgenize ad
implement areguiar and continuing
siesof auch trade and invesmant
fars and edibiors  Our netions
will teke tums in organizing these
events which will showcase ad
demondrateto the region and to the
reg of the world the full range of
commodities and gvices thet ae
available from our respective coun
tiies and the region & a whae
Through axch everts we will be
adle to broeden our makets while
loweing our peroourtry market
devdopment cogs [ the process
we will gan timdy inteligance
about market trends and improved
acess to informetion on- product
quelity and produdtiontednaogy. In
this s, the hdlding of jaint trade
ad invedmat fars is coddet
with our shared sraegies for &
gord andintemetiord integration.

In tems of finendng, | am cor
vinoed thet thejaint tradeand invet-
ment farscan besf-finenang, and
the private-ssctor will be thefirg to
regp the ggins from such inititive
Thus the events can be arganized
by the privete sector, espeddly our
repadtive neiond Chambas of
Commerce with minimel pport
from the cooparating govemments
Let mereiterate my conviction thet
our Summit is srdegic and timdly.
We have taken a mgor gep fa-
ward in enhanding our cooparaion.
Thenext priarity isto push our edtivi-
ties foward toward adid imple-
mentation to achieve paformance
ad pradicd rests as soon &
feedble Let usnotwait for thecam-
pletion and pefedion of the etire
peckege  Smdl vidores gained
eaty, will paveour commonroedto
ovadl good reslits over the long
heul.

Tomonitor progressand hdlp aocd-
gae implementaion, aur Sanior

Offigds and Minigers shoud megt
as0ften asnesded, and &t leest once
ayea. The Leadas shoud met
onceevary two years to review the
progress of this cooparation. In this
oontext, | suppart theideadf orgeniz-
ing the ned¢ summit meding in
Thaland ad the meding dter-
wardshy andphebeticd order.

May | condude by emphedzing
my convidion thet our sucoessul
implementation of the Economic
Cooparation Srtegy anong our
retions — Cambodia, Laos Myan+
mar and Thalland, will greetly oo
tribute to the trandometion, in the
fird hdf of the 219 century, our
shaed aessinto zonesof utaned
goonomic: growth, progess pres:
perity and hermony for &l our peo-
Ples)
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12 November 2003, Yangon, Myanmar

The CLMT Economic Cooperation Strategy — the Summit of Four Heads of Governments

“...,May | firg expressmy snoare
tharks to the Govemmatt o the
Union of Myamar for the wam
hosuitdity edtended tomeand b the
ddegtionof theRoyd Govermat
o Camboda | dsocongraulaethe
Govenmant of Myanmer for the
excdlent arangemets for ths
SummitMeding.

ThisQummitisof greet Sgnificance
toour repedtivecountriesaswell s
the entire region, asit represats an
oppartunity for usdl to ddogueand
exchange views on a aed Eo
nomic Cooparation Sraegy (ECS).
Asareit of this Summit, we will
teke futher geps to identify and
develop options and gportunitiesto
impemat o daed vidon of
netiond s well as regond oo
eonomic  devdopmat for the
bedfitsaf our peodewithin bath the
framewak of the GMS ad the
entire Southeest ASan regjion.

Fram its inogation, Cambodia hes
pparted theshered vison of devel-
opmat among thenations of Cam+
bodig Laos Myanmar ad Thai-
land (CLMT). Parsorelly, | gpprec-
aed the proposd mede by HE.

Rime Minider Thekdn Shinawara
athesddinesof the ASEAN S
dd Summiton SARSinApril 2008
Therefore | am vay dgad that our
repedtive snior offidds and Fa-
agn Mingeshavrewarked hard 0
thet tocky we hdd this Summit to
kick of the CLMT ECSin much
more concrete tems for the g
tembendfitstoour people

While the CLMT ndlions ae &
vaying sages of econamic devel-
gomat, we share many common
agiraions and goproeches in pro-
mating mutuelly benefidd, audart
de devdopmet. Indesd, our
cooperation is besed on universd
vauesand condgert with theppring-
ples of intemetiond law, the agaira
tionsof the ASEAN and the shered

dreams of our nelions of enduring
pesce and Sehility, good neghbori-
ness muiLely berdficid devdop
mat and lives of progress, progper-
ity, weifareand hamony.

In implementing our shered vison,
we have adopted the goproech of

“four netions one  economy,”’
shgped by our commondlities and
adaned, complementay effartsto
drengthen the linkages among our
respective Govanmats, etrgare-
neus ad peoples We dl bdieve
thet the key to enhancad peace

souity ad shered - progoarity
among our netions is mutLe coop
gdion and coardnetion for mutue
udadandng, drenghened by
cotinung  ddogue  invesments
and technicd and saientific coopaar
tionandexchange

| commend highly the outcome of
the medling of the CLMT Fordgn
MinigersontheECSinBangkok on
1 Augugt 2003 Thet medting &+
aled our Fordgn Miniders to ds
ouss the gadfics of our shared
vidon o regord gronth and pros:
paity. Our Mindasdsoworked to
ey the drategic arees of e
nomic cooperation among our four
netionsto increeee trade and inves
ment, enhance competiivenessand
gengade more employmat ad
improved income and queity of life
in the sbregion. Moreover, under
the mendde of our Forégn Minis:
ters two medings of the CLMT
ECS Working Group were orgart
ized, ucoesdully draning wp a
comprehensve Acion Alan with
conoee cooperdtion and invest:
met proeds

TheRoyd Govemmant of Camtn-
diawecomes and is quite plessed
with the ECS Adion Han thet hes
resited from the herd work of our
repedtive Fordgn Minisars and
Srior Offidds with a st of g
dfic, conorete prgedts in the five

key arees of cooperdion, namdly:
(1) Trede ad Invesment Fadlitr
fion, (2) Agiauturd and Indltid
Cooperation, (3 Trangoort Lirk-
ayss (4) Taurism Coopadtion, and
(5 Humen Resource Devdap
ment.

Indesd, | am vay hepy thet our
dousions have realted in the
identification of concrete and e
dficprgedsandinitistives Thiswill
hdpemarethat weaeheter adleto
teke further deps forward toward
adud implementation to megt the
agiraionsof our peodes

In this contedt, Cambodafully a.p-
ports the dasdfication of the pro-
posed invesmert prograns, prg-
eds and cooparaion arangemants
ino tree phesss immediaeto
shat tam (2003 -2005), medium
tem (2006-2008), ad long tam
(2009-2012). Itisd o heartening thet
we have & Wp a biemid review
mechaniam to enaure thet we sl
regulaly gprase our progress and
jarty at to futhe dimuiae the
processaf ECSimplementation.

| redize thet in order to implement

dl o theinttiatives and proeds thet
we have identified in the ECS Aen
of Adionwewill nesd toresdlvethe
fundementd chdlenge of finending,

which | beieve can be met with

rexlveand cregtivemedhaniams

Fird, | believethet we should max-
mize the opportunities for private
sdor patiapetion in dl the infia
tives Mog of the iniatives can be
desgned o thet it will bein the best
inges of our privete sdors o
paticipete and inved in thee prg-
eds ad thedy minimizing the
nesd for edraordinary publicfinarc-
g

Seoond, weshoud endbletheadtive
invdveman of vaiouslevdsof our

respedtive govemmentsin theinitie:

tives | dtefor example the vaious
Sder aty agreamants dl of which
can beundertaken among thecogp-
gding locd govermats ad
bessd onlocd firenaing;

Third, we shoud work together to
generdte Sppart under multlaterd

framenvaks paticdaly inteme:
tiond finending. For exampdle, we
shoud ere complemettaity of

our inigiveswith the priorities of the
Adan Devdopmat Bak &s it
finences vaious crosshorder infra-
drudureacrosste GMS Catanly
the Wold Bak, ahe finendd
inditutions and donors can be &+
couraped to intendfy ther inves-
mats in aur regon by providng

concessiord loans and upparting

regiond technicd capedity building

intigivesthroughgrarts

Snce the economic cooperation
dratey wes iniigted by the Tha
Rime Minge and Thaland is
maore advanced among the four
oountries in tems of  economic
devdopment, tedmicd  expatise
andfinendid resources | thirk thet it
is gopropricte thet Theiland plays a
rde of prime mover or locomative
of our economic cooperetion ek
ayy. In this s, Thailand shoud
play aleading rde in coordineting
theimplemantation of the ECSRan
of Adion and the prgects Thiswill
dlow ustoachieve as 00N asposs-
blethe conogt of four countriesone
economy. Indesd, each country is
odliged to st up a sound ad -
det naiond coordineting mede:
nismin order to Spesd up our oo
gaion | hopethet the RimeMinis
ters of Laos and Myanmer share
thesameview.

Speeking of berfits from aur od-
laboretion, dlow meto dte, jud asa
sngeexarple the bedfitsthet we
can expect from one of the prgjects
thet we have idartified for jairt m-
(Continued on page7)
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