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election as the President of the 54th 
session of the UN General Assem-
bly. We wish him success in his im-
portant work and pledge him full 
support and cooperation.  
 
Allow me to express also, my sin-
cere thanks and admiration to H.E. 
Mr. Didier Opertti, President of the 
53rd session of the UN General As-
sembly, for his kind leadership and 
guidance. I wish also to take this op-
portunity, on behalf of the Royal 
Government and the people of Cam-
bodia, to warmly welcome the Re-
public of Kiribati, the Republic of 
Nauru and the Kingdom of Tonga 
into the United Nations. Just in the 
past year, Cambodia has finally 
turned a corner of history, putting 
firmly behind the darkness of its re-
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Mr. President 
Mr. Secretary-General 
Distinguished Delegates 
 
It is an honor for me to address this 
august assembly. I bring to you all 
greetings and good wishes from His 
Majesty Norodom Sihanouk, King 
of Cambodia, and the people and the 
Royal Government of Cambodia. I 
would like to inform you of the re-
cent strides Cambodia has made and 
how it stands ready to fulfill its role 
in the comity of nations. I wish also 
to share with you some humble 
thoughts on global events of the past 
and responsibilities for the future. 
 
First of all, on behalf of the delega-
tion of the Kingdom of Cambodia 
and on my own, I would like to ex-
tend heartfelt congratulations to H.
E. Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab on his 
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New York, 16 September 1999 
 
I - Special Representative of the 

UN Secretary General and the 
UN Center for Human Rights 
to Cambodia 

 
1) Special Representative of     the 

UN Secretary General 
 
  The Special Representative of 

the UN Secretary General 
played an active role since 
1993, and after UNTAC opera-
tion up to the general elections 
and the establishment of the 
Coalition Government in late 
1998. 

  With the normalcy and positive 
development now achieved by 
Cambodia, it is necessary that 
relationship between the UN 
and Cambodia be reviewed 
within which the Permanent 
Representative of Cambodia to 
the UN takes the responsibility 
for all Cambodian affairs with 
the UN, and thus, there is no 
more need for the presence of 
Special Representative of the 
UN Secretary General in Cam-
bodia. 

 
2 UN Center for Human Rights 

to Cambodia 
 
The term of this Center is due to 
complete by March 2000, and now 
the request is submitted for another 
2-year extension. 
 
  With the end of the presence of 
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cent past history and emerging into 
a new dawn of its future.  
 
Cambodia is now a fully integrated 
country, without rebels or separa-
tists and without internal strife or 
conflict for the first time in many 
decades. The black chapter of strife, 
violence, turbulence and turmoil is 
finally closed. We held open and 
free general elections on our own 
last year, assisted and witnessed 
closely by the international commu-
nity which pronounced it fully free 
and fair. 
 
After considerable discussions 
among the main elected parties and 
on a common platform to serve the 
cause of the country and its people, 
a new coalition government is in 
place. The last remnants of the 
genocidal Khmer Rouge have either 
surrendered or been captured and 
are in custody pending their trial for 
their crimes of genocide.  
 
We are firmly resolved to do what-
ever is needed to provide an open 
trial of those responsible for geno-
cidal crimes in the country in the 
past. In holding this trial, we will 
carefully balance, on the one hand, 
the need for providing justice to our 
people who were victims of  this 
genocidal regime, and to finally put 
behind us the dark chapter of our 
national history with, on the other 
hand, the paramount need for con-
tinued national reconciliation and 
the safeguard of the hard gained 
peace as well as national independ-
ence and sovereignty, which we 
value the most. 
 
Peace, so elusive in the past many 
decades, now finally prevails all 
over the country. Cambodia has 
joined the important regional group, 
ASEAN, and is determined to play 
its responsible role in the regional 
and international affairs. 
 
Cambodia and its people are com-
mitted to pluralist democracy and to 

upholding and protecting human 
dignity and human rights. In all our 
efforts, we will be guided and dic-
tated by pursuit of the “rule of law” 
which provides equality to all and 
which ensures procedures and prac-
tices common to all and justiciable 
through competent and impartial ju-
diciary system with built in courses 
for appeals and their disposals.  
 
On the economic front, we have pur-
sued and will continue with 
“market-oriented” policies with 
safety nets for the vulnerable sec-
tions till they are able to compete 
equally well with others. Our main 
and foremost goal is poverty allevia-
tion. Our economic policies and 
practices, with generous external as-
sistance for which we are grateful, 
have resulted in steady growth in the 
past few years. Even during the pe-
riod of the financial melt-down in 
the region two years ago, Cambo-
dian economy maintained a fairly 
even keel. Moreover, with strong 
political will the Royal Government 
is implementing its policy platform 
and reform programs with a view to 
establishing a viable foundation for 
long-term economic growth and sus-
tainable development.  
 
The key areas of the reform pro-
grams include military and police 
demobilization, public sector reform 
aimed at strengthening democracy, 
improving and increasing the effi-
ciency of the public services, en-
hancing the rule of law and the re-
spect for human rights; as well as 
economic reform, focusing on main-
taining macroeconomic stability, 
strengthening the banking and finan-
cial institutions, fiscal reform meas-
ures, ensuring a sound management 
of public property and increasing 
public investment in the area of  
physical and social infrastructure 
and human resource development. 
 
So now, as the century ends, we can 
say with confidence that we are 
firmly back on the rails as one uni-
fied nation, unified in our desire not 

to be drawn into divisive actions of 
the past but to play our part in the 
comity of nations for a better future 
for all mankind. We look to the fu-
ture with great optimism, borne out 
of our own achievements through 
political reconciliation, compro-
mises and adjustments placing the 
people’s longer-term interests above 
narrow and short-term individual 
party gains, and out of our sound 
economic and social policies.  
 
We are determined and are confi-
dent that Cambodia will march 
ahead into the next century and mil-
lennium with renewed confidence 
and vigor and to contribute to hu-
man progress. 
 
Mr. President, Distinguished     
Delegates, 
 
This is an historic session, which 
gives us all an opportunity, indeed 
compels us, to reflect on the past 
and to plan our planet’s future to-
gether.  If we look at a wider can-
vas, humanity has witnessed uni-
maginable, enormous and immeas-
urable changes and progress in the 
last millennium. Progress in science 
and technology have helped us con-
quer deadly diseases and to extend 
and enhance human life and condi-
tion.  
 
We have vastly increased our under-
standing of our planet and our uni-
verse. We have shortened distances 
and improved communications to 
make our earth a truly global vil-
lage.  
 
Much of our technological progress 
and many notable achievements 
have indeed occurred in the last 
mere hundred years. And the more 
we advance the more possibilities 
arise for achievement. Yet, our 
achievements also mask many con-
tinuing failings and seem to expose 
more future dangers. On a planet 
level, we have vastly denuded our 
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natural resources, mining and using 
non-renewable resources at a rapid 
rate, destroying our forests, deplet-
ing our oceans, polluting essentials 
for our very survival like air and 
water and making extinct rare spe-
cies, both fauna and flora, value of 
whose contributions to balance and 
harmony in nature we are yet to un-
derstand.  
 
We have acquired weapons of awe-
some power to destroy all that we 
have accomplished and built. Tech-
nological revolution that we wit-
nessed in the last century has gone 
so far for our human moral to catch 
up with. We have spent so much of 
our efforts and resources, both in 
term of intellectual, physical and fi-
nancial, in order to achieve this tre-
mendous progress in science and 
technology, but yet we still have to 
be sure that these accomplishments 
can be harnessed and will serve only 
to increase the well-being of human-
kind instead of destroying it.  
 
The greatest concern of the forth-
coming century is that the revolution 
in science and technology achieved 
during the now ending century has 
paid much attention to the produc-
tion of all kind of weapons for mass 
destruction.  
 
As a result, the world has cumulated 
countless number of arms factories 
and a huge stock of modern weap-
ons in many countries in the world. 
Meanwhile, the modernization of 
armed forces, the true nature of 
which is arms competition, is still 
going on in full force in parallel 
with many conflicts that are spread-
ing out all over the world.  
 
Where would this kind of situation 
takes us to? The century that ends 
has witnessed two great wars un-
leashed by intolerance and bigotry 
causing more divisions in their 
wake. Until now, more and more 
lives are lost, social tensions and ha-
tred abound, caused by religious and 

other differences.  
 
What happened has led the world to 
the complete disorder where the rich 
and the mighty impose their agenda 
on the poor and force the weak to 
follow them. 
 
We must also pay our attention to 
the scientific and technological re-
search which has been conducted 
without moral responsibility that 
turns our world into the world of 
drug production where most of the 
discoveries were made by the devel-
oped countries, but produced a de-
structive impact on poor developing 
countries. The world is facing with 
many vital challenges such as or-
ganized crimes, drug and human 
trafficking and etc., that question the 
future of our next generation.  
 
In addition to this, the gaps between 
the rich and the poor, the mighty and 
the meek, and the haves and the 
have-nots have widened. We have 
lost the art of sharing and caring. 
Our numbers have multiplied mani-
fold with frontiers of science yet to 
find ways to feed the future billions 
and stretching the sustenance capac-
ity of mother earth.  
 
The aging of our people will pose 
immense challenges on future gen-
erations where fewer productive 
people have to cater to the needs of 
larger numbers of dependents, 
young and old alike.  
 
There are half a billion people in ab-
ject poverty even as a few live in 
conspicuous comfort.  The poor, 
vulnerable and oppressed suffer eve-
rywhere through exploitation and 
neglect. In our rapid progress and 
the daily lurch towards more 
achievements and solving of tempo-
rary problems as they arise, we 
seem not to pay attention to the 
longer-term future.  
 
The dawn of the next millennium 
forces us to pause and think. In the 
past, human destiny has been guided 

by far-seeing messiahs and visionar-
ies from time to time. We cannot af-
ford now to wait for another mes-
siah to appear.  
 
All our religions teach us that there 
is a messiah deep down in each one 
of us. Let us search for answers 
deep inside each of us. Let not the 
arrogance of our justified achieve-
ments lull us into inaction for the fu-
ture. 
 
The world leaders have a rare and 
grave responsibility to do this soul-
searching. It is given to those few of 
us to undertake this task of charting 
the future as the next millennium 
dawns.  
 
We have to set aside our daily 
chores and power games and devote 
our attention to the problems of the 
long-term future. A few hours or 
days of reflection in 2000 will deter-
mine the destiny of the next thou-
sand years and more for humanity 
and mother earth.  
 
Let us for sometime forget all our 
differences, imagine no national 
boundaries or no religious, race or 
regional differences exist and devote 
our attention to the most important 
essentials we have to address in the 
next four to five years to set our 
planet on the correct course for the 
future. We do not need long drawn 
out, big academic conferences of 
every hue and on every subject to do 
this.  
 
We do not need volumes of position 
papers. We need only to trust our 
collective knowledge, lessons of the 
past which are immense, and our in-
nate basic good instincts. In this 
spirit, I would like to express Cam-
bodia's strong support to the Millen-
nium  Summit of leaders of all coun-
tries in 2000, where without having 
to watch our sound-bites, or postur-
ing for the cameras, or pleasing do-
mestic audiences, we can talk of our 
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planet and humanity and what needs 
to be done.  
 
The overarching need is to ensure 
what the Cambodian Buddhist con-
cept of Dharma or its equivalent in 
every religion and what the past 
messiahs enjoined on us. It, in es-
sence, is to lead a balanced and tol-
erant life, in adjustment and har-
mony with oneself, with one’s 
neighbors, with other beings, with 
nature and with the cosmos.  May 
be, we have to visualize and start 
new institutions and agendas or sig-
nificantly reshape and redirect exist-
ing ones to guide us in the beginning 
of the next millennium. 
 
We also have to set short-to-
medium term agendas of a more 
mundane nature. Of top most prior-
ity is the need to eradicate poverty, 
a continuing scourge and stigma on 
humanity.  
 
We should devise steps to achieve 
this in the first ten years of the next 
century. With sharing from the rich 
to the poor, internationally and 
within countries, this is not an im-
possible task. Already the G-8 na-
tions have agreed to forego past 
debts of poorer nations. This trend 
needs to continue and future assis-
tance should largely be though well-
monitored grants than loans. Sec-
ond, would be preserve and enhance 
our environment and ecology.  
 
We have already seen how some ar-
eas try to dispose of their contami-
nated wastes in other places. The 
need is to stop generation of waste 
or contain their levels at the source. 
We have to undergo a slowing of or 
sacrifices in current consumption in 
some cases but this takes vision and 
determination. 
 
Last but not least, we need to re-
evaluate the roles of common insti-
tutions and focus on their positives. 
The United Nations has served us 
well in the last over half a century. 

It has done commendable work be-
yond its original mandate and has 
adapted to changing needs. It has 
been a platform for defining com-
mon goals. But we need to show 
more devoted determination to shed 
it of functions, committees and fora 
which have lost relevance or useful-
ness.  
 
Within the United Nations, much 
has been accomplished under the 
bold and visionary leadership of the 
Secretary-General, H.E. Kofi An-
nan, and we all pay tributes to his 
wisdom and managerial abilities.  
Yet, some challenges remain includ-
ing further efforts to curtail the bur-
geoning budget levels.  
 
Cambodia supports the need for re-
forming the United Nations. The 
United Nations and its specialized 
organs need to become more unified 
at the country level under the 
mechanism of the UN Resident Co-
ordinator, in other words, a single 
UN presence in each country with 
specialized organs serving under 
one leadership much like an Ambas-
sador providing an overall umbrella 
for all activities of his country in the 
host country.  
 
With this reform, our world body 
will be required to improve the cri-
teria to recruit staff and personali-
ties for posting in various UN agen-
cies, especially for posting in mem-
ber countries. Otherwise, they will 
consider themselves almighty Gods 
without any virtue and are ready to 
violate the sovereignty of a member 
country, which has paid consider-
able membership due to pay for 
their high salaries.  
 
In this regard, Cambodia has had 
some experiences in the history of 
its cooperation with some of the UN 
officers. 
 
The Kingdom of Cambodia deems it 
is necessary , on the other hand, to 
abide strictly by the United Nations 
Charter and to reinforce the role of 

the Security Council in process of 
maintaining peace in the world; and 
appeal to the international commu-
nity to make further contribution to 
the UNDP so that it can continue to 
provide development aid to the least 
developed countries. 
 
We also think that punishing poor 
people of the least developing coun-
tries by imposing sanctions and eco-
nomic blockade to achieve one's po-
litical agenda goes against the prin-
ciple of humanity, respect of human 
rights and the rights to self-
determination of the people living in 
the affected country. Therefore, 
Cambodia fully support the demand 
of many countries to remove imme-
diately economic blockade imposed 
on Cuba. 
 
Cambodia fully welcomes the deci-
sion of the Government of Indonesia 
to accept the multi-national peace 
keeping forces of the United Nations 
so as to restore and strengthen order 
and stability in East Timor.  
 
We cherish strong hope that the 
multi-national peace keeping forces 
of the United Nations will effec-
tively cooperate with the Indonesian 
Government to, quickly and suc-
cessfully, set up peaceful situation 
for the people of East Timor.  
 
In closing, Mr. President, let me 
once again appeal to the world lead-
ers to use the opportunity of the 
dawn of the new millennium to care-
fully evaluate our achievements and 
their costs, the future perils that con-
front us and consider important 
steps to establish a world's new or-
der that will take this planet safely 
through the next thousand years.  
 
The lessons of the past should steer 
us towards ensuring lasting legacies 
for generations yet to be born. Cam-
bodia stands ready to join in this 
global effort.  
 
I thank you all for your kind atten-
tion./. 
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the Special Representative of 
the UN Secretary General, we 
welcome the extension of the 
UN Center for Human Rights 
term for another 2 more years 
(from March 2000 to March 
2002). 

  With its extension for two more 
years, the UN Center for Hu-
man Rights should improve its 
activities, both in term of forms 
and substance, aimed at helping 
Cambodia in various important 
fields such as providing techni-
cal assistance to strengthen le-
gal infrastructure, improving 
education on the rule of law and 
respect of human rights, build-
ing up capacity of human right 
institutions for legislative and 
executive branches and NGOs, 
assisting in establishment of the 
Supreme National Center for 
Human Rights, and contributing 
to the reform of the judiciary 
system. This is the way that as-
sistance should be rendered to 
Cambodia, and we feel it is 
very important for the 
sustainability of democratic 
process and respect of human 
rights in Cambodia. 

  The two parties are to arrange 
for a detailed agreement to be 
implemented. 

 
II -  The tribunal for Khmer 

Rouge leaders 
  Successive aide memoire and 

statements of Cambodia have 
displayed the complicated na-
ture of the KR problem which 
requires appropriate solutions 
so that justice is done for the 
Cambodian people and the lead-
ers of genocide who had been 
neglected for more than twenty 
years are condemned and at the 
same time the newly reclaimed 
and fragile peace and national 
reconciliation preserved. The 
complexity of the KR issue is a 
package of problems which in-
volved many people and coun-
tries including the UN, who se-
cured the seat for the KR during 

their practice of genocide, from 
1975 to 1979 and up to 1982, 
and from 1982 to 1993 as a 
fraction of the tri-partite coali-
tion government and the Su-
preme National Council of 
Cambodia; and even as a legal 
faction in the Paris Agreement. 

  Independence and sovereignty 
of Cambodia must be taken into 
consideration along with justice, 
peace and national reconcilia-
tion. 

  With reference to the above 
mentioned and the fact that the 
two leaders of genocide are de-
tained under the warrant of ex-
isting court in conformity with 
the law in force including the 
amended law for pre-trial deten-
tion period, recently adopted by 
the legislative bodies of Cam-
bodia, and based on its national 
sovereignty, Cambodia has de-
cided that the prosecution of the 
KR leaders be carried out by 
the existing tribunal of Cambo-
dia with the assistance from in-
ternational community on legal 
aspect and with the participa-
tion from the part of foreign 
judges and prosecutors in the 
proceeding at all three levels of 
Cambodian tribunal. 

  The international assistance 
could be from His Excellency 
the Secretary General of the 
United Nations and from the 
Governments of UN member 
states in the form of bilateral 
assistance requested by Cambo-
dia. 

  It is worth stressing that we do 
not request to submit this is-
sue for discussion either in 
the UNSC or UNGA. We also 
do not request for the estab-
lishment of a mixed tribunal 
nor any special court, but just 
take into consideration the 
possibility of allowing foreign 
judges and prosecutors to 
participate in the existing na-
tional court of Cambodia to 
prosecute the KR leaders for 
their crimes of genocide and 
crimes against humanity. 

  The assistance we requested 
from the international commu-
nity is the one which is applica-
ble within the framework of 
Cambodia's constitution and 
laws; and a draft of an addi-
tional law which clear the way 
for participation of foreign 
judges and prosecutors must 
also be in line with constitution 
and existing laws of Cambodia. 
Any additional law, which is 
not in line with the constitution 
and existing laws of Cambodia 
would not enjoy the support 
from the national legislative 
bodies. As such, it would be a 
step backward in our efforts to-
ward prosecution of the KR 
leaders, which we would like to 
see the soonest possible. 

  With regard to the assistance 
from the UN legal experts, we 
are grateful to them for their 
comments on our draft of an ad-
ditional law, and for the provi-
sion of their draft law, certain 
parts of which will be incorpo-
rated into the new draft pre-
pared by Cambodia. 

  Although some progress has 
been made during many con-
structive talks, especially the 
general agreement on the need 
to bring the KR leaders, who 
are responsible for vast destruc-
tion and mass killing, to trial, 
we have to acknowledge that 
there are still differences on 
mechanism for judiciary pro-
ceeding. For Cambodia, in line 
with its national sovereignty, 
the proceeding has to be carried 
out by the existing Cambodian 
court of law, and an additional 
law will need to be promulgated 
in order to accommodate for-
eign judges and prosecutors to 
participate in the court hearing. 
On the part of UN legal ex-
perts, their intention is to set 
up a special tribunal to carry 
out a special law in the King-
dom of Cambodia, which is, 
in fact, outside the frame-
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work of the Cambodian Con-
stitution and existing laws. 
This case could not be appli-
cable. To ensure that the trial of 
KR leaders would proceed in 
accordance with the Cambodian 
constitution and existing judici-
ary system, we would request 
His Excellency the Secretary 
General to consider the follow-
ing three options for the partici-
pation or non-participation of 
the UN: 

 
a) To participate by providing 

UN legal experts to work with 
Cambodian lawyers and those 
from other countries to draft 
an additional law, and by as-
signing judges and prosecu-
tors to participate in the legal 
hearing under the existing 
Cambodian tribunal; 

b) To participate by just provid-
ing legal experts, but not in-
volve in the legal hearing 
which means that there will be 
no presence of foreign judges 
and prosecutors or any other 
officials in the legal proceed-
ing; and 

c) To cease the involvement of 
the UN in the proceeding for 
the trial of KR leaders 
whereby Cambodia would 
proceed according to her wish, 
national and international 
laws, and in conformity with 
her sovereignty and the gen-
eral principle of universal jus-
tice. 

 

  Based on the nature of the issue 
and the fact that has been and 
are happening, the UN may 
wish to or decide not to involve 
in this matter. There is no obli-
gation for its involvement. But 
for Cambodia, whether with 
or without foreign assistance, 
there is no objective or sub-
jective reasons to prevent her 
from prosecuting the KR 
leaders so as to provide jus-
tice to the Cambodian people 
and to punish those responsi-
ble for the crimes of geno-

cide, crimes against humanity 
and war crimes. 

  Article 6 of the Convention on 
the Prevention and Condemn of 
the Crimes of Genocide pro-
vided that: 

 
"Persons Charged with geno-
cide or any of the other acts 
enumerated in article III shall 
be tried by a competent tribu-
nal of the state in the territory 
of which the act was commit-
ted." 

 

  The principles of international 
cooperation in the Detection, 
Arrest, Extradition and Punish-
ment of Persons Guilty of War 
Crimes and Crimes Against Hu-
manity, stipulated in the UNGA 
resolution 3074 (XXVIII) on 
December 3, 1973, point 2, 
that: 

 

"Every state has the right to try 
its own nationals for war 
crimes against humanity."  

 

Point 5 of the same document 
provided that: 

 

"Persons against whom there is 
evidence that they have com-
mitted war crimes and crimes 
against humanity shall be sub-
ject to trial and, if found guilty, 
to punishment, as a general 
rule in the countries in which 
they committed those crimes..." 

 

  With reference to the above 
mentioned, the Kingdom of 
Cambodia is fully entitled to 
prosecute the KR leaders since 
the offenders are Cambodi-
ans, the victims are Cambodi-
ans and the places where 
crimes were committed are in 
Cambodia. Further more, the 
offenders are under detention 
by the existing Cambodian 
court of law which is carrying 
out investigation for the 
prosecution of those people 
and others to be charged by 
the said court. 

 

Cambodia would avail itself of this 
opportunity not only to ensure that 

justice is done for the Cambodian 
people, but also to put an end to the 
culture of impunity, which has been 
neglected for more than twenty 
years. It is a chance for Cambodia 
to convince the world of her firm 
commitment to the state ruled by 
law, and to be a master of all her af-
fairs with full responsibility for jus-
tice, peace and national reconcilia-
tion. 
 
We believe that His Excellency the 
Secretary General and the interna-
tional community will assist us to 
create favorable conditions for the 
trial that would allow Cambodia to 
preserve its national sovereignty in 
accordance with national and inter-
national laws. Cambodia should 
not be deprived from her inevita-
ble rights to decide upon all vital 
matters of her own. 
 
We also believe that His Excellency 
the Secretary General and the inter-
national community would not ob-
ject this process, which has been ap-
preciated by both national and inter-
national public opinions that Cam-
bodia should be able to exercise her 
own rights, with or without assis-
tance from the international experts, 
to secure justice for her people, 
while preserving stability, peace and 
security in the country, as well as 
ensuring that her national sover-
eignty is respected. 
 

In closing, I would like to stress that 
the Royal Government of Cam-
bodia can not afford to giving 
away national sovereignty and ac-
cept anything that would give 
wrong impression to Cambodia’s 
capability to carrying out her 
own affairs. As it has been evi-
denced, Cambodia is capable to un-
dertake this historical task since, on 
the one hand, we have real political 
will to fulfill these obligations, and, 
on the other hand, we have achieved 
a strong national unity which forms 
a solid base for this important 
work./. 


