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12 October 2003 [Keynote Address]
Cambodia’s Per spectives on Regional Integration

On October 29, Samdech Hun Sen and Japanese Ambassador
HE Gotaro Ogawa and Madame viewed the exhibition at the
opening of the Cambodia-Japan Friendship Month.

Bewen Odober 12 and 14, in
Sngapore Sadkech Hun Sngave
akgnate dddress at the Eagt Ada
Econamic Smit on Carrbodds
Pagedtive on Regordl Inteya
tion, which C\V provides here
fdlonsitsedengvergurint.

.. |l wouldliketo eqressmy snoare
therks to the Warld Eoonomic
Foum ad the Govanmat o
Snggporefarinviting meto address
thisaugugt ummit. | amhonored to
beheretodsy to erewith dl dstin-
qushed ddegdes some of Iy
thoughts on regiordl integration and
Cambodiasefartstovadsthisgod

a presrtanditsheyond

The new technology revdution and
gadization have brought about
profound chenges to the paliticd,
eoonamic, culturd and soad febrics
of Ecd Ada It presants to us bath
opportuniiesand dellenges

The Adan finendd aids hes
brougt Ezgt Asen countries
gether and providesastrong impdus
ad g for ASEAN and Bt
Asatovads aregadismwith an
ehanoad inditutiond idkrntity. Inthis
regad, | am convinod thet an

(Continued on page 3)

On Odoba 29, 2003, Saokch
Hun Sen presided over the opening
o the Marth of CanrbodiasJapen
Frienddhip, in commaoraion of
the 50th Amiversary of the Edab
lishmart of Carbodia-Japen Diplo-
meiic Rdations and the Japen
ASFAN Exchange Year with the
folowingedendvereprirt

- | @ gregtly dighted and ha
ored to presde over the opening of
threMonthof Fiendshipand thesdh
Amivasay o theEdablisment of
Dipomdic Rdaions  betwen
Camboda ad Jpen, ad the
ASEAN-Jjpn  Exchange Year
2008 Thexe ae new hidoicd
eveis anong may important
evas whichwould hdp srengthen
and eqpend the lidarty, friendkhip
and cooperdion: betwean aur two
oountries Cambodiaand Jgpen.

We are now cddurding thee his
toicd evets coinddng with aur
King NORODOM JHANOQUK

Birthdy, our key tradtiond Weter
Fedivel and thecammemoration of
the 50h Amiversay of the Inde-
pedence Day (November 9
which is of gregt hidtoricdl impar-
tance

Onbehdf of theRoyd Govarment
and people of Cambodiaad my
own &df, | am pleasad to covey
our wamest congrauidion to peo-
ple and the Royd Govammeart of
Jgoen in oderating the 50th Amni-
vasy o the Edadidmat of
Dipomdic Rdaios  betwemn
Camboda and Jpen ad the
ASEAN-Jpen Exchange Yexr
2008, | wish geat suooess to these
evens - o thet the wides of our
people and our two countries will
cometruel

Higtorically, Cambodia aad Jgoen
have hed a longganding rdation
ship, which hes bemn gadudly
drengthened and expended uniil the

(Continued on page?2)

16 October 2003

Asia Pacific Conference: Poverty Reduction Strategies

| am greily honored and pleasad to
address the gpening of this Second
Eaxt Ada ad Pafic Regord
Conference on Povarty Reduction
Srasgges On behdf of the Royd
Govermat o Carbodg |
wamly wdoome dl the didin
guished ddegates and partidpents
from Indonesia Lao FDR, Mongo-
lig Timor Leseand Viet Nam, and
the Obsavers from Bangladesh,
Nepd, Peidan, Pgua New
Guneaad Si Lakato the war
derful land of Angkar!

The Kingdom o Camboda is
proud and honored to hodt this im-
potant conference This honor
reflectsour snogreeffartsto address
ad integrate povarty issuesinto the
maindreamaof netiondl, regiond and
intametiond fars Thus | would
liketothenk the ADB, IMF, UNDP
and the World Bark for orgenizing
thisconference endling the gether-

ing for excdhenge and didogue on
teckling the poverty among people
from Govemmats Paliamats
Civil Sodety, Academic and R
sach Indituions, Pivae Sador
and the Represantatives of extemd
patnas

| am oartain thet thisconferencewill
endbleusan excdlent quportLrnity to
review and excnange on the devel-
opmat of povety redudion srae
ges in Bt Asa countries and
identify obstedesand ddllengesour
regonfaossin desgningadinple-
mating our sraages and daive
lesons  Our conference will do
provice us with a forum to draw

(Continued on page5)
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ededidmat o the dplomaic
rdations betwean the two courntries
in 1963, - thus far it is exadly 50
yeay

This frienchip hes enddled our
peopleand two countriesto develop
the tradiion of mutudl respect ad
auppart, bathin mentd and meteid
tems in the development process
whichcoversawiderangedf arees
induding palitics economy, culture
ad dfairs and reigions betwean
o two countries Our King, His
Mgety NORODOM SHA-
NOUK was the firg Asan king to
vist Jgpen. He was grested ad
weoomed by Japanese Emperor
with greet hogpitelity and Snoarty.
However, Snce Cambodia expai-
enoad protracted wars since 1970s
up 10 1905 the diplometic rdations
wereintarupted

In 1993, the dplometic rddions
between Cambodiaand Jgoen have
been reeteblished, dosdly linked by
fedings of sdlickity, frienddip and
cooperation betwean our two coun
fies Through cooparaion ad
exchange programs between Camt
bodiaand Jgpen, those baween the
Royd Families the Govermats
thePimeMinigersand asodations
ad rdigas oganzdions the
friendy licaity hes ben futher
drengthened and expended.

All these prove thet Jgoen is arare
adexogptiond friend of peopleand
govenmat of Camboda The
Royd Govemment and people of
Jpen dways help and spport
Carboda in dl fidds and in dl
draumdances Thus Jgoen and
Jpenese peopleisthebiggest donor
to Carmbodia snce Pais Agee-
met. Moreover, the Royd Goven
mat and people of Cambodiaare
proud to natice Jperts importart
rde in Cambodids nationd reco
dligion efots thet sucoesfully
endad the prdlong warsand brought
full pescetotheentireCambodia
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In the reneblitation and devdgy-
mat of Cambodia, Jgoen hes po-
vided subdantid finendid and tedr
nicd asddance to Cambodia epe
dally for trangporttioninfragrudire
Sdficaly, Snce 1993 Jgpen hes
hdped build and renetilitete roeds
and bridges aooss the country.
Those are durable and qudlity oo
drudionsauch asthe condrudion of
Chroy Changva Bridge Roed 6A,
Fhnom Renh Rort, Shenoukvill Part,
asuratch of roed linked Roed 6A to
Kampong Chamis provindd town,
Hedtricd Power Grids Cleen Wi
ta Rdinaies and ather works in
educdion, dd dfdrs hedth,
Buddhismand in many other arees
dl thet hes endbled Carbodiato
resore and devdop the netion vary
quickly andwarthtobeproud.

Moreover, there was the congtruc-
tion of anew bridge acrossthe Me-
kong River, thet we named it the
Gregt Bricge "Kizurd!, - a grest
property on Tonle Bet of Komporg
Cham. Kizuna mears "a rdaion
dhip of good trestment, gredt love
and respedt, tied ane parson with
anather or one group with anather
gop o people'. Kizurarepresants
"a gid fienddip bewen the
netions and countries; free of ay
dsximingioninrddiontoracead
rdigan”. Inthis sne, thisnameis
vay thoughifl, refleding friendy
rdaionghip and longaing coop-
erdion bewen Cambodan ad
Jpanesepeoples

Jgpen hes planned to huild another
gredt bridge a Neek Leoung inthe
nex fuire which is now under
tedicd ad fesshlity dudy, &
wdl & to suppart ather aress of
devdgpmat in Carmboda Al
these are der evidenoe, showing
the generosity and encouregameant
by the Jgpanese Govemmant &
wad the Royd Govermat o
Cambodia who hes been undirtek-
ing sound refoms in Al sdtorg
amed a modamizing and devdap
ingthecountry.

It should be nated thet beddes asss-
tance from the Jgpenese Govan
ma, the Royd Govermat of
Cambodia hes d<0 recaived ather
asidance from Jgpenexe NGOs
and people who diredly doreted to
Carbodian peple like schods
hosaitals ponds wlls ec. Thishes
ben gret contributions to poverty
reduction among Cambodian peo
ple ad we will never forget this
genarousasganceand uppart!

Asl empheszed earlier, Cambodia
and Jgoen hes alongganding rela
tionship, linked by the fedings of

frienckhip and dlickity beweenthe
two countries Moreover, for Cam-
bodia whet isthe most predaus are
Jpenese contribuiions to the prac-
€50 bringing about peece, netiondl
recondiliation and economic reca
drudion dter three decadks of
protractedwars

Taking opportunity of the presance
o HE Mr. Gotaro Ogawa, Ex-
traadnay ad PFeipaatiay
Ambessdor of Jgpento Cambodia,
on berdf of the Royd Govemment
of Cambodiaand my own, may |
request Your Exadlency to convey
our deepest gratituce and gpprecier
tion from the Royd Govemmat
ad people of Carboda to the
Govemment ad people of Jgpen,
who have provided assdance
which hes contributed gredtly to the
bulding and meintaining of peece
and paliticd ghlity, and therehebili-
tation and economic devdopmeant
of Camboda toward progress and
hope in the future The Royd Gov-
anmat ad people of Cambodia
highly gpprediate and will tressre
thisinvdueblesuppart forever.

In expressing our goprediaion and
grditudefor the greet achievemants
Supported by Jpanese people ad
govanmat, ad in sreghaning
Slidaity, fiendship, S.daned cogp-
gdion bewen Camboda ad
Jgoen, the Royd Govermatt of
Cambodia therefore organize the
50th Amivasay o the Establishy

ment of Diplomatic Reations -
tween Cambodia and Jgpen, ad
the Year of Exchange bewemn
Jpen and ASEAN. The chosn
e 29th Odober 2003, for the
opaning dy of the Manth of Cam-
boda-Jpen  Fiendip will be
maked &s a heppies evert in the
"Gdden Pae o the Cambodia
Jpn Higory', tha woud
drengthen and enlage our invalr
adle licaity, frienckhip and cop-
gaion. Before | end my ramarks
ag@n trough HE Mr. Gaao
Ogawa, Ambessedor of Jgpen to
Carbaoda, | woud like to edad
our desp grditude and best wishes
of goad heelth and longevity, from
the Royd Govammentt and People
o Camboda to the Empaa, the
Govermat, ad the Paople of
Jgpen. On betrdf of the Royd Go-
enmant and People of Cambodia,
may | dofficidly dedare the opening
of theMarth of Fienckhip beween
Cambodia and Jpen | wich this
Morth of Fienddhip become the
longHadting and sudained rdations
of friendship beween Cambodia
and Jgoen and will bring greet ac-
06555
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(Continued from page 1)
axsmat on dynamian o
ASEAN ad Eag Adahouid be
mede bessd on thee devdap
ments

Withinthe ASEAN framewark, we
have teken sarious dridesto desgpen
eoonamic integration, leeding to the
formationof anASEAN Economic
Community by theyear 2020 ssthe
ASFAN Leadershavedisoussdin
Phnom Penhin 2002 The Dedaa:
tion of ASEAN Conood |l (Bdi

Conoord 1) 9gned & the recart &h
ASEAN Smmitin Bdli, providesa
roedmep for achieving these nodle
oyedives | bdieve thet in the ner
furethenationsaf ASEAN will be
living toggher in a community
where goods savices ad people
move more fredy, where persond

sty isprotected

Cambodiafully suppartsthe recom:
mendetions of the HighHlevd Task-
foroeon ASEAN Economic Cam-
munty, epeddly the degree of
fledhility thet endble those mamber
dates thet are reedly to proosed fird
can go eheed towardsthe ASEAN
Economic Community. However,

toenarethat such fledhlity will ot
leed to widening developmant gep
within ASEAN, which is the key

impediman to our movetowardsa
ful economic ineyration in the
region, ASEAN hesto gve priarity,
paticulaty to resource mobilization
from bath indde and outside the
region to expedite the implemenia
tion of the Intigtive for ASEAN

Integration (IAl), induding the e-
parson o the coverge of "the
ASEAN Integrtion Sydem of
PrefarencesAISP'. Thiswill dlow
lessdeveloped member countriesto
fully and effectively participeteinan
ASFAN Economic Community
ad cn bedfit propaly from
ASEAN integretion

ASEAN Counrieshaveagresd thet
intensfying SLbregiond cooperation
isapat of theIntidtivefor ASEAN
Inteydion (JAl). Based on ths
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philosophy, lagt yeerinFhnom Parh
we have teken a g futhe to
intengfy GMS devdopment which,
wedl expadt, will gredtly contribute
tothedminuion of theggosamong
theASEAN economies

In this regad, Cambodia is d
kean to drengthen economic coop
gaionwith neighbaring courtrieshy
promating a tiangle develgpmeart
aeabawean Cambodia LaoFDR
and Vienam, s wdl as betwen
Cambodig Leo PFDR and Thalland,
cdled "emardd devdopment trian
ge', ad by impementing theinitia:
tive on the Economic Cooperdion
Sraagy (ECS) bewean Cambadia
Lao PDR, Myanmar and Thailand
(CLMT).

We ae convinoed thet these initia-
tives will provice us with unique
opportunity to increese trade and
invesment, enhance competitive-
ness and gengrae more employ-
mat ad improved income and
quity of life in the sbregion, in
which mod are the less developed
new mambersof ASEAN.

Within the ASEAN+3 framenork,
we have infroduced a number of

intidives and conade  projeds
amed & aoodeaing regiond inte-
gation and huldng an idertity of

Esd Adasuch as the Inititive for
the Devdopmat in Esd Ada
(IDEA) initicted by Jpen the Bt
Ada Vidon Group (EAVG) ad

Esgt Ada Sudy Growp (EASG)

proposed by South Koreg, Frame
wok Ageamat on ASEAN -
Chira Comprenendve Economic

Cooperation; and smilar arange
ments bewean ASEAN ad B
pen; aswell s the ongaing dsas
gon bawen ASEAN ad the
Republic of Karea.on trade liberd-
zdion, invesmant, and economic
cooparation induding the esteblish
ment of ASEAN-ROK free trace
aea

Thefird report of the EASG pre-
ged to ASFAN Leadas in

Phnom Parh last Novembe, pro-
vids dex dredion for the
ASEAN+3 coopaation through the
17 short tam messres and 9 ne-
dumdo long tem mesures
ASEAN  wamly  wecomed
prompt adions teken by our +3
patness in implementing the shor:
tem recommencitions propossd
by the EASG namdy, the imple-
mentation of the Esgt Ada Forum
(EAF) by Kores, the eebliment
of Eagt AdaThink-TanksNetwork
by Ching andthe ASEAN+3 Sudy
Gawp for the Fadlitation and Po-
maion of the Exchenge of Pecple
and Humen Resources Devdop
ment by Japen. Speedly implemen:
tation of theseinitiativesisimportart
in oder to promate and degoen
cooparaioninEag Ada

Thus in generd, | am of the view
thet the modt aitical chdllenge for

ASFAN and Eagt Asanow isto

aauretha theeintigiveswork ssa
"yragy”’ ad complemat to the
edablismat o a grong regord

community inthelongrun

Inthisgairit, we have agresd thet the
bulding Bock gpproech is the bet
way fowad for the evdution of

ASEAN+3. Thadore ASEAN
ad the-+3 countriesdedded to give
aspedd atenion totheaooderdtion
of abregiond FTAsthe ofar can
hdp to maintain Esg ASan devel-
opment in a good shgpe: To paint
out, ASEAN-Chira FTA negotia-
ton is wdl in poges axd
ASEAN-Jpen Closar Eoconamic

Patnesip (CEP), and ASEAN-
ROK CEPisahouttodatitsoonaU-
taionshegotiaionsinthenear fuiLre

| am of the view thet Sbregiond
FTAs would likdy work best as a
building blod, lecause promating
sub-regiond  FTAs  between
ASEAN and the Flus Three coun
fries can eaure thet no one mam+
berswill belet behindand ASEAN
couddsomantanitsdiving setin
the ASEAN+3 process

Carboda is vay proud of bang
adleto adficaly and gopropriatdy
contribute to regjord effarts toward
firm secunity and jgece Snce the
fird days of its membadip in
ASEAN.

Cambodids grict echerence to the
prindplesof democracy, respedt for
ad paedion of humen rights
amsuning peeceand genuine netiond
recondliation, the dimingtion of the
Khmer Rouge palitical and military
dructure have been sgnificant and
meaningful ~ contribution  for
ASEAN adEz Ada

TheRoyd Govenment of Camin
da (RGC) hes dobled efforts to
medt the requirements of ASEAN
membadhip- from dhenging laws
to bingng firence  invesme,
commerce and trade sdtors into
dignment with ASEAN dandarcs
Indesd, Cambodids agenda does
nat end uyp anly with the membe-
sipin ASEAN and theimplemar
taion of ather rdated forms of cogqy-
gaion uch as ASEAN+3 ad
ASEAN+], hut Camboda hes a
gegter arbiion. Our egadaisto
integrete our netiond economy into
thewarldtredesydemé lage

Toachievethisgod, Cambodiahes
prepered itsdlf through utmost effart
duing the led s2erd yeas to
ahieve the acesson into the
WTO & its Minigaid Meding on
12 Sgtember 2003 in Canoun,
Mexico.

Cambodia f#s been commended
for bang able to med the dringart
ad vduminoss condtions for
WTO mambaship. Thishighlights
thefat thet Cambodiahes been on
the comedt trak by committing
herdf to democracy, repect of
humen rights and transparency, and
modemization of netiondl economy,
ad in paticda, libadizaion of
trede ad invemant in oder o
eneblethe paople of thispoar counr
try toberdfit fromglabdization.
(Continued on page4)
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Howeve, the govammat is oo
giious thet becoming an dfedtive
member of the WTO may evenbe
mare dfficult then the process of

ataning membership. To thisend,
Carboda mugt exat its umodt
dforts to face the numarous ddl-
lenges difficulties and obdades by
forcefully implementing and de
ening the rfam programs in dl

sotors espedally by srenghening
procuction besg, diversifying export,
revampinglegd andjudidd sysem,
huldng indituiond capedty ad
devdoping humen resource, a
process which tekes time and &
Quires frong commitmert, dgiami-
retionand palitical will.

During the ledt five years the Royd
Govanmet of Cambodia (RGC)
hes ben  adtivdy implementing
refom agendaiin dl ssdtors These
dforts generated a powafu mo-
mentum, reflected by Cambodids
robud  economic  performance
Ove the paiod of 19992008 the
economy grew & an anud aver-
ae rae of 6.7 peroat, while the
exchange rate wes dable. Inflation
was kept vary low under 3 peroant.
Thelevd of itsintanationd resarves
hesalmost doubled.

Nevethdess the Royd Gover
mat of Camboda admits thet
refomisnat huilt in aday nor com-
peedin onegant gep. It mug bea
seedfaet and continuous process In
The Roed to Safdom (1944), the
Nobd laresteFA. Hayek sad thet
"If weaeto build abetter world, we
mus have the courege to meke a
new dat” Inthisregard, | am proud
tret the Cambodian people and
govemmat have a dear under-
dadng thet Camboda hes no
better way, but to continue the e
formsthet wehave datedindl our
eamest. | therk you for your atent
tion;|
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02 October 2003

Presenting Diplomas to Pedagogy’'s Graduates

It is a great pleasure and
honour for me to participate
in this ceremony today with
dl of you, and | thank you for
inviting me.  Today | will
help present the diplomas to
the 8th batch of graduates of
the program to train Secon-
dary School Teachers, and
the 5th batch of graduates
from the Primary School
Teacher of French Lan-
guage training program in
our Faculty of Pedagogy.

Dear graduates, on behalf of
the RGC | congratulate all of
you as you receive your d-
plomas today! | am ex-
tremely pleased to share this
important day with you. | am
sure you have al worked
hard and studied very inten-
sively to deserve your diplo-
mas as new teachers! Your
profession is the most re-
spectable and plays a crucia
role in our today society.
Moreover, | highly appreci-
ate the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Youth and Sports for its
excellent performance in
implementing the reform
program of education system
and promoting HRD in order
to build a highly educated
and culturaly vibrant Cam-
bodian society.

In addition, |1 wish aso to
highly appreciate the Faculty
of Pedagogy for excellent
works in developing teachers
o far. Also, | aways recall,
when coming here for any
inaugura ceremony, that 20
years ago this place, where
we are gathering now, was
an empty place with neither
teachers nor students and all
school equipments and facili-
ties were almost completely
destroyed by Pol Pot geno-

cide regime. Indeed, only
after the Liberation Day, 7
January 1979, we started to
rebuild our nation from
scratch in dl sectors, so that
we have achieved a fully
operated educational system
to provide normal training to
our students. Not al these
achievements could be hap-
pen if there has not been the
important role of the Faculty
of Pedagogy in supplying
teachers to al academic
inditutions in al the prov-
inces and municipalities
across the country.

| believe our graduates, who
will receive their diplomas
now, would actively contrib-
ute to fulfilling an important
mission to redize our com-
mon goa of building and
mobilizing more and more
intellectual capital, - that isto
strengthen Cambodia's com-
petitiveness within the fast
changing globalized world.

Indeed, human resource ce-
velopment is a tremendous
work, which consumes a
great ded of time and finan-
cial resource. Thus, taking
this opportunity | wish to
thank all the donors such as
the EU, UNICEF, Japan,
France and other country for
their active participation in
resoring and building the
educational system to be
prospering at elementary,
secondary and tertiary levels.
In this occasion, the Royal
Government highly appreci-
ate Japan, good friend of
Cambodia and Cambodian
people, for its leading role in
helping train human resource
in Cambodiaaswell asin the
region.

(Continued on page7)
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lessons to hdp famulae a shared
view of next sepsfor each country
ad for replication in other develgp
ingoountries

Moreover, | warmly wecome the
recart regord effarts in engender-
ingthepoverty redudion drategjes |
have d30 bean informed about the
2nd Regiond Warkshop on Gander
ad PRShdd in Seem Regp ledt
month, afdlow up of the 14 Hanoi
Workshop. | hope thet the outputs
from these previous medings are
conddredinthisconference

Ressedlow meto haewithdl of
you some beckground on Camt-
dids own dforts and expeiencein
prepaing and implemerting the
NPRS

Asyou know, Carbodais nat the
arly country thet hes undergone the
PR process Over the lat few

years thePRSPhesemaged asan
important agpedt of the process of

enduring et there is consgency
and synergy between the poverty

dlevidion progams of Goven
menisand itsdeve ogpmeant partners
both retiondl eswell asintemétiondl.
In Cambodia, we took the process
o fomulaing the NPRS vary sai-
oudy. Weworked herd to enarea
fully open and perticipetory process
enadling dl sstarsof odiety tojain
in the disoussons and conauitations

There were & leedt five netiond

warkshopsonthe NPRS aswell as
meary more sectord and technicdl

medingsand conuitaions

Indesdl, poverty reduction drategies
go to the heatt of the devdlopment
thrugt of our govenmat. For the
Royd Govanmet of Cambodia
thewar on povaty isnatjust apdlicy
but a pesson Povaty redudion
ddinesand drivesthe subdance the
contert, the heat and soUl of aur
aiire draeyy of Govemmat
Poverty redudtion is not jus a e
Quirement of sodid judtiog anadtion
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of consdence but dso pragmdic
eonomic manegamat.

The higgest chdllenge faoed by the
Royd Govanmet in its quet for
devdopmert s to reduce povaty
adimprovethequdity of lifedf the
Cambodian people The Royd
Govemmatisfully consdousof the
buden of povaty and condokrs
such aheavy oot to the economy
ad oddy. Thishudenissoddly
desrudive and mordly unecogd-
ddle Thedore bessd on this pi-
losophy, the Royd Govemment hes
ambarked onthe NPRS which hes
thefdloningkey demants

() Srengthening peece; seaurity,
gahility and sodd order through
meesres aimed a inprovng the
rde of law ad the pratedion of
humen rights and demoaracy, e&:
hling a favoradle political and sear
rity environmart for longterm ss
tairesblededopmat;

(i) Eraxing high adaindde
gontha 6% Poove thelongrun;

(iii) The equitable didribution of be
fruitsof growth betwen therich and
the poor, bewean the urben and the
rural and betwen meles and é
meles ad

(iv) Erauring thestainedleuseand

meregamat of ar evironmat
andretural resources

Fromthebroed and comprehensive
drategy in the NPRS we have s
out and implemented a peckage of
ocondgeat, compementay  ad
reinforang palidies bessd on effec-
tive agendes thoseindude: areeting
opoortuniies  enaring - seaurity,
drengthening  capacity  and
empowemat. In the prooess of
implementation, we have graduely
firetuned those polides into a @
tiondl poverty recudtion srategy with
thefdloningplllas

1 Mananng necrosconaTic
datility to foder broedbesed a5

tainekle econarmic growth, with the
privete sdtor playing the lesding
roe

2 Enhendng rurdl livdihoods by
improving the access of the poor to
bedsc svices foausng on inple-
mataion of pdides progravsand
concrete megaUres to increase the
income of people living in the rurdl
areas Those indude land reform
and pdides on weter, agriaitre
foredry and fishery aswall asather
prgedsin congrudion and meinte-
nence of rurd trangoort infradruc-
ture

3. Oreding evploymatt: gpportuni-
ties foousing on arestion of jobs and
other busineses through the deve-
opmatt of privete sedor, pramoting
eqort, promoting development of
light, mediumand processing maruk
faduring and induetries and the
edqandon o tourigm

4. Improving the capeaity of people,
foousing on improvemart in educa:
tion, hedlth careand nutrition;

5 Sreqgheing indituios ad
improving the governance eMran+
mat through dfedtive inplementa
tion of the Governance Adion Plan;

6. Reduaing sodal wiineratality and
drenghening  participetion,  and
dedling with ather key isiesinduct
ing dsader menegament espaddly
floods and droughts dearance of
minesinharited fromwers menege-
mat of the dssbled and those &
feded by ADS orphans srest
children, the homdess and food
inseourity;

7. Improving gender eqity, focusing
onredudng the gender ggp indl
apatsdflife and

8. Gving priarity to demographics
and populationthrough reprocucive
heglth programs faily daming for
the poor and increesing of primery
education erdmat rae for the
poar, and finallyjob gpportunitiesfor

therurd poor.

Indesd, in our efforts to sour ad

menege nationd devdopment over
the pest decade, we have faoed

mary ddlenges However, with

our drong detemingtion we have
overoome the challenges sucoess:
fuly, athieing consdaable ad
bald resLits which ae now having
postiveimpedson srengthening the
pllasdf the sodely and the auiture
of pesce, sourity, ety and soad

order, democracy, repect of ko
men rigt ad peés dignity.
Indecd, we have opened up new

hoizon of opportuniies providing
hopefor thefutLre

Economicdly, we have achieved

podtive and encouraging  resits
dexite regond  unoatainty and
aids  Through 19992008 the
Cambaodian economy grew by an

average o 6.7% per anum. The
exchange rete hes been vary seble
ad irflaion rate menaned &
bdow Fowhiletrelevd of intare:
tiond resavesheshean doubled

Cambada o ay country, cannot
lved theproblemsinheited from
dmod three decades of dedrudive
wars genoddeandintemd corflicts
in jud one tam of govammat
Natiord recovary and gonth isa
longtemtask. Thus the drdlenge
feced by the Royd Govemmattin
itsthird mendete is to meintain and
advance the achievements thet aur
entire nation hes attained with much
sanifice and effart, in the 2nd ma
dete of the Royd Govemmet. Itis
indeed crudd to advance dl e
forms 0 far attained and to widen
and despen their positive dfeds to
anre the adandtility of develap-
mant thet will pammenently recuce
poverty among our pecple

In this cortext, the third mencete
Royd Govarmart will vigoroudy
continue to implemat its palides
foousing onanumber of priarities of
which the devdlogpment of the rurd
eoonoy isthekey. More gexifi-

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from pageb)

caly, for rurd and agricuiturd deve-
opmat theRGC gl focus onfive
edficsrasgesasfolons

Fird, decentralization: enauring thet
democrecy is firmly ooted & the
gasoas levds and which will
improve the qudlity of pubdic sav-
ices  The paticipetion by locd
peoplein dedisorimeking, induding
planing, resource  mobilization,
imdementaion and the eqiteble
ddivay of savicss dhdl endblethe
people themsdves to fully and &
fectivdy tadkle the task of povarty
redudion. Gitizens are key players
in the dfferent mecheniams of
deoanrdization.

Saoond, invesment in rurd infra-
drudure that support the three
damants o poverty redudion: ()
aregting oppartunities (i) enauring
peece and sourity, and (i)
strengthening  capacity and
arpona et

Third, promote trade and economic
liberdiztion, epedaly through
gneratingempoyment andinaress:
ing income for the poor. However,
the Royd Govemmant isconsious
thet liberdization can d0 have
undesrdble Sce effeds Libardiza:
tion hes d0 exposad Cambodian
famersand busnessesto fiff cam-
peition with imported goods ad
svices Nevathdess it is our
convidionthet wewill need toma
age the process of economic liber-
dization carefully sothet thebendlits
aeindesd much gregter then any
oods

Fourth, srengthening the deday-
mantof theprivetesstor asacaialyd
of groath and employment To this
and, our govemmat's palicy isto
tedde govemanceissesin ardg to
improve manegamat ad  effi-
dengy, infrasrudure, reduce trars:
pordion, ad pat handing ad
uilitiescodsin order to meke Camt
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boda a compditive producion
cae.

Fifth, devdopment of agriculiure to
uethegredt paientid of gonth and
expad the bee of gonth thet
endblesour vaet rurd aressof Came
boda to gopropriatdy beneit from

achgowth

It is my srong expedation thet the
pants | have highlighted ebove will

become bedc snequenon de
ments of Cambodidls devdopment

drategesfor thethird menceteof the
Royd Govarmat from 2003 to

208,

Ovedl, we have producad a good
firg NPRS for Cambodia. Inoesd,
weredizeitisnot pafedt. Wewill
further refine and improve this rat-
gy by incoparating the NPRS into
the Fve Year Sodd Economic
Devdopmet Fan. The Royd
Govermat hes initigted the lirk-
ages of the NPRS with the retionel
budget and hesthoroughly reviewed
mary ather sord issues In par-
ticular, wewill further retionelizethe
economic and fiscd agpedts of the
drdegy by linking it to MTER
Mareover, wewill incorporate more
inputs into the srategy as govenr
ance and redities evdve, induding
new vigons axd key economic
oonogpts ataned in the continuing
conaitation andreview process

Indesd, we dill have along way to
o ad will encounter counless
odades We dl mugt recognize
thetwecannat lvedl theissues of
povaty inoneday or onemorth o
oneyear. Whet we dl shoud e
membe is thet the environmert of
ssouity mug be drengthened and
devdopmet mug be promoted
continuoudly to redluce povetty and
ehencerurd livdihoods Thus this
concan will remain pat o the
priarity policy peckage of the RGC
throughout the next
tem. Futhemorg in this process
the efforts by the govemment done
ae not affidet  Sucoess Sl
require the adive patticipetion of dl

dekeddes ad  development

patras epaadly by the Camlo
dianpeoplethemsdves

TheRGC 4l intendfy itseffartsin
alvandngreformsindl ssttors and
pey Spedd dtention to agicuiture
which among mogt setors hes the
patatid for higne ad broeder
growth, thus contributing to abigger
share of @P. Thiswoud dlow
mod people eqpitebly benfit from
the growth in this sctor, compared
to ather sdtors which are narow
bessd and moresansitivetoextemd
shodks

Onceagan, | woud liketotherk the
WarldBark, thelMF, theADB and
UNDP for argenizing this confer-
ae Inaddtion, | degly thark dl

the devdlopmant patnars of Cam-
bodiaand the NGOs for your dose
cooperationwiththe Govemment as
wel sswith dl thelocd atharities
evaywhae to cotribue to the
misson of povaty reducion and

improvemat o living of peoglein
rud aess Inthisconted, | wishto
cdl ondl the devlopment partners
of Camboda epeddly the donor

community and NGOs to continue
your apatindedopng theingir
tiondl capedty of Cambodia, epe-
ddly thet of the provindd and nur
nidpd and commure lesdas 0

thet they will becomethered adtors
and onnasin thefight aggind pov-
aty...
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Currently, the Royal Govem-
ment and people of Japan
are providing assistance for
reconstruction and building
of our nation in many sec-
tors, such as in economic
and socia areas, health and
education so on and so forth.
More specificdly, a JCA
project at the Faculty of
Pedagogy has been providing
training to teachers of sci-
ence and mathematics to
improve the quality of educa-
tion.

Thus, | urge the manage-
ment of MOEYS to focus
greater attention on training
in science and mathematics,
which are the foundation for
the development of modern
technology, and | hope that
solidarity and cooperation
between Cambodia and Ja-
pan will bring excellent e-
sults even morein the future.

The success and completion
of your study this time hap-
pen as Cambodian people
have voted in the genera
elections of 27 July 2003 to
elect new members of the
third mandate national as-
sembly, according to their
will and the principles of
democracy, freedom and
multi-party system.

This is indeed a nationa
proud that reflects the obliga-
tion and right of people in
selecting their representa-
tives that links to the objec-
tives of defending, building
and developing our nation for
the future of our successors,
our children and youth.

Also, this time is a coinci-
dence with the event that
Cambodia was recently hon-
oured and entrusted to be
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another member of the
WTO. The WTO Ministerial
Conference has officidly
adopted and signed the proto-
col of admission on 12 Sep-
tember 2003 in Cancun,
Mexico. The membership in
the WTO reflects the right-
track and wise leadership of
the Royal Government in its
efforts in implementing eco-
nomic and structural re-
forms, modernizing lega
system and building ingtitu-
tional capacity and human
resource.

Thus, it is indeed a great
political and economic vic-
tory for the Roya Govem-
ment of Cambodia in imple-
menting its "Triangle Strat-
egy”, and it is a "diamond"
opportunity for Cambodia to
promote her long term devel-
opment, and that will serve
as a firm foundation for the
third mandate Royal Govemn-
ment to move forward.

This is dso an opportunity
for the Royal Government of
Cambodia to implement its
political agenda, thus ensur-
ing enhanced implementa-
tion of its reform policy of
education based on the exist-
ing achievements through the
on-going plans, programs
and priority actions.

In this regard, the Royd
Government of Cambodia
continues to consider
strengthening the scope and
quality of education, particu-
larly, a the university level
and specialized skillstraining
in order to effectively re-
spond to national economic
changes and needs.

The widening of the scope of
education is to enhance mul-
tiple specializations in train-
ing, for students to have

more choices in their study
and for more relevant
choices to meet national b-
bour market's demand for
growing new jobs.

At the same time, the
strengthening of education
quality is to ensure the provi-
son of knowledge, know-
how and professional capac-
ity relevant to internationa
dandards, for students to
respond to the requirements
of labour market, including
date indtitutions, socid civil
inditutions and private com-
panies. This is the main u-
derlying factor for success,
ensuring the continuity of
each education ingtitution.

The simple reason is that if
any education ingtitution pro-
duces unqualified human
resource, the ingtitution will
surely face the failure and
end up with closing down.

This is also because of the
facts that graduates without
job offers will bring bad
reputation to their ingtitution
of origin and fewer students
will choose not to enter the
school.

Therefore, once again let me
take this very occasion to
call on and remind al educa-
tional ingtitutions, both public
and private, to focus on
steadily improving education
quality, for the cause of re-
tiona development and their
own interest.

| think thisisagood occasion
for you al to finish your
study, a the time, when
Cambodia is undergoing the
stages of active socio-
economic changes and re-
forms. You &l now have
gained and are embodied by
knowledge. You will soon

leave your university and
take up your relevant life-
long jobs, professon and
career.

Thus, | would like to share
my sincere advice that, after
your graduation, you should
use your knowledge in a
good sense free from social
aversion. You should adopt
the three fundamental princi-
ples, which are:

1. Honesty: you should not
be selfish and avoid unfair
treatment and offence to
others, and should put na-
tional interest aboveall.

2. Caring: you should admire
your work, actively partici-
pate in exchange and dia-
logues to find solutions to
congtantly improve quality of
your persona work and @-
pacity and to teke care of
your colleagues.

3. Obedience: you should
know what is right and what
is wrong, be filid to your
superiors and act accordingly
to the laws, adopt good ethics
and behaviour.

| am convinced that, through
al the efforts in your study,
you surely become the ones
with nationa conscience and
good moral, and a good
member of your own family
and a dignified person of the
society.

| adso hope that you will
carry out your duties in a-
cordance with pedagogica
principles, develop your per-
sondity and identity as a
teacher, by bringing al your
knowledge embodied and
gained from university to
practice your profession.
You should become model
teachers and should be
"second to parents' for stu-
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08 October 2003, Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia

Addressing the ASEAN+3 Summit: “ Deepening East Asia Cooper ation”

| would like to join the ASEAN
Leedarsinwelcoming the participe-
tion of the Leedars of the People's
Repubicof China(PRC), Joenand
the Reaublic of Karead this am+
mit.

Sncetheleg Phnom Perh Summit,
ASEAN+3 countries heve mede a
abdantid progess in intergfying
our multi-faoeted cooperation

Carboda highly gpprediate the
conarete adions teken by the +3
countries in implementing vaious
intigives amed & adadaing
ASEAN intggetion, axch & the
Intiive for the Devdopmat in
Ezet Asa (IDEA) iniisted by the
Rime Minider of Joen, the Bzt
Aga Vidon Growp (EAVG) ad
Eat Ada Sudy Group (EASG)
proposed by South Kores, and
Framework Agreemat o
ASEAN - Chira Comprehangve
Economic Cooparation.

Taking this ggpartunity, | waould like
to thark the Republic of Korea for
the pledige of USHB30,000.00 for the
feedhlity sudy of Snggoore
Kumming ral link, which pessss
through the new ASEAN mamber
countries namdy Cambodia, Leaos
Myanmar and Vienem. Spedifi-
caly for Cambodia, thenks to Mer
laysds commitmeant to building the
mising link from Popet to 90
phon

In order to complete the whdle
prged, | wouldliketo proposeto the
+3oountiestohdphuildthemissng
link from Phnom Perh to Ho Chi
MinCiy.

Cambodia wamly  wecome
prompt adions teken by our +3
patners in implementing the shor:
tem recommenddions proposd
by the EASG namdy, the imple-
mentetion of the Eag Ada Foum
(EAR) by Koreg, the buldng of

Eagt Ada Think-Tarks by Ching
andthe ASEAN+3 Sudy Graupfor
the Fedlitation and Promation of the
Exchange of Peole and Human
Resouross Development by Jaoen.

Sy implementation of these
intigives is impartant in ader o
promote and degpen cooparaionin
ExtAda

Desaite the Sgnificat progressand
devdopmant were mede in mary
fidds of our cooperdion,
ASEAN+3 dill faces many ddl-
lenges which required concarted
dfatsto ded with Paticdaly, the
exiding ggp of devlgpmert leve in
Eatt Adaisthekey manchdlenge

Inthisregerd, the suocessful condlr
sondf thefirg minigaid meding of
IDEA wes highy complementary
t0 ASEAN+3 processto despenthe
cooperdion and integyaion of Bzt
Ada IDEA hesitsimportance and
srength &s synergy to deepen Eaet
Asacooparationandintegration

Moreover, Hoan's emphesson the
doselinksbewean ODA, FDI and
trace fadlitaion for developing
oounties ows  Jgoan's  srang
appot ad  commitmats  to
ASEANS aoninuous dfarts to
aodagae ASEAN integydion,
thery hdping reduce gaps ke
twen Northeest and  Southeedt
Asandevdopment.

Cambodiawes S0 pleesed with the
reat of the Fukuoka Symposum
on the IDEA d on 0 Augd
2008in Jgpen. Thesymposumtook
place as afallow-up adivity to look
for ways and means to implemant
recommenditions of the IDEA-L
Minigtaid Meding.

By now, | bdieve govemment
offidds academics as wdl @
privete ssctor haveteken the IDEA
intothar heat.

Thus to kegp the momentum and
trandaethel DEA intoimplemanta:
tion, Cambodia weloomes Jgpan's
offer to hodt the seoond IDEA Min
isteid Meding, sothet we canlook
ino concrde devdopman ises
and draegic aess of cooperdion
uch ssinfredrudure, HRD, ICT,
ad ahg forms of regond e
nomicintegyetion.

Bejdes HRD cooperdtion, the
uooesssof thisour region ill much
depends on- mutuaHundarstanding
among poplein Eagt Asa Sofar
our peopledont haveasrong sne
of Bz Adan identity, which is of
Sonificant for heving people redlize
the common fate of the region and
to change the way o thinking on
futureregiond community.

Thefird repart of the EASG pre-
sted to us in Fhrnom Reh led
November, provides dear diredtion
for the ASEAN+3 coopaaion
through the 17 short tem mesaures
ad 9 medium-o long tem mess:
ues Weaged onthevison of the
ASEAN+3s gradld evdluiion into
Eagt Adan Summit and everiLelly
Eadt Adan free trade area as our
longtam ojectives

Snce we have d0 agead thet
building blodk gpproech is the best
way fawad for the evdution of
ASFAN+3, Carboda is of the
view thet ASEAN and the +3 coun
tries have to futher acoderate b
regiond FTAs & 0 far we have
witnessed Eagt Asan devdopment
ingood shepe

Topart out, ASFAN-China FTA
negatiation iswell in progress ad
ASEAN-Jpen CEPisabout totat
its comaitetionsnegatitions by next
yed.

| am of the view thet Sbregiond

FTAswould likdy work ashuildng
block and coud hdp to eee an

eddbisment of EAFTA more
then a nework of hilaerd FTAS
whichwauld be possbly diffiat to
hemmer aut thedifferencesinterms
of FTA coverage trade and invest-
mat regmes and expeddly the
rue of arigin, if we ae ssking an
EAFTA is our regord Utimete
qod.

Spadficdly, Cambodia views thet
by promating Subregiond FTAs
bewen ASEAN and the FAus
Three countries no one mambers
will be left behind and ASEAN
oould dso mantain its gopropricte
rde & a diving foce in the
ASEAN+3process

Onceagan, | highly gopredae the
intigives and generos upport
provided by our ASEAN+3 Pat-
nes thet have contribuied o the
development of our region;
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